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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 


THE 


PRINCE REGENT. 


Sir, 

The subject of this Memoir must 
be the apology for the liberty thus taken 
of inscribing it to your Royal Highness ; 
but it is one that cannot fail to meet with 
indulgence where merit has ever found a 
friend, and lieroism aa admirer. 

To it Prince whose government has 
gained nnnsual splendour from the magni- 
tude of his exertions, and tlie success of his 
arms, this relation of services, which, by 
extending the British power, have given 
security to its commerce, may be addressed 
with the confidence of obtaining an atten- 
tive consideration and a favorable accept- 
ance. But the i. f.ory of a soldier, whose 



DEDICATION. 


VALOUR could only be surpassed by his 
LOYALTY, and who closed his career of 
labour and glory by devoting himself at 
the moment of perilous extremity, as an 
example to inspirit his troops, may be said 
to have peculiar claims to tlie notice of a 
sovereign who has manifested on all occa- 
sions sympathy for the sufferings of the 
brave, sorrow for their loss, and an anxious 
concern to do honor to their memories. 

That your Royal Highness may long 
continue to enjoy the satisfaction of wit- 
nessing the happy li ult^ of i lie ])eace, which, 
by the firmness of yoiii counsels, and tho 
intrepidity of your warriors, has been 
restored to the bleeding world, is the 
prayer of 

Your Royal Highness’s 
Most dutifni, 

And obedient subject, 

THE AUTIIOlt. 
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MEMOIR 


OF 

MAJOR-GENERAL 

SIR R. R. GILLESPIE, 

K. C. B. 


Of all the monuments that can be erecMdr' 
to commemorate the public services of eminent 
men, the historical detail of their actions, and a 
faithful delineation of their virtues, will ever be 
found the most honourable to the deceased, and 
the most useful to the living. Mprbles and in- 
scriptions may be very becoming marks of na- 
tional gratitude, and proper stimulants to the 
imitationofillustrious deeds, but whatever be the 
utility of these performances, as objects of taste, 
feeling, and patriotism :heir moral influence is 
contracted within narrow limits: and such is the 
natural imperfection of the human mind, that it 
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loses the impression of the most splendid works 
of art, when they are no longer within the reach 
of observation. There is also an unavoidable 
disadvantage in the productions of the statuary, 
that they are necessarily confined to single inci* 
dents in the lives of heroic characters: from 
which circumstance, it happens, that while the 
spectator is attracted to the contemplation of a 
particular scene of glory, he is deprived of the 
more substantial benefit which he would receive 
in estimating the entire merit of departed great- 
ness. The humblest chronicler, therefore, may, 
*without the imputation of vanity, lay claim to 
indulgence, when he reports in a strain of sim- 
plicity those facts, which, but for his care, 
would fade away from the memory, and leave 
even statues and mausoleums subject to regret 
and complaint in a future age, for the want of 
accurate and minute memorials illustrative of 
their subjects. Impressed with this considera- 
tion, and sensible of the obligation laid upon 
contemporaries to record, while they have it in 
their power, the virtues which they have wit- 
nessed, the writer of these sheets has ventured 
to publish an unadorned account of a com- 



mander, whose amiable qualities endeared him to 
his friends, and whose splendid services, though 
displayed in distant regions, will ever entitle 
him to the admiration of bis country. So long, 
indeed, as-military virtue shall be held in esteem, 
and so long as our national history shall be read 
with pride and emulation, so long will the name 
of this heroic character be mentioned with en- 
thusiasm, and his exploits pointed out as ex- 
amples of imitation. 

Robert Rollo Gillespie was born at the 
paternal seat of Cumber, in the county of Down, 
January the twenty-first, 1766. His grand- 
father, who married a daughter of Lord Rollo, 
removed from Scotland, to take possession of 
some estates in Ireland, in the year 1720. The 
son of this respectable gentleman espoused for 
his third wife a lady of the fii%t connexions, 
who was also of Scottish extraction, being the 
sister of James Bailie, Esq. of Innisharie, -in 
the county of Dowh, and many years represen- 
tative in the Irish parliament for the town of 
* 

Hillsborough. There were no children by the 
two first marriages ; and the only fruit of the last 
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'was the subject of the present memoir, who, in 
consequence, experienced from the fondest of 
parents every indulgence, though at the same 
time they were studiously attentive to tbe right 
direction of his moral principles, and the culti- 
vation of his understanding. The elements of 
instruction he received from his mother, who 
was in all respects a most accomplished woman, 
and knew well how to blend authority with 
affection. But at an early age he was brought 
to England, and placed in a private seminary at 
Kensington, known at that time by the name of 

Norland House, and rendered fashionable as a 

• 

place of education by the expence with which it 
was conducted, and the rank and wealth of the 
pupils. What advancement in learning our 
youth made at this place does not exactly ap- 
pear ; but if his attainments were neither so 
extensive nor' deep as to rank him among 
scholars, his general taste for letters, and the 
eleganceof hisconversation, plainly evinced, that, 
whatever might have been Ins irregularities, he 
had not failed in an application to his studies 
when at school, nor neglected to improve what he 
had acquired in tbe vicissitudes of active life. It 
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was the wish of his friends that he should follow 
the profession of the law ; but the course they 
adopted was ill calculated for that object, as, in- 
stead of training the mind to constant discipline 
and patient investigation, it may almost be said to 
have given an excessive latitude to the passions, 
and to have opened perpetually new scenes of 
pleasure to the imagination. Instead of taking a 
house in the immediate vicinity of the metropo- 
lis, the parents fixed their residence at Bath, 
where, during the vacations, young Gillespie 
was introduced into ail the gay circles at that 
scat of amusement and dissipation. Accustomed* 
to the unlimited gratification of his wishes from 
his very childiiood, and thus habituated at the 
most critical period of life to scenes of extthva- 
gunce in this receptacle of the wealthy and the 
idle, the weak and designing, it is not at all to be 
wondered that he should return to school with a 
lessened inclination to study, or that he should 
contract an insuperable aversion to the laborious 
application which was necessary to qualify him 
for distinption at thr bar. To that distinction, 
however, parental ambition and regard continued 
to look with a fixed and anxious solicitude; and. 
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therefore, in that view, the son was removed 

from Norland House to the care of the Reverend 

Mr. Tookey of Exning, near Newmarket, that 

he might profit by that gentleman’s instructions, 

preparatory to his admission as a commoner of 

Emmanuel College in Cambridge. But this 

design was rendered abortive at the next visit 

to Bath, during the vacation, by the determined 

resolution of the youth to embrace the military 

profession ; with which his parents reluctantly 

complied, and he returned to his tutor no more. 

It was now the close of the American war, 

•which circumstance probably occasioned the less 

difficulty in the consent that was given to the 

purchase of a cornetcy in the third regiment of 

horsb carabineers ; bis appointment to which 

was dated April the twenty-eighth, 1783. To one 

who had scarcely met with any restraint, and 

had not yet reached his eighteenth year, this new 

situation wasattended with danger, on account of 

the idleness induced by it in the time of peace, 

♦ 

and the variety of temptations continually spring- 
ing up through the courtesy of strangers, or the 
ingenuity of associates. The powerful stimu- 
lant to mental improvement and professional 



activity is wanting in the season of profound 
repose, especially at the termination of a long 
and painful struggle, which has not been distin- 
guished by any extraordinary atchievements» 
or crowned at last by national glory. At the 
period of which we are speaking, the martial 
ardour was rather depressed than animated, 
owing to the ill success of our arms, and the 
scanty trophies which had rewardedour laborious 
efforts in North America. When, therefore, we 
receded from the contest, and abandoned the 
avowed object for which it was so long main- 
tained, there was nothing that could warrant the 
exultation of the veteran, or excite the ardent^ 
emulation of the youthful soldier. The termina- 
tion of that tremendous conflict resembled the 

* . , 
awful subsidence of a hurricane, more than the 

tranquil satisfaction of restored security: and 

though every one was glad of repose, yet none 

were presumptuous enough ttvclaim a triumph. 

On all sides there appeared more wreck than 

glory ; and though«splendid instances of valour 

both by land and sea were not wanting, yet to 

none of 'them could the decisive influence be 

attributed of procuring for Great Britain an 
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ascendency over her competitors. Such was 
the gloomy and unpromising era when this 
gallant and enterprising officer entered the ser« 
vice ; and, therefore, if a considerable blank oc- 
curs in the early part of his military life, and if, 
during that space, he suffered himself to be 
allured by the attractive pleasures generally laid 
In the way of his profession, the excuse will be 
found in the peculiar circumstances under which 
he was placed, and the little prospect there then 
was of his ever being called into active employ- 
ment. Still, amidst the varieties with which he 
mixed, the convivialities in which he indulged, 
and the sports which he followed, he was not 
insensible to the loss sustained by him in the 
want of a proper sphere for the application of his 
powers and the improvement of his talents. An 
impulse to exertion was w'anting; and though a 
succession of amusements seemed almost to have 
f’Dgrossed his thoughts in the preparation, and 
his hours in the enjoyment, inquietude preyed 
on his mind, and re])lction embittered his festi-. 
vities. His soul panted for the field of toil, and 
thirsted for the career of glory. With this view, 
he entreated his father to afford him the means 
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of entering the Austrian service, where, though 
he might not attain rank or renown, he would be 
certain of enlarging bis mind by knowledge, and 
of correcting it by discipline. But, undeniably 
just as were his arguments, and commendable 
his motives, parental fear presented an obstacle 
to his desires, which cduld neither be overcome 
by reason, nor be softened by importunity. The 
idea of parting with an only child was so distress- 
ing, that even the natural wish to see him rise 
to the height of professional eminence failed to 
preponderate in favour of bis laudible request. 
Thus, parental tenderness not only impeded bis 
progress for a season, but may be said, without 
ofience, to have occasioned those irregularities 
in conduct, and that waste of time, which at a 
latter period no one more candidly confessed or 
deeply lamented than this brave and high-minded 
man, who was so far from palliating or denying 
the errors of bis early days, that he converted 
them into a lesson of humiliation to himself, 
and of caution to others. Yet, amidst the se- 
duction of amusement and the allurements of 
pleasure, the indulgence of friends, and the 
warmth of his passions, he never lost sight of 
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his moral dignity, nor deviated from the line of 
his professional duty. On the contrary, he was 
beloved by his companions, and esteemed by his 
superiors : wherever he resided, the suavity of 
his manners, and the excellence of hisdisposition, 
rendered him the delight of society, while the 
elegance of his person made him an object of 
general admiration. These amiable qualities 
produced an important change in his condition 
before his attainment of complete maturity: and 
though the circumstances attending this portion 
of hishistory may be considered as havingaroman- 
tic character, the narrative is strictly true in the 
minutest instances. One line day, in the month 
'of June, 1786, Mr. Gillespie, who was then 
quartered with his troops at Clogfaer, being 
riding out in the neighbourhood, met a young 
and very elegant lady, who was also on horseback. 
Though totally"unacquainted with each other, 
both, by an instantaneous, and, as it were, sympa« 
thetic impulse, made a stop on passing, and 
turned their horses to take *a second view of 
what had excited a sudden admiration. Ordi- 
nary compliments led to inquiry; and the follow- 
ing day theyoung officer called to pay his res- 
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pects at the Deanry, where the young lady. 
Miss Annabejl, the fourth daughter of the late 
Thomas Taylor, Esq. of Taylor's Grange, iu 
the county of Dublin, was then on a visit. 
Such was the prepossessing manner of our 
hero, that if his appearance at a casual observa- 
tion made an impression on the heart of his new 
and fafr acquaintance, his lively conversation 
could not ffil to please her reverend friend. 
The intimacy, indeed, quickly ripened into an 
attachment more striking than civility ; and, as 
the Deanry was the seat of hospitality and cheer- 
fulness, which the worthy owner endeavoured to 
enliven by his liberality, he kindly invited the 
young officer to become an inmate in his family; 
which courteous offer was the more readily ac- 
cepted, because, independent of the attractions 
which it presented, so convenient was the dis- 
tance from Clogher, that no difficulty could 
possibly occur with respect to the proper dis- 
charge of military duty. In this happy circle 
the hours flew rapidly away, to the satisfaction 
of all parties, who '^^ere so much engaged in a 
round of amusements, and so entirely at their 
ease in all their pursuits, that not the slightest 



su&picion was formed of what was passing in the 
hearts of the two lovers. The wound, however, 
which each had received at first sight, deepened 
by .daily intercourse, and became incurable "by 
the opportunities that perpetually oifered of as> 
certainiiig their mutual sentiments, and of ap- 
preciating their rrapective merits. Some months 
were spent in this course of harmony and affec- 
tion, when the cheerful scene was clouded by 
the recall of the young lady to her brother’s 
seat at Ravensdale, which, though romantically 
beautiful, appeared now like a desert to her, who, 
in her journey home, drew after her a lengthened 
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chain of delicious recollections and painful ap- 
prehensions. Her thoughts involuntarily wan- 
dered back to the delightful society from which 
she had been withdrawn, and a chilling fear 
'would sometimes arise, alarming the mind with 
an idea that the* season of hliss had passed to re- 
turn no mere: nor was the Deanry without its 
portion of similar restlessness and mental de- 
pression. The spirit which had given life to the 
place, and diffused joy over the social party, was 
gone, leaving a cheerless void behind, which no 
iii<''reased attentions could relieve, nor any mul- 



tiplied diversions supply. This blank in an en- 
deared society becoming daily more oppressive, 
and our young hero being unwilling to damp the 
enjoyments of others by his own uneasiness, 
took leave of the dean at the end of a fortnight, 
and bent his course to Ravensdale. On his ar- 
rival, lie did not chuse to mak«-hillMelf known, 
but walked about the grounds the remainder of 
'the day, in the expectation of seeing the genius 
of the place, whose magic influence had drawn 
him thither. He was disappointed at that time; 
but the day following, chance Irought the lovers 
together quite unexpectedly, in the parii of a 

a 

neighbouring wood; and their mutual expres- 
sions of surprise and satisfaction having sub- 
sided, they returned to the house, where^ Mr. 
Gillespie was heartily welcomed as the particular 
friend of the worthy dean. Here he resided 
some weeks, during which, the 'interchange of 
sentiment was productive of various plans, de- 
vised in youthful ardour, for the attainment of 
happiness, unrestrained by the calculations of 
parental caution and matured experience. A 
private marriage was muiiially agreed upon, and 
accordingly the eager couple proceeded on the 



wings of love to Dublin, where the ceremony 
I took place, on the twenty<>fourth of November^ 
I 1786 . The union remained a secret for some 
' time ; but when a return to q[uarters could no 
longer be deferred, a communication of the fact 
was made to the friends on both sides, and the 
happy pair hastened to Clogher, where they re- 
ceived the congratulations of their acquaintance, 
and spent the winter in mirth and festivity. 
This season of gladness, however, was of short 
duration, and within a few months after the 
marriage, a dreadful circumstance occurred, 
which plunged the young couple in affliction, 
and threatened the utter destruction of all their 
prospects of felicity. 

Tfe quarters being removed to the barracks of 
Atby, in the County of Kildare, a violent alterca- 
tion there took place in the apartments of Mr. 
Gillespie, between two young gentlemen of his 
acquaintance ; one, a brother officer of bis regi- 
ment; and the other, a person of respectable con- 
nexions in the neighbourhood. All endeavours 
to bring the matter to an amicable union proving 
ineffiectual, a meeting was fixed upon for the 
next morning; and what was remarkable enough, 
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the most ardeiit of the two insisted upon fight- 
ing on a particular part of his fkmity estate. 
Here, accordingly, at the time appointed, the 
parties came, attended by’their respective friends. 
After exchanging shots without injuring each 
other, it was proposed that the affair should end 
with a mutual declaration of satisfatition. The' 
young man, however, who bad displayed such 
peculiar marks of irritability on'* the occasion, as 

to chuse his own paternal domain for the scene 

% 

of combat, being apparently disappointed in the 
bloodless result of the interview, burned with 
passionate fury against Mr. Gillespie, loading^ 
him with opprobrious epithets, and challenging 
him to fight on the spot. This outrageous pro- 
vocation was more than human nature coulc| en- 
dure: but as Gillespie knew that his antagonist 
had been’ exercising himself spme hours before 
in shooting at a mark, he determin*ed that no ad- 
vantage should be taken of him by this circum- 
stance. When, therefori, he took up the gauntlet 
which had been so rudely and unwarrantably 
thrown down against him, -le drew out his hand- 
kerchief, and holding it by one corner, oflTered 
the extremity to his opponent. Such was the dis- 
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tance and the manner in which this fatal conflict 
took place : but if the accustomed practice of a 
measured distance was departed from, in the al> 
most certain assurance' of death to one or both 
of the parties, there was at least this plea for the 
deviation— that it put them upon equal terms, 
which could not have been the case had the ag- 
gressor been suflered to avail himself of the su- 
periority which he had acquired by bis previous 
habits. Both flred at the same moment, and 
with such efiect, that the antagonist of Gillespie 
was shot through the heart, while the latter es- 
caped almost miraculously, his adversary’s ball 
glancing aside by bitting upon a button, and in- 
flicting only a slight wound. In this state he 
knejt down by the suffering victim of passion, 
and intreated a parting proof of reconciliation ; 
but, instead of making any impression by this 
act of kindness and condescension, he had the 
mortification of seeing that the ruling spirit pre- 
vailed to the last, for the young man, in the 
agonies of death, continued to evince the utmost 
impatience, and his last words were, ‘‘ Take him 
away, take him away.** The survivor in this 
melancholy affray was so much affected by the 
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shocking catastrophe, that he forgot his own 
wound, and was. regardless of the danger which 
he ran by remaining on the ground, till some 
gentlemen who were present hpiried him off to 
a place of security. His first asylum was the 
glebe-house of his friend, Dean Keatinge, at 
Narraghmore, where he was joined by his wife, 
who was in a state of affliction bordering upon 
distraction. When the news of the affair reach- 
ed Dublin, the two brothers of Mrs. Gillespie 
hastened down to Narraghmore, to provide for 
the safety of their relation till the assizes, parti- 
cularly as the circumstances of the transaction 
were .grossly misrepresented, and a reward was 
offered in the papers for the apprehension of the 
fugitive, who made the best of his way in dis- 
guise to the capital, and from thence to the 
house of his father at Donaghadee. . To increase 
the distress occasioned by this tragical event, be 
found his aged parent in such an enfeebled state, 
that it was to be feared the intelligence of what 
had happened would cut asunder the remaining 
thread of life. It required, therefore, consider- 
able cautidn and management, to keep the sad 
history a profound secret from the old gentle- 


c 
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man, and even tq appear ciieerfuj iu his presence* 
This was a hard task ; and the more so, as it 
was natural to expect that a close search would 
soon take place in that neighbourhopd, by those 
who were influenced to make, it, either out.of 
resentment, or from the desire of gain. To avoid 
the inconvenience of a long confinement in a 
county jail, our young adventurer, as we may 
now call him, found an excuse for his departure, 
and, with his wife, crossed over to Scotland, 
where they remained some months. On the. ap« 
proach of the assizes, they returned to Drogheda, 
from which place Mr. Gillespie went in disguise 
to Dublin, to arrange matters for the awful bu« 
siness which was to follow; and then, accom- 
panied by his second, proceeded to Maraghmore, 
where they surrendered themselves, and were 
committed to the prison of that town, to wait 
the decision t)f their fate, according to the laws 
of their country. It was an affecting spectackv 
to behold two young men of the most interesting 
appearance and connexion, standing at the bar 
together, on the highest of all charges that can 
be brought against man, that of shedding the 
blood of a fellow creature : but though the pri- 



aoners had witnesses ready iA court to )x^e 
that the deceased met with his picitiatiirO de« 
struction entirely through his owO rashness and 
intemperance, the judge and jury were so com- 
pletely convinced of the fact, from the evidence 
for tife prosecution, as to render their testimony 
unnecessary, and a verdict of acquittal was im- 
mediately pronounced, to the satisfaction of the 
whole assembly. . ’ 

Much as the practice of duelling is to be re- 
probated, and disgraceful as the frequency of it 
is in a civilized country, there are particular oc- 
casions, when no alternative remains between 
the degradation of professional character, and 
the submission to an act, which is equally re- 
volting to the feelings of sensibility, and {he 
sober dictates of conscience. The present trans- 
action was certainly one of this description; and 
though it is to be regretted that the angry pas- 
sions of the parties did not meet with a mode- 
rating spirit in the persons whose duty it was to 
have restrained their violence, there was, at least, 
this melaneholy consoittt’oo attending it, that 
every charge of wrong and provocation closed 
with the grave of the aggressor. 

c V 



20 

. This unpleasant business baTing terminated 
to the honour of the accused^ Mr. Gillespie re* 
turned to his father, who was not made acquaint* 
ed with the painful history till some time after* 
wards : and the state of his health was suchrthat 
it was then to be feared that the shock of the 
intelligence would have proved fatal. Through* 
out the whole of the concern, our hero's mother 
conducted herself with uncommon fortitude and 
address, in providing for his security, and con* 
triving to keep all suspicion and information of 
the matter from' her husband. But young Mrs. 
Gillespie, who had even the resolution to attend 
the trial, and from the beginning to^the end 
shewed a noble energy of mind, when all the 
trouble of concealment and apprehension of dan* 
ger was over, sunk under a depression of spirits 
which threatened the most alarming conse- 
quences, and from which she recovered slowly, 
through the tender attentions of the family, and 
the skill of Dr. Fuller of Belfast. In 179I5 Mr. 
Gillespie lost his father; and in July the follow- 
ing year he obtained the rank of lieutenant in 
the twentieth regiment of Light Dragoons. 
This advancement altered the resolution which 
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he had formed setae time before 4]1fit(h%'th« 
military life, and sbttiing on bi^ entata As * 
country gentleman ; with wfaieh’ViA'#the'gyotfnt| 
was actudliy laid out^ ‘and piiins prepared for 
building a statable mansion. He had been in* 
duccd to do this at the request of hid father* 
who could not endure the idea of parting with 
an only son, at a time when his owH’age and in- 
firmities required Support and relief. But Arben 
this affectionate bond of restraint was taken off, 
and no other check was opposed in the way of 
his laudable desire of active employment, and 
honourable elevation, he made the necessary 
preparatmns for joining his regiment at Jamaica, 
and, having taken a tender leave of bis wife 
and mother at Farm Hill near Belfast, embarbed 
for that island in the winter of 1792. On the 
voyage the ship touched at Madeira; but a storm 

f 

coming on, she was driven out of the road, though 
some of the passengers, among whom was Lieu- 
tenant Gillespie, were fortunate enough, at the 
peril of their lives, and amidst a mountainous 
sea, to re^ch the shore in ihe long-boat. After 
beating about near three weeks, the vessel again 
made the island, and when refitted, proceeded 
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without any other delay or accident to the place 
of destination. But so eventful was the life of 
this interesting young man, that the very first 
night of his arrival at Jamaica he met with a 
misfortune, from which it seemed that nothing 
short of a miracle could deliver him. 

The people of the house where he lodged had 
so little regard for humanity, as to give him a 
bed on Which a young man died just before, in 
the yellow fever. He was taken ill that very 
night, and continued two months in a very pre- 
carious state : but though he was much reduced 
by the severity of the attack, the vigour of bis 
constitution overcame the disease, antf^he reco- 
vered almost from the very jaws of death. Du- 
ring this dreadful state of uncertainty, his friends 
at home were sufiering acutely, for, as the voy- 
age had been long, and this tedious sickness 
prevented him from writing, the silence was na- 
turally ascribed to the most awful and distressing 
of causes. At length, when hope had given 
way to a gloomy despondency, the welcome let- 
ters arrived, apprising his wife and mother df his 
painful illness and complete recovery. 

War with the French republic becoming in- 
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'dispcQsible, from the viol«ot cbaraqtier hos- 
tile acts of the ruling faction, in .th«l unhappy 
country, the utmost exertions weea required , Ip 
place our colonies id a state^.of defenoc* Jn* 
maica, in particular,- was placed in very critical 
circumstances, by the progress which jacobinism 
in its most .frightful form was then making in 
St. Domingo. The well-disposed colonists in 
this last island had, some time before, made 
secret overtures to the British government fora 
union and protection ; in consequence of which, 
private assistance was liberally given to these 
unhappy persons, through the humane atten-^ 
tions ot General Williamson, who then com- 
manded in Jamaica ; but His Majesty’s ministers 
were deeply sensible of the difficulty atteoping 
any enterprize that should have for its object an 
establishment in a country where the evil of 
pestilential disease was less to be dreaded than 
the revolutionary frenzy which had begun to 
operate in the minds of the black population. 
Still the security of our own valuable settle- 
ments in the neighbourhood called for some 
measures to keep the republican influence in ^ 
check, and to prevent, as far as possible, the 
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spreading of an insurrectional contagion through^ 
out our colonies. This necessity beii g ad- 
mitted, it is to be lamented that t!:e means 
employed weie not of a t^ugnitude proportioned 
to the urgency of the case, and the gallantry of 
those who engaged in this hazardous under* 
taking; among wliom, Lieutenant Gillespie was 
one of the first to volunteer his services with 
the infantry ; his own regiment still remaining 
for the defence of Jamaica. At this period, two 
republican commissioners, Santhonax and Pol- 
verel, held the executive government of St. Do- 
mingo : and such was the desperate policy of 
these infuriated characters, that when they were 
apprized of the intended invasion, a proclama- 
tion appeared, in their names, announcing the 
full and unqualified emancipation of all the 
negroes. There can be no doubt but that this 
was a hollow artifice, calculated, by setting the 
slaves at liberty, to inflame thtii’ passions against 
those planters who were actuated by moderate 
principles, and who retained a proper respect 
for ancient institutions. It was well kud^vn, 
that many of these persons were so inimical to 
^ho new doctrines which brought in tyranny and 
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murder under the specious pretext of lijberty' 
and equality, that in the event of an expedition 
from Jamaica) they would be disposed father to 
welcome the Eriglish^tes deliverers, than to. re- 
sist them as enemies. The commissioners, 
therefore, who bad not the smallest feeling for 
the true interests of the colony, nor any real 
design to promote the welfare of the blacks, re* 
solved to give freedom and arms to the latter, 
that, in the end, they might succeed in the sub- 
jugation and ruin of both. Such was the state 
of St. Domingo when the armament from Ja- 
maica arrived bn its coast; but, notwithstanding 
the combiiiaiioii of difficulties which were to be 
encountered, possession was taken of the town 
and harbour of Jercmie on the twentieth of 
September, 17Sf3, and of the mole of Cape St. 
Nicholas two days alterwards. So auspicious 
a beginning occasioned general exultation and 
confidence among the troops, which, however, 
met with a depression in the failure of an at- 
tempt upon Tiburon*, the capture of which place 
wa|$, deemed of importance, on account of its 
proximity to Jamaica, ^n consequence of this 
repulse, the expedition returned to Jeremie, 
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there to wait for an increase of strength, which 
it received in the middle of January, by the arr 
rival of the twentieth regiment, part of the forty- 
ninth, and the first battalion of the Royals. 
During this interval, the command of a troop 
had been conferred upon Mr. Gillespie, \vho, in 
that capacity, acted under ^the orders of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Spenecf^ at the seeend, and more 
fortunate attempt on Tihuron; vt^hich, in spite 
of a very obstinate resistance, was carried in the 
most gallant style on the third of February ; and 
by this capture, an extensive line of coast, com- 
prising several important positions and har- 
bours, came into the hands.of the British. The 
arrival of a fresh accession of forces, commanded 

by Brigadier-General Whyte, on the nineteenth 
« 

of May, cheered the prospects of the old colo- 
nists, by .invigorating the efforts of their friends 
and allies, who were determined to venture an 
attack without delay upon Port-au-Prince, 
which had been for a considerable time block- 
aded by the squadron under Commodore Ford. 
Previous, however, to the assault, it was thought 
proper to send a flag of truce to the commis- 
sioner, Santbonax, demanding a surrender of the 



place, ^he the obireeter^ the 

man, was* dmigilFdius, ifbt k wa» readiljrmtder- 
tak'bn by"Capti(fti Giltt!sp)e,*-'and Ol^ain^ Rowley 
of the navy, Botlf bf liMIlilf!' Were'BKad^at in at- 
temptifig to shore, with their 

swordein^thlsir however, landed 

without made prisoners, 

and hurr1e(yiMlhre^'tlie'^4°^*’‘i<^^ so 

little resp'dcl *f(!^ 4h^4listomary usages of civi- 
lized wnflbi^,'es't£r ohaigi^bese gallant officers 
with being s^i^s, anil threatening in that sple- 
netic mood to prfit^HlRjiia to death. In this cri- 
tical moment',' 'the subject 6f the present me- 
moir perceived sbibe emblem of freemasonry 
about the person of the commissioner, or one of 
bis attendants ; and being himself a member of 
that' fVaiernity, a sudden thought occurred to 
him, of making one of‘'the signs peculiar to the 
order, and that hi a way. which* could not be 
overlooked by the irritated republican. The in- 
timation being lufckily -understood, an instanta- 
neous change took place in the countenance and 
deportment of the governor, who behaved with 
the greatest respect' to the two officers ; and, 
though he gave’ ti pocfttve refusal to their de- 



fnand, he ordered a '»iiftf>tliOU8 repast to be 
prepared for their refr^hm^i- 'From h's pre- 
ceding conduct,' they were apprehensive of 
some treacherous and decTiped the en- 

tertaininent; on whici]|^9i^th0Qax, whoguessed 
the motive, imnirflinfiTljrlii^nftt in ealand drink, 
to convince them that 'Ibeig fears swBre ground- 
less. Being satisfioi % ilfift {Mtlais, that no in- 
jury was intended uniief'. ^|S' appearance of 
courtesy and hospili^y; both^gedtieflien gladly 
accepted the invitation; ^fter wltfch, they were 
conveyed to the port, a^Vaondueted in a* boat 
to the squadron. On th« evObing of the thirty- 
first, the strong fort bf BiiKrtton, commanding 
the carriage road leadiog from Leogane to Port- 

au-Prince, was carried bjf assanlt, atnidst a tre- 
( 

mendous thunder-storm, and while the rain 
poured down in^ torrents upon the assailants, 
w'ho were tbtrs compelled to rely 'solely upon 
the bayonet. In this attack, Captain Gillespie 
bore a distinguished part,' as he afterwards did 
in that which put Fort de PHopital in our pos- 
session, where the combatants bad a narrow es- 
cape with their lives, »the commissioners having 
caused a train of potrder to'^be laid from a 



thicket outside tlie f^,>anii reaching to the ma> 
gazine, witivth^<.M)tet>tion .of blowing up the 
besieged and < {he besiegers. Fortunately, this 
iniquitous {iian WJtt |f)||!i|!Bt3||d abortive by the 
preceding tcinpewli .jMK^usequence of which, 
the train jb^eame WjH^ii^iebthe horrible sacrifice 
was prevesMd. T^e^HiltiOf the capital being 
thus secured^^he, j^fjltUb Ipok immediate pos. 
session, an<d foiiso4 MS-'lbe harbour a number of 
vessels rich4i^lad^; but %% greater booty had 
been carried •.qjff’.; by,’ |he. commissioners, who, 
contemplating the jpe^ure of,the place ascer- 
tain, loaded two 4iundi%d mules with the most 
valuable riehes, wbwh theyi succeeded in carry- 
ing to the norriiern part of .the island, and from 
thence to Europe, ;bj(L„,tbe^ way of America. 
With the acquisition of I’o^t-au-Prince, our tlo- 
minion in St. Dentingemay ,be said to have at- 
tained its height, and the flattering expectations 
of the brave men employed there to have re- 
ceived a fearful changp, From this period their 
eflbrts slackened, and the hopes of the colonists 
were in consequence turn^c] into a state of 
gloomy despondency. To^ add to the evil, the 
yellow fever began to make a shocking bavock 
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among the Europeans, and many excellent of<>^ 
fleers fell victims to its pestifential influence. 
Captain Gillespie also sufTered much from the 
effects of his wounds, 4 he excessive fatigue 
which he had undergone, and the enfeebled 
state of his constitution in that unhealthy clime. 
Availing himself, therefore,- of the- -temporary 
suspension of operations, be obtained leave of 
absence to visit England, as urell to recruit his 
health, as to arrange some domestic affairs which 
required his presence. On the passage home 
from Jamaica, the ship was wrecked in the 
Channel, and he lost all his baggage, in which 
destitute condition he reached London in Oc- 
tober, 1794, where his wife joined him soon 
afterwards, and they returned to Ireland. After 
spending some months with his excellent mo- 
ther, and selling an estate. Captain Gillespie 
went with his lady through Scotland and Eng- 
land, for health and amusement. At the close 
of the following year he proceeded to Cork, in 
order to embark again for the West Indies, as 
Brigade- Major to the staff of Major-General 
Wilford, under whom he originally entered the 
service, when that oflScer had the command of 
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the carabineers. While the transports collected 
at Cork were detained by bad weather and con- 
trary winds, Captain Gillespie went one evening 
to the theatre, where an unpleasant disturbance 
arose^ occasioned by the obstinate disaffection 
of some of the audience, in refusing to stand 
uncovered at the singing of the national ode of 
“ God save the King.’* One of these refractory 
persons happened to sit next to our hero, 
who, being warmed into a zealous fit of re- 
sentment at his insufferable insolence, took off* 
his hat without ceremony. This, naturally 
enough, produced an altercation and a scuffle, 
in the course of which, the man was very 
roughly handled ; and what was worse, the 
bridge of hts nose was demolished in the fray. 
If the mortification occasioned by this injury to 
his person w'as great, it was heightened to the 
excess of desperation by the loss of his mistress, 
to whom he was about to be married, but who 
altered her mind on the report of this defeat and 
its consequence. The disappointed lover, upon 
this, made inquiry after b's antagonist, and 
having ascertained his name and lodging, ob- 
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tained a warrant for his apprehension. But a$ 
a detention to answer the charge would have 
been more inconvenient than the fear of the re- 
suit, the captain prudently accepted an invita- 
tion from Sir Thomas Roberts, of Prittlestown, 
to reside at his house till the time of embarka- 
tion. After thus eluding a search on shore for 
some days, he went to the ship in the disguise 
of a soldier’s wife ; and so completely was the 
character assumed, that when the officers vi- 
sited the vessel to make a search, they had not 
the least suspicion of the metamorphosis, espe- 
cially as the object of their inquiry had an in- 
fant in his arms when they came to look for him. 

This anecdote may perhaps appear to some 
readers as too trivial and ludicrous for inser- 
tion in the memoir of such a man ; but if it 
be considered that the genuine character of 
a public person is always best ascertained by 
the knowledge of those incidents which shew 
his temper and energy in casual circumstances, 
the present one will be found of sufficient im- 
importance, as it displays the inherent loyalty 
of this gallant officer, a virtue which may be 
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truly said to have animated him throughout 
life, and to have given, in no small degree, a 
chivalrous and romantic cast to his actions. 

The detention at Cork was so remarkably 
long and tedious, that the troops were obliged 
to be disembarked, and placed in temporary 
barracks on Spike Island, in that harbour, where 
they suffered severely from disease, and num- 
bers of valuable lives were lost. At length, 
the expedition, which was commanded by Ge- 
neral Abercrombie, sailed for the object of des- 
tination, which was the capture of the French 
islands in the West Indies ; but, owing to the 
weak state of our force, only that of St. Lucia 
was then taken. After that conquest, a di- 
vision under General Wilford proceeded to CaiJe 
St. Nicholas, in St. Domingo, which General 
Forbes, by his able management, maintained 
against the enemy, who were kept at a respect- 
able distance. On the twenty-fifth of De- 
cember, 1796, Captain Gillespie was promoted 
to a majority in his regiment ; and in the follow- 
ing spring he was particu. uly distinguished by 
General Simeo, on his arrival from England to 
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take the command of the Critish forces in that 
quarter. Immediately on his landing at the 
mole, the general proceeded to inspect the con- 
dition of the troops, and the positions (vhich 
they occupied : and in this inquiry, he derived 
considerable assistance from the information of 
Major Gillespie, whose penetrating eye per- 
vaded every weakness, while his active genius 
was always fruitful of resources. It had been 
his constant object, from the first moment that 
he set foot on the island, to make himself ac-. 
quainted with its local varieties, with the sole 
view of ascertaining the advantages to which 
they might be applied : and this he was the 
better enabled to do, from his intimacy with 
Cblonel de Charmilly, who was a native of 
the place, and who possessed considerable plan^ 
tations there^ but which, in consequence of his 
open loyalty, were seized by the republican 
faction. The friendship which subsisted be- 
tween this gentleman and the major was 
equally sincere on both sides, as it resulted 
from the purest. motives ; for both were brave, 
frank, and liberal, aiming only to discharge 
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their duty, and regardless of the sacrifices 
which they were compelled to make for the 
public good. 

The unremitting energy, the amiable quali- 
ties, and superior discernment of Major Gil« 
lespie,. could not be overlooked by General 
Simco, who placed an entire confidence in his 
judgment and activity, particularly in the defence 
of Port’au-Prince, when that capital became 
the object of attack. As the black forces were 
very formidable, in point of fiumber, courage, and 
skill, it was deemed adviseable to concentrate 
the British strength, and to abandon many of the 
works which had been erected there, with more 
labour and expense than utility. At this time, the 
enemy were commanded by the celebratfed 
-foussaint L’Ouverture, one Of those rare charac- 
ters who spring up in revolutionaryj)eriods, and 
gain an ascendency over their confederates by the 
superiority of their talents, or the influence of 
their virtues. Toussaint had the peculiar merit 
of deserving the confidence reposed in him, 
as much by the excellence of his private cha- 
racter, as by bis personal bravery and mill- 



tary judgmenti Such was the chief with 
whom the British had now to contend in St. 
Domingo, after a struggle of three years, < at 
the end of which the extent of our posses- 
sions in the island consisted of the capi- 
tal, and the line of coast that bad been se- 
cured in the primary stage of the enlerprize. 
But Port-au-Prince was now menaced, in its 
* turn, by the black forces, who were suffered 
to erect several batteries, and to accumulate 
in considerable numbers before the place, the 
fall of which they fully anticipated. In this 
confident expectation, however, they were dis- 
appointed by a sudden and vigorous assault, 
which ended in the complete destruction of 
tlieir works, and precipitate retreat of Toussaint 
to Gonave. In all these operations, and in several 
others. Major Gillespie bore a leading part, with 
so much satisfaction, as to draw from General 
Simeo a warm expression of praise at the time, 
and, some years afterwards, the declaration, 
that it was his intention, if he had continued 
there, to have employed him in the most ednfi- 
d^atial manner. The return , of that officer to 



Europe, in August, 1797, put an end to this 
resolution ; but his successor, General Whyte, 
who was as ready to distinguish extraordi- 
nary merit as competent to discern it, con- 
ferred upon the major the honourable situation 
of deputy adjutant-general. Before the expi- 
ration of the year, that officer quitted the 
island, and was succeeded by General Nesbit, 
who, dying shortly afterwards, his place was 
filled up by the Plonourablc General Maitland, 
who arrived at Port-au-Prince in April, 1793. 
The aspect of afiairs was now gloomy in the 
extreme ; and the occupancy of the capital 
being no longer secure, it was delivered up, 
together with the dependencies, on the most 
honourable terms, and such as could not h^ve 
been hoped for in the state of things to which 
the English were reduced. A truce for a 
month was entered into with Toussaint, who 
engaged also to protect inviolably the persons 
and property of all the inhabitants, without any 
distinction. Having terminated this important 
business, the English g neral proceeded with 
the troops to the mole of Cape St. Nicholas, 
there to wait the final arrangements for a 
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total evacuation of the island. In these nego> 
ciations, which were attended with circum* 
stances of peculiar difficulty, and even dangier,- 
the only person upon whom the commander* 
in*chief could finally depend was Major 
Gillespie ; but though this gallant officer con- 
ducted the charge with which he was entrusted 
far beyond the ideas or hopes of his employer, 
which the general manifested by embracing 
and thanking him on his return, strange it is to 
say, that, in the official communication dis- 
patched to government, all the merit of the 
transaction, which ensured the safety of the 
English and their friends, was attributed to 
another, and the name of the real negociator 
passed over in silence. This was not the only 
injury which he sustained in that difficult 
service ; for, besides the depression of spirits 
occasioned by the premature death of many 
of his most intimate friends, through the un- 
healthiness of the climate, he bad a narrow 
escape for his life from assassination. 

One night he was roused from a profound 
sleep by the cries of murder, on hearing which, 
he ran down stairs with his sword, and found 
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his servant boy dreadfully' mangled, his arm 
being nearly severed at the shoulder. The vil- 
lains, who were no less than eight men, of 
different nations, immediately on the appear- 
ance of the major made a desperate attack 
upon him, which he repelled with such efibet 
as to lay six of the assailants dead at his feet, 
whose fate so appalled the other two, that they 
cried for quarter, and retreated ; but in going 
off, one of the wretches turned suddenly round, 
and fired, with an aim that had nearly proved 
fatal, as the shot grazed the temple, and carried 
away part of the hair. The report quickly 
brought up the patrole, who were astonished 
at the horrible scene of carnage below stairs, 
and naturally expected to find a more dreadful 
one in the bed-room of the major, vyhom 
they found lying in a fainting state, and bleed- 
ing to death. Medical aid being speedily 
procured, this brilliant ornament of his pro- 
fession was snatched from the jaws of the 
grave, though his recovery was slow ; and the 
effects of the wounds which he received in 
this unequal conflict, added to the fatigue 
and anxiety endured by him in that arduous 



40 


service, were fell duri|[^g Jhe remainder of his 
life. That life, however, was providentially 
preserved for the public g9pd, and to acquire 
immortal fame on a wider scale, in other 
regions. The relation of this romantic instanc^ 
of personal valour spread rapidly throughout 
the neighbouring islands, and was conveyed to 
Europe, having, according to custom, some 
' additions, one of which was, that the major 
died of his wounds. This embellishment had 
the unhappy effect of shocking the enfeebled 
frame and agitated nerves of his affectionate 
mother to such a degree, .that before the con- 
tradiction of the report cquld minister the balm 
of consolation to her spirit, it had sought relief 

from sorrow in another and a better world. 

«• 

Our venerable sovereign was very sensibly 
affected by the narrative of this extraordinary 
circumstance ; and so strong was the impression 
of it upon his memory, that when our hero was 
afterwards presented at the levee, as Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gillespie, the king instantly surveyed 
his comparatively diminutive stature with an ex- 
pression of benignant surprise, and said, “ What, 
can it be possible that this little man is the per- 
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son who performed great an exploit in St. 
Domingo 

Of the moiivA which prompted the mur- 
derers’ attempt u^Jon‘'the life of this brave oflBcer, 
and generous man, it is difficult to form an 
opinion, since his conduct in that island had 
gained him the gehcral-'esteem of the colonists, 
and the respect df* those to u^om he was 
opposed in arms.* But it is probable that either 
the expectatioi#-df gain, or resentment, occa- 
sioned by his success as^a negociator, in securing 
private property from plurtBin, drew upon the 
major the malevolent' notice and sanguinary 
designs of these miscreants, 

When, his health was sufficiently restored 
to bear the voyage, he embarked for Jamaica, 
where he resumed the command of his regiment; 
and though unknown, except to military men, 
and unconnected with every person in the island, 
he soon acquire that popularity which rarely 
fails to reward good discipline and suavity of 
manners. The highi’estimation in which he was 
held by the inhabitalits, ..[>peafrs from a message 
sent to the'HoUse of AsS'embly by the lieutenant- 
governor, in the year 1799» and the resolution 
that was adopted in consequence of it, which, 



as extracted from mjgKffa of the House 

itself, win sufficiently convey the sense enter- 
tained of the regiment, and idl^its commander^ 
These documents 6% fallows: 

“ Mr. Speaker, 

*‘4 atn commsfideflMiby lus Honor the 
Lieutenant-Ooverno^ to<.4f^,Jjl|pfote the House, 
that every regimeBt:oC,^gO(|;ns in the British 
service, the t^en^ieth, or Jint(0ca regiment of 
light dragoons, exceptC(fy|^on itsestablishment 
two lieutenant-;ce||||p)|,r 

“ That it appefpra Honor, that the 

appointment of a •ecoqri, | ii !^^ Dant-colonel to 
the twentieth light 4ci)gooiui would be of very 
esseptial service, as it woul^at all times secure 
the presence of a 6gld>oi]^er with the regimeut. 

“That the coiapiission of firsl. . lieutenant-co- 
lonel is filled a gfnera! officer on the staff, - 
who, consequeotly, cannot jmii his . regiment. 

“ That the regiiOBOt heing ^ionary in the 
island, it .seems ^t the establish- 

ment of field-oil|^iyi.tiQt |>e less than that of 
other regiments, i|rb% are aot expoaed to the 
inconvenience of a tfOpiqil climate. 

“ That his Honor, repieseoting the utility of 



having a second lisititeMani'delonely has much 
pleasure in reflectingt if the House should be 
pleased to be of tholmine opinion, and to provide 
for tbe expense aceordirigfly,'that the nomination 
may actually fall on Major Gillespie, an officer 
who was promoted in it on its original formation, 
and who lias Served wilh distinguished credit 
in various faiglfsituatrbdS; That the pay necessary 
to be '*Voted for the accomplishment of this 
object, if the HBdse ^ould so approve it, is 
four hundred and ^HD^seven pounds, two 
shillings, and sixpence, sterli%} per annum. 

“ That his Honorf^defor^ submits it to the 
consideration of thd'^dtise."*' 

On receiving this ct^mmunication from ^he 
governor, it was “ ordered, that the above 
message be referred to the committee of the 
whole House, to inquire into, and take further 
into consideiratioh the state of the island.'’* 

The result of the inquiryl^'the committee was 
a resolution fram^aiid recorded in these terms : 

" That it be recofiHiie i£ted'"to the House to 
send a message to his Hdnor' the Lieutenant* 
Governor, informing hiiMi that if Jlis Majesty 
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shall graciously be pleased |d appoint a second 
lieutenant-colonel to the twentieth, or Jamaica 
regiment of light dragoons, life House will pro- 
vide for the expenses thereof; and to assure his 
Honor, that the House, being sensible of the care 
and attention of Major Gillespie to the health 
and discipline of the regiment since it has been 
under his command, contemplate with satisfac- 
tion the probability that an officer who has 
served with distinguished credits in various high 
situations, will be advanced to professional 
rank : and that they hope the promotion to take 
place in the twentieth light dragoons may be ex- 
tended to the officers of ftie said regiment, to 
which they are so justly entitled by their long 
serrices in this island.” 

Flattering as these testimonies were to the 
professional merits of this excellent officer, . the 
pleasure afforded by them was heightened by 
the circumstance, that while the memorial to 
His Majesty, conveying the wishes of the inha- 
bitants of Jamaica was on ifS passage, govern- 
mentat home hadhiready made the very appoint- 
ment which was requested. On the twenty-first 
of November, 1799» the commission of lieute- 
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nant'Colonel was granted to Major Gillespie^ 
in the room of Major-General Churchill, pro- 
moted ; while Mlijor Jones received the ap- 
pointment, at the same time, of second lieute- 
nant-coloncl. 

A few months after this elevation, the late 
Lord Hugh Seymour, admiral and commander- 
in-chief on the West India station, who was 
the particular friend of our hero, offered him 
the military cofh'mand of Curacoa; but his Ex- 
cellency Lord Belcarras, the governor of Ja- 
maica, delicately refused his consent to the re- 
moval of the colonel, by observing, “ that he 
could not spare hilb/* About the same time, 
the late General Knox, proceeding on a secret 
expedition, appointed the lieutenant-colonel 
quarlcr-master-general ; but the satisfaction re- 
sulting from this mark of attention, bestowed by 
so good an Officer and judge of tlierit, soon after- 
wards received a sad depression in the loss of 
that valuable man by shipwreck. 

On the conclusion of the peace of Amiens 
with the French consn.ar government, the ser- 
vices of the colonel and his regiment being no 
longer required in the West Indies, prepara- 



tions were made for tbeirVifllil'ii to Europe : and 
previous to their departtAne from the islatid, the 
most honourable marks of dllfTnotion were be- 
stowed upon them by the local authorities, and 
by those best qualified, from experience, to ap- 
preciate the nlerits of, the regimebt and its com- 
mander. 


House of Assembly. 

December's, t|01. 

Resolved, 

That the following i^sage be sent to his 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


May it please your Honor, 

We are ordered by the House to wait on 
your Honor, and to expresathe high sense they 
entertain of the merits and unifortn good con- 
duct of Lieutenant-Colonel Gillespie, the offi- 
cers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, 
of the twentieth regiment of light dragoons, 
during their long residence in this island. > 
Ordered, that Mr. Whitehorne and Mr. 
Hering be a committee to wait on his Honor 
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with the above wUMge; who, returning, re^ 
ported the delivefiog t^reof. 

True extraet tt»e journals, &c. 

(Signed) ^ F. S^mith, 

Clerk of the Assembly. 

Spaqlsh Town, December 10, 1601* 

' Sir, 

I have the honor to inclose you a vote of the 
House of Assetnbly passed yesterday, in tes- 
timony of your nonduct as commanding officer 
of the twentieth light dragoons, which I beg to as- 
sure you gives me.-peoi^iar pleasure. 

Inclosed also are extracts from the journals of 
the House, respecting the regiment itself, which 
are, no doubt, equally ncceptable to you. , 

I am. Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 
(Signed) F. Smith, 

Clerk of the Assembly. 

Lieutemnt-Colonel GiUeipie. 

House, June 16, 1803. 

Sir, 

I take great pleasure in transmitting to you a 
message which 1 have received from the House 
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of Assembly, expressing s^timents of the good 
conductor the twentieth lighf^ dragoons, under 
your command, which do gtj^at honour to the 
corps, and wjiich I request that you will com* 
municatc to them. 

I am, Sir, 

With sincere regard. 

Your faithful. 

And obedient servant, 
(Signed) G. ^^ugent. 

LietUenanUColonel Gillespie^ 


(Copy) -r 

Message of the House of Assembly at Ja* 
tnaica, to the Lieutenant*Governor. 

I % 

TX^cember 9, 1801. 

May it please your Honor, 

We are ordered by the House to wait on 
your Honor, and to express the high sense they 
entertain of the merits and uniform good con- 
duct of Licutenant-Cqlonel Gillespie, the of- 
ficers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, 
of the twentieth regiment of light dragoons, 
during their long residence in this islq^d. 
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House ot* Assembly. 

December 9, 1801. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, 

That the Receiver-General be authorised to 
pay to the order of Lieutenant-Colonel Gillespie 
the sum of one hundred guineas, to be by him 
expended in the purchase of a sword, as a tes- 
timony of the highest esteem with which his 
conduct is regarded by the House. 

True extract from the journals. 

F. Smith, Clerk of the Assembly, 

It may be proper also to insert in this place 
the declaration of Major-General Edward 
Churchill, who, as having been the Colonel of the 
twentieth regiment of light dragoons, before tl^e 
alteration which took place in the appointment 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Gillespie, must have been 
fully acquainted with the professional merits and 
private excellencies of the person to whom he 
bore this honourable testimony : 

“ I first of all knew Lieuteiiant-Colonel 
Gillespie in the island of k. . Domingo, and af- 
terwards in Jamaica, for seven years, during 
the whole of which time, a more active, brave, 
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and generous officer, I never had the honour to 
command. In St. Domingo, before he came 
under my command, he acted as Adjutant-Ge> 
neral, during which time he gave the most 
convincing proofs of his bravery, by volunteer- 
ing to take the command of the attack of at 
least two forts, which he stormed and took. 
Afterwards, in Jamaica, as it was my duty, I 
reviewed his regiment twice, and had no fault 
to find ; but, on the contrary, every thing w'as 
.perfect. 1 likewise visited the hospital, which 
was in a most perfect state. Every part of the 
discipline of the regiment was most studiously 
carried on. llis general character, throughout 
the whole island, was universally good.” 

, Such was the judgment formed of the value 
of this gallant and active officer, by one who 
had the best means of ascertaining it correctly ; 
and in this estimate of the worth of the colonel, 
all who were competent from personal obser- 
vation to deliver an opinion, most decidedly 
concurred. But “ envy will merit as its shade 
pursue,” and, from this tax upon human virtue, 
the subject of the present memoir could not 
look to be exempted. lie might, however. 
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have safely defied malice itself to allege any 
thing against his official conduct; and, yet so 
strangely are some minds constituted, as to 
fasten with venemous fangs upon that part of a 
character which is most pure and irreproachable. 
This happened to be the case with Colonel 
Gillespie, at the close of his long and laborious 
services in the West Indies. In the month of 
August, 1800, Major Allen Cameron came from 
England to join ti)e regiment ; but, during the 
nine months of his residence on the island, he 
did duty only between two and three months, 
being the rest of the time either absent on leave, 
or retunic'd as sick. That a person so little in> 
formed witli respect to the economy of a regi- 
ment, locally constructed and maintained as that 
was to which he belonged, should have made 
i: his immediate business to act the part of an 
informer against his commanding officer, indi- 
cated a disposition little accordant with the 
high principles which ought to animate every 
member of the military profession. Instead, 
however, of studying hi" own duties, and de- 
voting himself with becoming zeal and atten- 
tion to the discharge of it, in a liberal co-opera- 
£ 9 



tion with bis sssbeiates* tbentuiir. t>y th« 
statement which he afterwards publicly made^ 
took the first opportunity that offered of 80wih|^ 
dissention iu the regiment, by exciting sus> 
picions of malversation in the conduct of his 
superior. But, as the envious are sometimes 
too cunning for themselves, and are apt, by 
shooting beyond the mark, to bring their own 
motives and actions under inspection, so it was 
in the present instance. 

The major, who was fresh from England, did 
not wait long enough to become thoroughly 
acquainted with the anomalous constitution 
of the corps in which he served, before he 
ventured to insinuate that there was any thing 
wrong in its mechanism or direction ; but of his 
own motion, at the very outset, resolved to dis'< 
cover, if possible, some matter which might 
be moulded into a serious charge, that, by 
supplanting another, he might elevate himself. 
It is impossible to account, for his temerity 
on ^smy other ground: and it is established, 
beyond question, by his return to England, 
where, immediately on his arrival, he laid bis 
complaints on the subject of the bad state of 
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the regiment, and corrupt practices in its govern- 
meat, before the colonel. Lord Heathfield. 
But not meeting with the willing ear and 
encouragement that he expected, the major 
returned again to Jamaica; and such was his 
Candour, that immediately on his arrival, he 
communicated his accusations to General 
Nugent, the commander-in>chief. Here, also, 
he experienced that repulse of dignified silence 
which ought to have produced cool and 
serious reflection ; but instead of reviewing, 
with strictness, his own conduct, and examining 
with candour that of the man whom he was 
endeavouring to ruin, he repeated bis charge, 
in a second letter, to his excellency General 
Nugent, who paid the same respect to it that 
he had done to the former. The contempt 
thus cast upon his allegations in a quarter 
where they could be best appreciated, and 
where, if plausible, they coiild at once have 
produced a rigid investigation, might have 
taught the informer a lesson bf caution. In- 
stead of this, he contibued his enquiries by 
letters, and otherwise courting intelligence from 
various persons, that the same might he turned 
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to the disadvantage of the Lieutenant>Co- 
lonel, and the furtherance' of his own views. 
As these insidious attempts to undermine hip 
reputation could not be concealed from the 
former, and as some parts of the major's con« 
duct in the business were subversive of all 
discipline, the latter in his turn was made the 
object of a prosecution on the charges of sedi> 
tion and mutiny. Though acquitted by the 
general court-martial of the matter in charge, 
enough appeared to call for reprehension in 
having written an imprudent letter against his 
commanding officer to the paymaster of the 
regiment. Thus the harmony which had 
prevailed so long in the corps as to render it 
a model of imitation, was broken by the unjust 
ambition and meddling spirit of an individual 
who had never shared any of its toil or danger. 

In the autumn of 1803 the colonel landed 
with his regiment, consisting of three hundred 
effective men,- at Portsmouth ; and, after a 
minute inspection by the general who com- 
manded in that district, the condition of the 
dbrps was reported to His Royal Highness the 
Duke of York as being in the highest state of 



ordllh and discipline. This honourable attes* 
ration was accompanied by a particular compli- 
ment to tbecommandert on the very extraordinary 
circumstance of having brought , his rogiment 
to Europe, not only strong in number, but, in 
perfect health, after a long and arduous service 
in an unfavourable climate. Such a testimony, 
which, at any time, must have been gratifying 
to the feelings of an officer, on returning to his 
native land, could not but be peculiarly con- 
solatory in the present instance, wounded as 
those feelings were by the insidious arts and 
repeated calumnies of a disappointed but rest- 
less enemy. The gratitude of the inhabitants 
of Jamaica, the approbation of the commander- 
in-chief on that island, and. the admiratjpn 
produced by the appearance of the regiment 
aft'^r a long voyage, and undergoing much 
severe service, altogether formed a decisive 
confutation of that slander, which nothing but 
ignorance could have imagined or malevolence 
have uttered. But the triumph which the cause 
of truth obtained in these public marks of dis- 
tinction from authorities moat competent to 
form a correct judgment, and too elevated as 



well as unconnected ia bestow giatiiitous 
praise without ajconviction of its being merited, 
could neither repress the spirit of envy,, nor 
frustrate its machinations. 

The same unjustifiable enmity, carried on in 
the same dark and undermining manner, follow* 
ed the colonel to England, where the most 
studied arts were employed to prejudice him in 
the opinion of those with whom it was his 
natural wish to stand as unsullied as be did 
in his own upright mind. It was impossible 
that these aspersions could be altogether con* 
cealed from bis knowledge, and therefore, with 
that lively sensibility which conscious integrity 
ever manifests under the slightest imputation 
of wrong, the colonel was most anxious to 
submit his conduct to public' investigation. 
But the more be sought inquiry, the more was 
he mortified, in finding, that while attempts 
were made to lower him in the estimation of the 
service, without any just cause, still, every art 
and contrivance were adopted by delay to pre- 
set him from clearing his character before a 
^mpetent tribunal. The obvious course which 
the love of justice would have dictated in such a 
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ease was that of preferring specific grounds of 
complaint against the accused party to the com* 
mander-jn-chiefi immediately on tho arrival of 
the regiment from Jamaica, and when the busi- 
ness mighthave been examin^ with the least diffi- 
culty, in r^ard to expense and evidence. Instead 
of this, while defiimation continued its work, to 
theJnjury of the lieutenant-colonel in his circum- 
stances, and more so of his peace of ' mind, he 
was compelled to endure two years of anxious 
suspense before a court-martial was appointed 
to decide upon the allegations that had been ex- 
hibited with so much industry to his disad- 
vantage. At length the warrant for a conrt- 
- martial to be held was signed on the second of 
June, 1804 , and on.the rwenty-ninth of thespme 
month the proceedings commenced at Col- 
chester, before the following officers. 

PRESIDENT, 

Tan Hon. MAaoa-QsNBRAL John Hops. 

Major-General Henry ^rd Paget. 

BrigadieivGenonl John Bobinacai. 

Colonel John Slade, 1st oP’Royid Dragoons. 
Lieutenant-Colond James Stewart, 8nd Battalion 4Snd 

Regiment. 



]!iitfateiiant'»G>lonel John Wft]iioufle> . 7th- Light Dm> 
goons 

Lieuteiumt-Colonel -Charles Ceijet) 1st or Royal 
. Dragoons ' 

Lieutenant'Colonel Robert Campbell, 1st Rat tnlin^ 
42nd Regiment. 

Major John Gordon, 1st Battalion 93nd R^ment. 
Major John Cameron, 1st Battalion 92nd Recent. 
MdjOr Lawrence Henry Newton, Royal Artillery. 

Major Richard Hussey Vivian, 7th Ldglit Dragoons. 
Major Edward Kerrison, 7th Light Dragoons. 

Major J ohn Farquharson, Ist Battalion 42nd Regiment. 
Major Amos Godsil Norcott, 95th Regiment. 

Captain Archibald Morrison, West Norfolk Militia, 
Deputy Judge Advocate. 

flis Majesty's warrant being read, the charge 
exhibited against the prisoner, and to which 
he pleaded not guilty, was read as follows : 

Issuing false returns in the island of 
Janaaica, when he, Lieutenant-Colonel Robert 
Rollo Gillespie commanded the twentieth 
regiment of light dragoons, and thereby obtain- 
ing monthly, for the following period, Viz. 
frdliir the twenty-fifth day of November, 1800 , 
to the twenty-fourth day of October, ISOL. 
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both days inclusive, allowances for men stated 
to belong to the said regiment, then under his 
command, beyond the effective St^gth thereof 
in the said island; and likewise obtaining, fh>m 
the twenty-fifth day of November, 1800 , to the 
twenty-fifth day of December, 1801 , inclusive, 
allowances for commissioned and non-com- 
missioned ofilcers and quarter-masters belong- 
ing to the said regiment, then under his com- 
mand, beyond the allowances they were en- 
titled to receive for the above period/* 

This charge having been stated. Major Allen 
Cameron, the prosecutor, entered, at great 
length, into the" grounds of his original 
suspicion, the steps which he took in conse- 
qence of it, and the correspondence that had 
taken place between himself and the high 
military authorities whose province it was to 
institute an inquiry on the subject. 

In the course of bis speech, the prosecu tor en- 
deavoured to impress upon the court a persuasion 
that he was reluctantly compelled to appear as 
the accuser of his superior c^ifficer, by the express 
commands of His Royal Highness the Com- 
mander-in-chief.** But whatever unwillingness 



the major might have felt ittthe’latter atajge of the 
business, to proceed in the public investigation of 
the charges which hC had so long circulated 
against the lieUtenaot-coldnel, it was evident, from 
the very documents which were produced, that 
the onlyoomtaand imposed upon him was to sub> 
stantiate what he had advanced, or to abide the 
consequences. After having for so long a period, 
and in various ways, endeavoured to destroy the 
reputation of another officer, it was not to be en- 
dured that he should be suffered to let the 
inatter drop, and thus prevent the accused party, 
flom obtaining strict and impartial justice. The 
compulsion, therefore, which the prosecutor al- 
leged as an apology for his coming forward in 
that character, was the reverse of a distinction 
conferred in the way of sanction of his conduct ; 
neither could it be considered as implying any 
thing to the disadvantage of the’ colonel. 

The whole was intended to enable the latter to 
repel, in the most public and explicit manner, 
the allegations which had been so industriously 
and repeatedly circulated to his injury, botlTtn 
'Jamaica and in England; while, at the same 
time, with an equal regard to justice, this re- 
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quisUion. was calculated to give the prosecutor 
every opportunity of making good what h'e had 
so peremptorily maintained. The court sat, by 
adjournments, from Friday, June the twenty- 
ninth, to the seventeenth of July : and, at the 
several sittings, a number of witnesses belonging 
to the regiment were examined, and the ac- 
counts thereof particularly investigated ; from 
all of which, as well as from the testimony of 
various officers who had served in Jamaica, it 
appeared, to the satisfaction of the court, that 
the matters averred to have been wrong were 
not only warranted by the usage of the service 
in that quarter, but were necessary to the benefit 
of that particular corps, and humanely adopted 
for the comfort of the sick. It was proved, beyond 
contradiction, that the regiment was in the best 
r^ulated state while in that island, and this 
was moreover shewn to have arisen from the 
personal attentions of its commander there; and, 
among other particulars,* to the very liberal al- 
lowances which Wete at the present time ad- 
duced as grounds of aCcuiUation against him. 
Colonel Jones, who had been mgjor of the regi- 
ment previous to the prosecutor, and who, 
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therefom, wag perfectly coRipeteDi.to judge of 
the manner in which, it waa conducted, made 
this open declaration : ** To the beat of' my 
judgment, as an officer, 1 always conceived the 
duty of the twentieth light dragoons carried on 
in a most correct manner ; and Lieutenant«Co« 
lonel Gillespie, under whom 1 bad the honor to 
serve, 1 always found, in his situation as com- 
manding officer, a most zealous, persevering 
person, in whatever concerned the good of His 
Majesty's service, and the regiment under his 
command. Indeed, it appeared to me that he 
made it his utmost study to pay every attention 
to the welfare of the men, in a country where 
the badness of the climate required it so much.** 

Lieutenant-Colonel Brisbane, then qf the 
sixty-ninth regiment, who had served several 
years in the West Indies, gave this testimony 
of what he had observed in the conduct of 
the twentieth light dragoons: 

** 1 have seen them with great pleasure and 
satisfaction, as their interior economy far sur- 
passed any thing I had seen in the West Indies : 
L|fkerefore derived much local information from 
^em. Having resided there so Iqng, I had the 
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greater opportuni^ of observing tbeoi,^ ,a«,’ I 
m»y say* we both occupied one barrack.. The 
twentieth dragoons bad the rooms above, and 
we' below.*' With respect to ihe management 
of the hospital, and the treatment of the sick in 
the same regiment, the same officer gave Ibis 
honourable testimony : 

1 had frequentlyan opportunity.of observing 
the hospital, having been frequently in it .my- 
self, and I never «iw an -hospital in such perfect 
good order : with respect to the convalescents, 
1 have seen every attention paid to them, by 
their being sent to the most healthy situations 
that could be discovered in the neighbourhood 
of Spanish Town. 1 have seen as far as six or 
seven living at Colonel Gillespie’s bouse for 

i 

change of air ; and 1 conceive a change of air in 
that country, for a convalescent, every thing.** 
General Coote Manningbam, being questioned 
by Colonel Gillespie as follows : “ Having had 
the honour of servingon the staff with you, when 
adjutant-general in ‘St. Domingo, I request you 
may have the good^iss to inform the court 
what your opinion wm in respect to me,’* re- 
plied in these words : M Lieutenant-Colonel 



Oillespie was brigade-iQtlor.tp Genera} Wilferd* 
at the time 1 was adjutaot^general the forces 
in St. Domitfgo. 1 always looked apQti%>him as. 
anactivet zealous officer, moststrpngly^t'^ectedt 
to the good of His Miyesty^s service.; and* as 
spoken of by all the army, at the time 1 was in 
St Domingp, as an officer of uncommon gal* 
lanuy.*’ To the same effect was the testimony 
of Brigadier-General Stewart, ofthe nine^-fifth 
regiment, who had served with the colonel in 
St. Domingo: but what ought to be regarded 
as the proudest trophy in the triumph which 
the character of Ae latter gained at this affecting 
period, was the evidence of those who served 
under him, at the very time when the alleged 
extravagance or peculation was said to have 
occurred, in regard to the allowances for the 
hospital and the sick. The quarter-master being 
asked whether^ when particular things, were 
scarce in the, island, the/' were not supplied 
from the house of the colonel, replied in the 
affirji^tive ; . adding, ** 1 fUrtlrar know, thst 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gillespie acted to the sol- 
diers, under his command like a tender parent 
to his cbUdren.*^ Mr. Walker, surgeon of the 
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booh tW^iiiado rui#" ' 

the^stHyeoifQ^^tfnd if<;f^’uhd'^c6ri^ whs 1%ned 
by him, and hetit to tliek^irothixieiidinl^ <Mcer for' 
bis :. inspection : it also tifttdi^ent tbi^%8pi^c-" 
tiooof tbeour^pl^of^f^'fOiiOe's a*ni 0 ^^^ 
This.gentleiiiao fafthef"ot^erved> ib^ansWer ids 
question wbetber the regilKent Whs inot more ' 
libereily supplied thant^hy other in' thtif'dli^iter^ ; 
that “ b^^foyed it was fh>, ' since b^'^il^ed, ' 
at his first arrival, a mateHhl differencd'^^een ^ 
the hospital of the twendetb light dt^^j^s'^nd'^ 
an^t^her he had .dft^d«4; adding,^ 
the ;^ircpni|iancoi< Gbarg|^|i|^ih8t : %e' tioltmeY^ 
of pgi^fUing^j^ rogiiiie^^3^aNw”%1ldi^^ 
as they were , waifted^V ^as ihd ’l^at^^’ 



]^nefi(> and tbsit «ai^ Hi^«sVeif^4)fC9ar^}4»y 
their beiAg fo- lU^ralty .aupplied witHK^tooflCl^a 
iM^p^aptlXto thei^fi«ituaXioiK”, fn 
bptJi t»ith , liepp^t to tW4«di|di^y hf* 
men^ and the es<c;aUeat:a;^cd ito coihoiaiKM’K'^ 
-ww a^iKMdedby .tfa^.mstimcmy aorg^ 
Qi|^tbe,sij;ity.aiotlii regiment, whpi: being iftter- 
|lpgated, whether he had. an opportunity: oi ob* 
^aerving the manner ih,.«hich the hospitni the 
'^weptieth light dragoons was condpcted, replied : 
,** 1 had. The hospital was conducted in as 
{NToper a manner as', I have seen ip the island 
of Jamaica,' or . any part, of the West Indies 
that 1 have been An, , and the sick .attended' to 
with as much humanity as. possible. The, sur- 
gpon of the twentieth light, dragoons had the 
unlimited power of giving any. necessary article 
for their comfort ; they likewise gave stocky a 
wine, that was rather dear in that catilAtty » . and 
which was not generally adopted by other hos* 
pitals iqgthat island.” Thus, it was.pcpved by 
.{the strongest of ali evidence* that the allowSlwea 
for thp sick^ which wepe alleged to have -ex*. 
1|||j£d^rtbe 'r^uiations of the setwius* and to 
i^ve been misapplied, resulted from the most 
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e)caited motives; and weite for 

of'^Vr|»(»dB. ' .-■■•' J''-'*.-- ■■■' ■•‘i; 'toV'fHl 

Od' ^ttbh’ 8 foundation alone 
mlihftiiWve' t^ted, vfas'iWoidie’l^ii down 
by th^prdliec'utbr bimself* iv'boVln" bringing this 
charga/ pupated' '«tir wf6^a' fbr -ilm ^a|klay,/ti6t 
only of the iRnodencej bat Ui^humliity Of the 
accused. 'The* latter, hovirOv^i very p^'^rly 
cohceiWd Yl Id be hia i^y, a^ Wirrep<»ts'h^ 
been so bdslly dirculatddj for thd purpose 'df 
8taining^‘his moral character, to lay before \he 
court F^ters from various officers of the highest 
rank and reputation, who were i^eJl acquainted 
with his deportment. These interesting docu- 
ments are of so'mdchvaiue in themselves, and 
do so much honour to the writers, as well as 
to the person in whose' lavoUr they were com- 
posed, that it would be improper to omit them 
in the preikHt memoir. 

My dear Gillespie, 

^ieel very sincere^^ief at the very uhpl^^iit' 
and. diskgreeablif 'hituad^'' Ih whi^ ^on are' at 
present placed; for th<%gh’l am "tho^Bghly 



convinced jrou possess all the qualities neces- 
sary to constitute an officer and a gentleihan ; 
yet, 1 find by your letter that you not 
escaped unmerited censure. I'^melU to 
London shortly ; but 1 fear 1 shall >001 
time enough ^o bear personal testinieny of the 
h^h opinion I entertain of yOU ; fbr I can of 
truth assert, that when you left the'earabiheers 
you were a gentleman *of most unblemished re- 
putation ; and, since that period, t never heard 
any thing to your disadvantage; on the con- 
trary, many officers of high rank, who served 
with you, bes'towed great praises on your cou- 
rage and good conduct ; and I can Safely Say, 
that you were loved, esteemed, and respected, 
by all the officers of the carabineers under my 
command. 

I am. 

With great regard and estCem, 

Your very faithful friend and servant, 
Artutjk Oft-lfSBY, 

LieatenSlit.CoIonel, OsrSbiitten, 

I and tt^ajor.C|ei|eral. 

April 18, 1804. 
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EnUsti Juno 19Q4. 

Sfr, 

vt^jritten to you ^eforn I was fevoured 

* f ^ i j* ^ ^ 

with your last letter; but, lest my' letter should 

ifc I 

miscarry have grea,t pleapre in Msuring you 
that I should certainly have cumpli^ with your 
request, did, not my public avocations prevent 

i- 

me, and attended in person at the general court- 
martial, for the purpose of stating the high esti- 
mation I held you, both as a gentleman, and as 
a gallant and most zealous officer, during my 
command in St. Domingo ; and, that had 1 re- 
turned thither, it was my intention to have em- 
ployed you in the most conhdential manner. 

I am, with great truth. 

Your very faithful servant, 

J. G. SiMco, 
LieutenaoUGeneral. 

Dear Gillespie, 

On my return from ap excursion in attending 
His Royal Highness tbe*Pi*iq^ of Wales, 1 was 
favoured with your’s of thn eighth Sf September, 
and am sorry to learn you are likely to be 
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troubled, from so base motives, vi^ith a dourt- 
martial, t can with much truth assert, thit in 
vigiiauce, activity, and conduct, none in the 
army under my command exceeded yOu« ^ I ap- 
{minted you deputy adjutant-general ; and, on 
every occasion, where gallantry and the good 
oflicer was wanted, I rested secure in the proper 
execution of the enterprise. I valued you rr uch 
as an olKcer, and esteemed you as a gentleman 
and friend: and shall beat all tinves happy in 
giving you that support your conduct and be- 
haviour so well entitle you to from me and all 
your friends ; and request you will believe me, 
with esteem and respect, 

Your’s, very faithfully, 

John Whyte. 

Walburton House, Arundel, 

September 17, 1803. 


Falmouth, June 33, 1804. 

My dear Gillespie, 

I cong|atulate you on the prospect of a 
speedy termination of your most uncomfortable 
suspense ; aad assure you, I should with plea- 
a|||e have attdhded in person at Colchester, had 
not both duty and ill health placed insuperable 
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io the way. 1 hope and Iniat, iiow. 
evar, wli^t I now write will be reeeiired as the 
genuine ^lentiineotB 1 have mtet^^aioed of yoci 
iiiyy!g^,>nce the^^t of our 

acqnaiotao'ce ; and I Cf^not but think, twenty 
years e;Kperience of. your character entitles me 

t ”* * 

to attention, when I speak pf you, notlonly as 
an officer, but as a man. 

Your present situatioo will excuse tny taking 
a method, under other dircumstances, certainly 
obje ionable; I mean that of addressing to 
yourself sentiments that might, with more de> 
licacy, have been communicated through the 
medium of a third person: in the present in- 
stanc-' however, I doubt much how far such a 
testimony would be admissible ; and, indeed, it 
is only from a conviction of the candour and in- 
dulgence usual in general courts-martial, I can 
expect a favourable reception of what is now of- 
fered, and which you could obtain in no other 
way. 

1 can with truth affirm that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gillespie’s character, as an officer, has 
been invariably bravei^^u^ecjjirizing, active, and 
indefatigable. His first introduction into the 
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^ecvice pkc«4 him qnd«r my 
ye9r 17 ^ 9 , anfj qq evqry occasion aince» mrhere 
we bpye me^ pn eteryiee to$ether« 1 have hAd<tlMi 
a|r 9 ipg^ai|, icaaqn to applaud* hia* ooodnct^i. faipl 
acknowledge the value of tjliat assistance he ba| 
constantly afforded me^ in, situations lioth'of 
dl^culty and danger. .It is with sincere plea* 
sufe 1 speak of. him as a member' of society, 
having ever found him bonoarable, just, of dis* 
position the most conciliatory, and manners, in 
every aaspect, perfectly consistent with the cha- 
racter of a man of honour and a gentleman. 

R. R. WiLFoao, 

Major-General. 

With every good wish for a happy termina- 
tion to this unpleasant business, allow me to 
subscribe myself, . 

My dear Gillespie, 

Most truly and faithfully, 

Your’s, 

R. R. WiLFOflO. 

destroy |a 08 t effectually the whole of the 
chafegesi which were brought forward on the 
pmumption that the affairs of the regiment 



bill wilAiHy abu8ed> in JamaicB, by tbe 

connivance and with the ‘sanction of the bnti* 

teoant^coloDe], his ^cetlency Lord B^cairad'y 

tlm gnvi^nor of thal- island^' was cal)^, who 

produced the mesai^s and votes of the House 

« 

of Assembly, as deetsive of the fact that 'the 
matters in complaint were both known and ap- 
proved ‘ of by his lordship, 'and that respect- 
able body^ Lord Beldarras was also pleased 
to say, at the close of his evidence, ** the twen- 
tieth regiment was in a high state of distHpline, 
and their * internal economy was extremely 
good, whilst under ’the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gillespie.” 

The defence itself was couched in that firm, 

t 

dignified, and perspicuous language, which is 
expressive of, conscious integrity ; and, like 
the lion that shakes the droppings of the passing 
cloud from his mane, the colonel thus ad- 
dressed himself to the codrt: ** After nearly 
two years of the most painful anxiety, 1 have, 
thank God ! arrived* at the moment of relief : 
and though it is not i^ual for a person accused 
to assume the tone of^uib^h, yet surely the 



Jionr 'of e;iplaaatwn an jxuiq* 

be deeoiied the hour qf victory. ,s. ^ 

4 

« Th^^ger of ^flay was iij^ver^c^ 
oated t^hio) who. waited fotwwjffd, thaojthaa’ 
been by roe wbq pant^ fpr roy deliverance 
from charges as foul as 1 ^^11 prove they are 
malicious aod unfounded,^ I say piBiicioua, 
b^use they originated in the personal re- 
venge of one who sought the safest way of 
gratifying it/' 

After touching, indignantly, on the plea of the 

*• * f I i 

prosecutor, that this office bad been imposed 
upon biro by the coromander-in-ebief, the co- 
lonel produced, as a complete refutation of that 
^assertion, the following letter. 


Hone.Gnwpd8, ^2nd June, 1804, 

Sir, 

. In reply to your letter of the twentieth 

•r s « 

instant, I have authority to say, that, in conse- 

. quence of the charges voluntarily preferred 
• * 

agaifist you by Major Cameron, bis Royal 
Higbnmsthe CoQiroaoder*in«ohiefhas judged- it 
Jl^essaiiy to order the eame , to be anvestig|ded 



by a oourtomartibl, .beibra'trhiob hi^ 
Royal Highness expeets'the^ m^jor wUt* il^like 
good his accusation, or abide by ’the (^n8e> 
quencea of traduciai; his coaimabding officer. 

' I have thehooour tb be, ' 

81 r,‘ 

> Your idost hUtnble Servant, 

■ W. WVNVAnD. 
Deputy 4djatant»GeiieraJ« 

t 

Having observed that this letter was the best 
answer to the bold and unqualified assertion 
of the accuser, * that the prosecution, on his 
part, was not a matter of choice, but compul- 
sion,’ the colonel proceeded in these termst 
I shall carefully pass over all observations on 
the court-martial held on Major Cameron, by 
which he was sentenced to six months sus- 
pension, because the court has decided they 
cannot entertain the subject. It is enough for 
me that tlie prosecutor assigns it as a subject of 
* recrimination,* although that rather shakes 
the sincerity of ascribing. * the good of the 
service, as the motived tliis prosecution ;* but 
this he acutely accounts for, by allowing that 



* auppoaed peraiuial the 

judgment^ and creij^te prejudice.* 

** lily defence, hbvrever,. shall, not depepd,^ 
on .the. i^ncouF/of. niy prQSpcpt^rjj b^ut^n, my^ 
own Innoeeoce, JUt establish: whiph | .no.vr 
prpoeed* In* ^pdeavpuring to, follow the evi* 
den.ce, 1 canjnot bur, complain , t^a^t it. devolves 
on a prisoner to,, eluptdate t^ie,. charges against 
him, and 1 really feel 1 have nvn'e . to atchieve 
in clearing away the trash under which the 
, filets alleged against me are bidden, than to 
answer those facts themselves. To obviate, 
as much as possible, this loss of time, and 

additional trouble, the court will do me the 

\ 

justice to recollect, that in most of the in« 
stances alluded to 1 was ready to admit the 
facts, subject to such explanation as 1 might 
think it. right to resort to in my defence; but 
this was rejected by the pros^ntor, unless 
accompanied with an acknowledgment of 
guilt, from which 1 declare 1 am free ; indeed, 

I could not conceive the gratification of com* 
palling the court to sit for seven days out of 
^tMif ealculating the amount of* the sums 
asserted to have been improperly received* 



tb«t tbey 'miglit (in (he pl-osecutor** pbrate) 
* enter the ialsities fn roqid ItaAberd/ '‘'Fbhi 
trouble vraeij es 1 conceive/unnecessaiy, if the 
tnensifte was just!fAnbIe:'end ifiiiinjiistibable, 
the crime was liitie'enbaoc^d by the amount: 
najr, so indefatigable ’was he in the waate of 
time; that lieutenant Card^Was called in, 1 
know not bow often, to prove my hand-writing 
to returns which '•! acknowledged : but* it was 
auxiliary to the main object, which was not 
so much to prove the substance of the charfe, 
as to discover subjects, which, from want -of 
immediate explanation, might be tortured into 
additional crimes. 

** Before I enter into the detail of my defence, 

1 will take the liberty of stating to the court, 
with whom I can have no reserve, the prin- 
ciples on which 1 have acted, as they will best 
account ftw th|^ means 1 have ever pursued. 
The common and municipal laws of this 
country, so avowedly calculated for the protec- 
tion of persons and property, 1 suppose from the 
natute and spirit of and the consider- 

ation Of the variety oft Arsons concerned 1n the 
judgment and exercise of them, makes it nece»- 
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mry that the very letter should becMiie » part of 
the law itself. ' <> . 

** Persons nr the military profession sve etjoally ^ 
amenable to the laws of the country with all 
other subjects: but the* laws sanctioned by the 
king and parliament for the cognizance of mili- 
tary offences are in their natore^more liberal) 
the grand object being to discover the truth) 
and not in any way to profit -by errors, or 
what, in other courts, are called flaws in the 
proceedings. ' 

lo the present case, hardly any thing is to be 
discerned of a nature entitled to the cognizance 
of a court-martial; a prosecutor, throughout 
seeking for any thing like crime or error, even 
from what passes in the course of evidence. 
Nothing partaking even of the shadow of bad 
intention has been exhibited to the court, even 
by the charge itself; but at mosllr the 'errors in 
judgment of an officer, in the arduous Execution 
of his duty, hi the wont of climates^ When a 
commanding officer, to deServe that name, 
slgfofld shew that be has a iliintl enable of etB*< 
•Hscin^ every honourable means that inSy occur, 
to keep Hfo and soul together in the troops under 



feiseonuntnid} and to kee{», his tie|rfili<niC«lii » 
state of heaUb and discipline, to tender them 
equal to dm mneigencies eV any dCieripiioB. 

** Hundreds of Histaitces may^be adduced, of 
regiitmnts, in the d^dtest^ poslible periods of 
time^ 'beving been .rendered iMMerviceable, nay 
worse, having' been annihilated, froni the want 
of energy and expedient in those et'their head ; 
and, surelytiin s9ob melancholy cases, the coun- 
try cannob.ealaly' be brought either to admire 
or defend such very prudent conduct. Were 1 
speaking to men of less enlightened^ minds than 
those to whom I have the honour of addressing 
myself, this kind of language) might, to such as 
have not served in the West Indies, perhaps 
require more elucidation. But to those that 
have, and at the same time have possessed 
common observation, it must have bden clearly 
evident, 'thiit be a good officer in the com- 
mand of«a r^inent in the West Indies, the 
person so circumstanced must possess judg- 
ment, humanity, aeal^ and expedient: and to 
check an officer poss^isingiall these qualities, 
to 'gratify «tbe ends of^y individual, appeam* 
to be impolitic, to $ay the least of it : thousands 
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of lives titey be'MVfed th^^ndbufa^meii^ 
of these qualities t add certainl^f aot /6^iaany, 
if the letter, aid not the spirit oi thelhyi is ^oi 
become the onty criterion by whfob he is to be 
judged/' > •• ' V » , » . ' 

The incontrovertible force of tbiO reasoning 
could dot ftil to make a strongismprdssion upon 
all who heard it^ contrasted, as it tfas, with the 
calculating policy manifesteckttbrou^out the 
prosecution. As it was neceaiiry’,. however, 
that the minutiae of the evidence should be re- 
plied to end explained, the colonel entered into 
this part of bis defence with the same candour 
and clearness that distinguished him throughout 
the business. Having gone over all the charges, 
according to the order in which they stood, 
and proved by the highest authorities that in 
every part.he had acted^'precedent, with the 
approbation of those wlro had i»6per cog- 
nizance of his conduct, and confonnabiy to the 
established usages lOf tfaejsjhmd, be thus spoke 
of bis own servfi^ in tb J^art of tb& world 
«*^ow I bavtcondUotedlii^lNit^^ fer as the 
Ilmen of those who are moat eoippetent to 

m 

decide, Ikm been stated tolhd court, to whioli 
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I beg leave to add the testimony of those for 
whose service the regiment was raised, and 
under whose observation it continually was. 
In the year 18QS, 1 embarked the regiment in 
perfect health, and accompanied it to England, 
where I lauded the men in the state deposed 
to by Major-General Whitelocke, who inspected 
them on their arrival. Thus, after upwards of 
eleven years incessant hard service, during 
which time, except whilst confined by wounds 
in St. Domingo, I have scarcely missed a single 
day’s duty; yet, on my return to my native 
Country, after passing the prime of my life in the 
West Indies, I was assailed by these chaiges, 
and doomed each day, even<rup to the day of 
my trial, to suffer under the most opprobrious 
misrepresentations. It has often been asked, 
during the course of the trial, whether there 
was any thing in 4ie establishment of the twen- 
tieth light dragoons different from that of other 
regiments. It has been properly answered. 

“The regiment was ’different not only from 
others in the West Indies* but from every one 
in Jamaica: it was paid by the island exclu- 
sively, and all the allowances to it were settled 



and allotved by them only. They bad a right 
to allow or refuse whatever they pleased ; and 
therefore, after a final arrangement and dks- 
chaige with the proper Board there, I might 
perhaps have fairly declined the inquiry of any 
other tribunal ; but this is not consistent with 
my feelings, and for that reason 1 admitted as 
evidence those copies produced by the pro> 
sccutor, without which this’triai could not have 
taken place in this country* Let all who hear 
me ask their own hearts if this is the symptom 
of a guilty mind. On the tec|imonies to the ge- 
neral character 1 have received, it would ill be- 
come me to remark : I would apologize for pro- 
ducing them, did4 not know how jealous every 
officer is of his character. To be unimpeacbed 
through a life of service is no dishonourable tes- 
timony, and therefore I shall be excused in 
adding some additional onesfpand in calling the 
attention of the Court to a vote of the House 
of Assembly in the year 1799» bespeaking their 
opinion of me, and to lay on the table a letter 
I received Yrom bis Excellency General Nu- 
flsnt, inclosing another vote oC, thanks to the 
regiment, and a presentation to me of a sword. 
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in token of their Approbation on our leaving the 
island. It might be thought 1 did not set a 
sufficient value on these testimonies, if I did 
not produce them ; I therefore lay them on the 
table, and request they may be entered on the 
minutes/’ 

The Court having brdered these documents, 
and the letters of testimonial to the excellent 
character of thd colonel, to be entered in the 
proceedings, the latter concluded his defence 
* in these words:— - 

I would venture to ask every individual 
member of this honourable Court, whether any 
command, to which bis talents may entitle him, 
however flattering it may be, 'would be accept- 
able, if left open to such attacks as this I have 
most feelingly experienced. Whether 1 have 
deserved it, will be the subject of your judg- 
ment. In your haflds I confide my honour, and 
whatever may be your decision, well knowing 
the principles, on which it will be founded, to 
that decision I most cheerfully submit.” 

The Court, after hearing the prosecutor in 
his reply, of which in this' place nothing more 
need to be said than that it was framed in the 
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same spirit of hostility which originated the 
accusation, adjourned to Tuesday the seven- 
teenth^of July, and then delivered the followjng 
sentence:— 

** The court-martial having duly/W^ighed'the 
evidence given in support of the charge'preferred 
against the prisoner, Lieutenant Colonel Robert 

ft . 

Kollo Gillespie, of the twentieth (or Jamaica) 
regiment of light dragoons, with that which he 
has adduced in his defence, is of opinion that 
he is Not Guilty of the charge preferred 
against him, and doth therefore most honour- 
ably ACQUIT HIM, inasmuch as he appears to 
have acted entirely for the good of the service, 
from long established custom, and in the in- 
stance of the regiment which be commanded, 
with the sanction of the commander of the island, 
and of the states thereof.” 

John Hope, M. G. 

President. 

Archibald Morrison. 

Deputy Judge- Advocate. 

.1 As in ail the vicissitudes of life. there is » 
mixture of good, which preponderates in the 
end over evil, so this ordeal, though painfully 
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aqute to a mind attuned to the finest feelings, 
was eventually beneficial, in making more ge- 
nerally known the high character of this brave 
officer, and bringing his extraordinary case 
under the particular observation of government, 
by whom bis merits, and the hardships which 
he bad endured, were duly appreciated in the 
dismissal of his accuser from the service. Re- 
sentment, however, was never sutfered to gain 
such an ascendency in the mind of the colonel, 
as to derive a satisfaction from the errors and mis- 
fortunes of others ; and how remote be was from 
a vindictive disposition, appeared afterwards at 
Madras, where the brother of his prosecutor, the 
late Captain Cameron, of the East India Com- 
pany’s ship the Lady Jane Gordon, eagerly solicit- 
ed his friendship, and obtained it ; the one being 
as desirous of making an atonement for the wrong 
inflicted by his relative, as the other was of 
evincing bis inclination to cast over it the 
mantle of oblivion. 

Still the suffering produced by such a state 
of tedious suspense, under the pressure of 
charges that were equally cruel and unjust, 
could not <be healed at once : and it is not to 
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be wondered that a spirit, naturally actjve and 
ardent, should seek relief from painful remern* 
brances and distressing circumstances in a dis- 
tant region. 

That trouble never comes with a single hand, 
was completely proved in the paesent instance; 
for though incapable of committing an inten- 
tional wrong to others, the colons^. unfortu- 
nately fell into difficulties at this period, through 
the generosity of his temper, and owing to- his 
Want of prudence, in placing confidence in per- 
sons of whose honour he entertained no doubt, 
but who cruelly abused the trust placed in thei|. 
integrity. Ih consequence of these embarrass- 
ments, he made an ejcchange, on the seventh of 
May, 180 d, with Sir Robert Wilson, of the 
nineteenth light dragoons, which regiment being 
then in India, he resolved to proceed thither 
over land. Accordingly, in the following 
month, he left England, and went to Hamburgh, 
where he was under the necessity of putting on 
a disguise, to avoid the observation of the 
French, who were then in considerable force at 
Harburgh, on the opposite side of^e Elbe, 
and from whence they were enabkid to k^p 



8f 

Hamburgh coqi|dete}y uofler their inspection 
and controoU In what planner they exercised 
their ppiser at this time, appeared from the out* 
rage pf seising opr minister, Sir George Riim- 
bold, and oprryti^ htpa to France, in defiance 
of the lava of nations. While at Hamburgh, the 
colonel went one night to the theatre, where he 
was accoachd by a man closely muffled up in a 
great coat, with fvhqpt he entered ipto conver- 
satioh, and found that be was his countryman. 
This person proved to be no other than Napper 
Tandy; and though the political principles of 
that delebrated cbaraqter were completely at va- 
riance with those of tbp colonel, the latter de- 
rived from this casual acquaintance the most 
substantial benefit. Being informed by bis 
countryman, that his liberty, and perhapp his 
life, was in danger at that place, he immediately 
effected a retreat to Altona, where a commercial 
friend afforded him the means of concealment 
till the search which ipas made after him by the 
French spies was ofet. Having thus narrowly 
escaped the misery of ^^ivjity at least, if not 
a worse fi^f* he proceeded to Berlin, and from 
thepce to Vienna, by the way of Dresden# 



During bis reMence at thesa'IeourtSk be hrfi) 
frequent oceasion to contrast the intrigtffng^ae- 
tiviiy and address of the Fienefa diprlottatists, 
with the mechanical finrmality and measot^ 
precision of the British 'thinisters^'kt those bail-* 
portant situations. This Was at the critical mo- 
mefat, when, by the coalition between Austria 
and Russia against Fiance, notfaing Wa's wanting 
but the additional weight of Prussia in the scale, 
and a correspondent eneigy ifr the direction of 
the war. Here the superiority of French po- 
licy appeared manifest in its influence Over the 

councils of the Prussian cabinet, and thereby 
<« 

keeping that state neutral, till the hour should 
come, when her hostility might be pmviflced, 
not only with impunity, but to the advantage of 
her pretended friend end real foe. Another in- 
stance of the ascendency of the French faction, 
and its baneful effect on the credulity of nations, 
was observed by the colonel at Vienna, where, 
when the war was found tol|Winevitable, the agents 
of France exerted themselves to the utmost, in 
4Mfi0ikavouring to get Quneral Mack placed at the 
%ead of the Austrian army. The zeAf which was 
*evinced to secure that appointment by persons 
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wlK^werekoof#ii> to be ioeNii«d tO''tt>e'’l^e)ti- 
tiobaiy stoto<of fbings, Puglia- to '> have o’p^ed 
tbe QjraM^of'theae whtf were iotereatad io obeekittg 
its iMT^ress; bttti nocwiffastaadiii^tbe jialpable 
fipiUyef^tfiisiiiig^tf'iebarge, upon which the ihte 
of Europe seaibed.to de|lend, iPto tbe hands of 
a man Who was despised by the whole Austrian 
service^ 'Mch was the infatuation which pre- 
vailed over the ooundtls of the Court of Vienna, 
that Mack obtained 'the command ; and tha re- 
mainder of the Story may be discovered in the 
surrender of Ulm. Colonel Gillespie made his 
remarks on these passing mdvements, as he went 
through Germany, and his penetrating mind an- 
ticipated most of what followed ; in which re- 
spect, his sentiments coincided, though unknown 
to himself, with those entertained by the hero 
of another element, to' whose professional cha- 
racter his own bore a near resemblance; for 
when Nelson became acquainted with Mack*, at 
the Court of NaplSI^ he bad no hesitation in 
pronouncing him a vtty contemptible general, 
from whose imbecility aHe worst consequences 
were to bwlpprehended. ‘ 

On leaving Vienna, Colonel Gillespie pursued 



hk course tbfoogli Austrian Po!and» and aeaa 
Lembei]g>, or Leopold, fti (SalliciS, be had theaa- 
tisfhetioh of meetinl' the grand Austro-Russian 
army i but this pleasure was somewhat dhaaped 
by an occurrence, wbiohy mnnotheu time, would 
not have produced the slightest concern in bis 
generous mind. While hie cabriolet drew up 
on the side of the road to let the troops pass, 
an illustrious persont^e being attracted by the 
cOloners arms, and two fewliug-pieces which 
were in the carriage, stopped to examine them. 
Having paid minute attention to them, be was 
pleased to expMss himself in very gracious terms 
of admiration, but frartiolilarly with one of the 
guns, which, without any ceremony, he handed 
quietly over to ah orderly, who rode off with it 
instantly. The colonel in vain cried out that he 
was an English officer, engaged in a long and dan* 
gerous journey, which rendered the arms that be 
had provided indispensably necessary to hissafety ; 
but in spite of all that he^uld urge, the piece 
was retained us lawful prize, nor wSs any apology 
Qb^ason offered to out eountiyman for the de« 
Itiriitioo. 

The colonel in hisjourney through Servia had 
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an interview with the celebrate4 ohief» Z^ef 
George, who treated him in ahospitahle manner : 
but on bia paaaage acroaa the Eux;ine, he avul 
hia aervant, with a medical gmrtleman >who ac- 
companied him to India,, bad a narrow eacape 
from the treachery of the pilot. Thia fellow^ 
inatead of ahaping hia couraeforConatantinople, 
according to agreement, ateered in a direction 
which would have brought the veasel into one 
of the piratical pgrta on the Aaiatic ahore of the 
Black Sea. Whether hia deaign in this was to 
sell the passengers for slaves, or to rob and 
murder them, could make little difference, the 
one case being almost aa bad as the other. For** 
tunately, the eye of the eolopel.was intent upon 
the treacherous manoeuvring of the corsair, 
which begat suspicion : and as they were ap- 
proaching the fatal coast, bisgudgment con* 
vinced him that it was not the port to which he 
was bound. There was no time for consulta- 
tion in such a desperate ease; and therefore, 
taking up his doubie*barrelled gun, be ran 
to the stern, and levellings the piece at the bead 
of the ateeounan, threatened to discharge the 



contents into bis head) if he did not instantly 
put tbe< vessel about. This bad the desired 
effect) and the colonel continued at the post 
which he had taken, with his piece over the 
man, till they were out of any further appre- 
hension of danger. 

Soon after his arrival at Constantinople, he 
experienced another singular adventure. At the 
house where he resided, was a French officer ; 
who wishing, probably, to become acquainted 
with the business and distinction of bis fellow- 
lodger, gave him an invitation to dinner, which 
the coloneb from an unwillingness to form an in- 
timacy with strangers in such a place, thought 
proper to decline. This be' did with the 
greatest politeness; notwithstanding which, the 
refusal was felt so offensively by the Frenchman, 
that he could not repress bis indignation and ill 
manners, exclaiming, loud enough to be beard as 
he was going up stairs, that ** he should be glad 
to kill an Englishman.'* The colonel was not one 
of those who would seek a contest of this sort, 
but the insult was too personal and gross to pass 
l|liHK>ticed ; so, very coolly, waiting upon this 
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man of courage, he said, ** As it is yoUr irisb to 
kill an Englishman, I am come to give you 
that satisfaction, by trying your skill upon met** 
The oflFhr was too imperative to be evaded; so to 
it they went with their swords ; but the gas* 
conading hero was soon wounded and disarmed^ 
which, if it did not abate his vanity, taught him 
at least a practical lesson of caution, to avoid 
treating with contempt persons of an unas- 
suming appearance. 

On account of the disturbances which then 

rendered travelling dangerous in Turkish Asia, 

the colonel and his servant proceeded by the 

way of Greece for Aleppo,, as the nearest 

point from whence they could* with safety cross 

the desert ; but In their journey, they had a 

very narrow escape with their lives, by falling 

among a party of wandering Arabs. While the 

Europeans were sitting apart by themselves, 
♦ 

Colonel Gillespie's servant. Who, to his general 
knowledge of languagbs added that of the Arabic, 
discovered, from soibte whisperings at sup- 
per, that a design was^f>nising to murder his 
master for the sake of his arms, to which the 



04 

'chief had taken a fency.- Fortunately, however, 

/ 

the des!^ was suspended by a sudden com- 
plaint, which attacked the chief with suqh 
violence, that in his agony he made application 
to Colonel Gillespie for relief, it being a com- 
mon ojiinion among these people that all Eu- 
ropean travellers are well skilled in physic* 
Knowing this, the colonel, before his departure 
from Constantinople, had taken care to provide 
himself with some medicines ; and on the pre- 
sent occasion he selected one which he was 
aware would operate powerfully enough. The 
Areb, soon after swallowing the dose, was taken 
with such excruciating pain and gripings, as to 
leave no doubt iwfais mind that he was poisoned. 
An uncommon bustle ensued among his people, 
and eveiy thing indicated the commencement 
of a terrible conflict, for which the colonel pre- 
pared himself, being determined that his life 
sfaottld^ be dearly purchased by his assailants. 
But just as the stmrm was about to burst forth, 
the remedy that bad been administered produced 
sil(j«teoded effect; and the patient being thus 
simierfuUy relieved from the acuteness of suf- 
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feriilg, cbang^ his resentment into gratitude. 
Every mark of hospitality was noW'^sbewa to 
the colonel and his company ; and the chief of 
the band continued to give them 'his powerful 
protection) during a great part of their perilous 
journey. At Bagdad, where the colonel was' 
induced to make some stay, he formed an ac- 
quaintance with the celebrated Alt Pachst who 
distinguished him in a particular manner ; and 
as a testimony of his esteem, presented him 
with a very valuable Arabian horse. This ani- 
mal, which became well known afterwards in 
India by the name of the donor, was given by 
the colonel to the company’s stud at Poosab, 
in Bengal, for the purpose«rof improving the 
breed, which cannot fail to fa% of essential be- 
neht in that country. Proceeding at'length to 
Bussorah, our traveller embarked for Bombay, 
from which place he made the best of his way 
to Madras. This was early in the yeai^;} 806 ; 
and soon after he Was appointed to the com- 
roand at Arcot, wbete he bad been but a few 
days, when the dread^j explosion took {dace 
at Vellore, which threatened not only she de- 
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s^ruction of our settlements in Mysore, b^t the 
utter extermination of the English power in the 
east. ^ 

It is beside our purpose here to enter into a 
minute detail of the various causes which com- 
bined in producing the insurrection and cata- 
strophe that now took place ; but no doubt can 
be entertained that the^ alterations in the dress 
of the native troops were no more than a mere 
pretext for the discontent and mutiny. Certain 
it is, that the business had a much deeper 
foundation, and a more extended line of ope- 
rations, than appeared at the time ; for though 
the military regulations might have been in some 
degree calculated to excite fears in the preju- 
diced minds of the natives, who naturally ^elt 
apprehensive of farther innovations, civil and 
religious, still tJiese jealousies were nothing 
more than convenient matter, upon which the 
designing were enabled to act and to convert 
to another object. The sepoys an^ the 
lower classes of the people were only instru- 
ments in the hands of crafty, ambitious, and 
kiiriguing men, who, in their hatred of the 
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£!ogliblij hoped by this opportunity to succeed 
at once in annihilating our dominion in that 
quarter. With this view, it was resolved, by a 
general massacre, at the same time to distradt 
the attention, and to render the efforts of the 
Europeans of no avail, by a rising at once in 
different places, waiting for the^uccess' of that 
at Vellore as the signal to spread the work of 
carnage and desolation through the three pre- 
sidencies. , The scheme was planned upon a 
scale so extended, and with such a* superiority 
of skill In the direction, as to prove clearly 
that it had been long in contemplation, and 
that it was under the management of those, 
who, to great intellect and inveterate malignity, 
added the powerful means of riches and num- 
bers. Vellore was pitched upon as the centre 
of operations, on account of its local advan- 
tt^s, and because it afforded a rallying point, 
^ being she^spot selected by our government 
for the ntsidence of th^sons of the Sultaun Tip-_ 
poo. From the turbulent state of the native 
chiefs, and the natural jtjilouity of foreigners, 
it was anticipated by the authors of this for- 
midable conspiracy that the whole mass of 


H 
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population would be so favourable to Jhe !a« 
auigents, as to withhold all assistance from the 
objects of their fury. < 

This was the critical period when 1;he lieu- 
tenant-colonel took the command at Arcot, 
where he lealnt, with great satisfaction, that his 
old .companion in arms. Colonel Fancourt, with 
whom he bad served in -S't. Domingo under 
General Simco, was then at the head of the 

V 

neighbouring garrison of Vellore. On the ninth 
of July, Colonel Gillespie had appointed to 
have dined with his friend and himily f but just 
as he mounted his horse for that purpose, some 
letters arrived from the government, which, 
requiring immediate answers, compelled him to 
relinquish his visit, and to send' an apology to 
Colonel Fancourt for his unavoidable absence. 

t 


There was a visible interposition of Divine 
Providence in this disappointment ; since, had 
it not been for the imperative circumstance of 
duty which detained him at Arcot, ii^oloneL 
Gillespie woo|d, in ell probability, have shared 


elancholy catastrophe of his brave and 


fttunate acquaintance. The troops which 


at this time garrisoned Vellore were six com- 
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panics %tf the first battalion of the first ragiment 
of native infantry, the second battalion of that 
twenty«tbird regiment, aqd four complete com<« 
panics of His Majesty’s sixty-nintb regiment. 

The confederates intended that all who W9n 
brought to join in the insurrection should a<^ 
upon a preconcerted plan, which had been di- 
gested and privately circulated by some of the 
Marawa chiefs: and in connexion with them 
were some Frenchmen disguised as Fakeers, 
who went' about the coqntry inveighing gveiy 
where against the English as robbers and ty> 
rants. Unhappily, the splendour which the 
sons of Tippoo were enabled by our Kberality 
to keep up, and the liberty which they enjoyed 
of bolding an intercouree with a continual in- 
flux of strangers, contributed to strengthen the 
conspiracy, and to facilitate the desperate re- 
solution of those who formed it. They were, 
however, as it seemed, too precipitate ; and the 
very dsm that Colonel Gillespie was to have 
dined with his friend happened ^ be the one 
which the insurgents pitched lipon as the most 
opportune for their diabolical purpose, encou- 
rt^ed thereto, in all likelihood, by the unsus- 

» * 
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pecting deportment our officers, the 
extreme mildness of the government. It was, 
indeed, to many valuable men a fatal supine^ 
ness ; for while they were enjoying in complete 
confidence social^ harmony, neither apprehen- 
sive of evil designs in others, nor meditating 
oppression themselves, the murderous plot was 
ripening into action. About two o’clock in 
the morning of the tenth of July, just as the 
moon had risei^ above the horizon, the £uro- 
pea^barracks at Vellore were silently sur- 
rounded, and a most destructive fire was poured 
in at every door and window from musketry 
and a siX'pounder upon the poor defenceless 
soldiers, who, being taken by surprise, fell in 
heaps. At the same moment, the European 
soldiers, with those on the main guard, and 
even the sick in the hospital, we|p inhu- 
manly butchered ; after which, the assassins 
hastened to the houses of the officers, where 
they put to death all that fell into thejjr hands. 
Colonel M*Kerras, who commanded one of 

nr 

battalions, was shot while haranguing his 
men on the parade ground ; and (Colonel Fan- 
court fell in like manner, as he was proceeding 
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to th^main guard. Lieutenant Ely, of the 

sixty.Qjntb^ with his infint son in hit^tms, 

1 •• 

wa# bayonetted in the presence of his wiih^: 
and this scene of barbarity continued till about 
seven o’clock, when two officers and a sur- 
geon, whose quarters were near to the Europeab 
barracks, contrived to* get in, and take the 
command of the remains of the four companies. 
These few men made a sally from the ^&rracks ; 
and having gained possession of the sis-pounder, 
they fought their way desperately through their 
assailants, till they succeeded in rOachi^ the 
gateway, on the top of which Serjeant Brodie, 
with bis European guard, continued most gal- 
lantly to resist the whole body of insurgents. 

Such was the state of things at Vellore, When 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gillespie, totally ignorant of 
the confusion that raged there, mounted his horse 
at six Vclock in4he morning, with the inten- 
tion of riding over to breakfast. At the instant 
he was about to set out, the dismal tidings 
came (H the tragic fitter of his friend, and the 
horrora tbat were still prjfvhiliQg. No tipie was 
to be lost> and, therefore, collecting imme- 
diately about a troop of the nineteenth drpi 
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goons, and ordering Ifae gallop0f< guiia to foHotf 
with ail speed, he Mstened forward n^lth the 
dthloSt eagferness. So anxious, indeed, wgs to 

i 

redhK thp p4ace, tbal he' was considerably in ad* 
▼ance of his men all the way ; and on his ap- 
pearance, Sefjeant Brodie, who had served with 
hidi in St. Domingo, instantly recognized biro, 
and 'turning to* his 'drooping comrades, he ex- 
claimed ill' If Colonel Gillespie be alive, he is now 
at the liead of the nineteenth dragoons, and God 
Alchi^hty has sent him from the \l^est Indies 
to s4N^bur lives in the East.*' It was indeed, 
in all respects, "such a display of divine goodness, 
aifcould hardly fail to kindle in the most thought- 

•t 

less mind a ray of devotional gratitude, while 
hdpe was pointing out a prospect of deliverance. 
Uiged on by the noblest of all motives,' that of 
saving his fellow-creatures, the colonel, re- 
gardless of his own safety, and in the dice of a 
furious fire poured upon him from the walls, 
pushed towards; the bastion, where a chain, 
formed of the soldiers* belts; being let dowlf by the 
seijeant, the latter had the indescribable satisfac- 
tihlti^of welcoming a leader front wbdfai he knew 
eyery thing might be expected that energy and 
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pecMVeraiwe cpuld accoJupUsb* JqvQS^ately 
on aauimifig tha .commaiiil, the liapte<|j|Q^fi9« 
loiHl fonned the resolution of obaigpig 
tineeaswith thebayooett wlycb,jif^ 4 ^iedinto 
execution, and thus kept them in cbtsck Ull tbe 
arrival of tbe galloper gunsijvban, orders yt^e 
given to blow^ open tbe gate* being 

promptly done, tbe dragoons entern!i|,) , ^ud a 
abort but severe conflict ensued. l|)p sepoys 
were encouraged to make a desperate stand by 
tbeir officers ; but, after losing about. six bun- 
dred, who were cut in pieces on .tbe tbe 

rest fled in all directions. A considerable num- 
ber escaped througb tbe sally>port : but nmpy 
hundreds were taken in hiding places, and .im- 
prisoned. The standard of Tippoo bad been 
hoisted on the palace soon after the dreadful 
business commenced, which left no dopbt of 
its being projected with the knowledge Qf tbe 
princes. So well assured, indeed, was tbe lieu- 
tenant-coloneiof this fact, that in the first emo- 
tion oC indignation, wipieasioned by the death of 
his frielKi, and the spectacle, which 

I 

preseoteik^tself on ell 8i4ea, be would haveMion- 
sented to the demands of the enraged soldifcs. 
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^bo were bent upon entering tbe pelace. But 
tbe entreaties of 8oin%erBone wbo bad the care 
Qf,Jtihe princes prevailed ; and though the coMiiel ' 
C9^d not be persuaded of their innocence, he 
condescended to take them under his protec* 
tiop^ and sent them soon after with a guard to 
h||tdra)|. Thus, it may^be truly said, did the 
prtpinEipt and decisive spirit of one man put 
an end this dangerous confederacy; for 
had the fort remained in the possession of the 
ioppigents but a few days, they were certain 
of ,bg|pg joined by fifty thousand men from 
Mysore. 

This energetic act was, indeed, the preservation 
of the Carnatic; and so convinced was the general, 
StfriJohn Cradock, of the immense value of the 
service performed by the colonel, that he called 
it in dispatch a military wonder;” and 
well might it be so termed, foe Vellore is one of 
the strongest fortresses in that part of India. 
The 'gratification produced by the suppression 
of this systematic combiqa^on, and the Asnsa- 

« 

tiop ofi delight {ccnited by the delivenmce of 
ntil^ valuable lives, particularly of the wife 
apd femily of his friend, experienced a melan* 



obdiy depression in the loss of an esteemed ac- 
quaintance under slicbcifiMnistances. Thdi^lli 
Collnel Gillespie exposed himself th'roughoifii 
this arduous conflict in eveiy phrt wh^ 
danger and death prevailed, he fortunately re- 
ceived no other injuiy than a severe contusidtl 
on the right arm ; which, however, neither 
slackened his own exertions, nor dispirited those 
who fought under his directions^ Slbn after 
this he was called upon to act at Wallajabad, 
and other stations, for the purpose of repjessiog 
the symptoms of insurrection, which lirdMr in- 
dicated in these places. * 

For this important service, the colonel wiis 
rewarded by the supreme government with a 
vote of thanks, very handsomely expressed, ac- 
companied by a small pecuniary present. He 
was also appointed inspector of cavalry, which 
ofiice he discharged in such a manner, as to call 
forth general admiration; but at the end of 
twelve months be was deprived of that situation 
in an -ilidelicate maritier, though it had bten 
conferred*a8 a honourah|t math of distinction, 
and was neither attended With base nor proflt* 
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t ' Such was the unexpected result of^his b<Hr<dP 
xeal, at the iDomenlMlirheo» it nNty be 8||id» that 
on his single determination bong the fa|||'.of 
oift eastern possessions^ and *the laxiiitenci^ 
not of a -single fortress or an army, but of an 
extensive efbpire^ consisting of millions of in- 
dMddtants of various denominations,* countries, 
and pursuits. This is not the exaggerated lan- 
guage diloriental declamation and hyperbolical 
panegyric, but the serious expression of truth 
and f^ing, occasioned by a sense of what 
thisgiNdiiabie mao did for British India, and 
regret that hts services should have passed in a 
manner unrequited. It is painful to notice any 
thing like indifference to great professional 
merit, on the part of public bodies ; but when 
the obligations of the country to the man who 
secuied by his intrepidity our eastern acquisi- 
tions are considered, it canaot surely be un- 
reasonable to say, that theVecompense ought to 
have been commensurate with the magnitude of 
what was gained by suoh*valour ; nor dhn it be 
unjust to comphun, when it is found*tfaat thia 
iltdmpense amonnted oomparativeijr to nothing. 
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Without aCtemptingt or even wishing to call in 
qaestioQ the ctaiiu of tho^ who have etpe- 
rie#ed the iiberalitjr of the India Company* It 
maffi At least* be permitted to ohservo* that in 
no one instance has this liberality been more 
deserved than it would have been* had it flowed 
in the form of a permanent grant to the delw 
verer of Vellore. * . 

The premature developement of the IHnspIracy 
was* no dohbtj upon the whole* a yery fortu* 
nate circumstance ; but this* in no i^egree* 
lessened the value of his service who.eiished 
the evil in its beginning*. by the firmness of his 
resolution* and the rapidity of his movements* 
On the contrary, it is evident that this promp- 
titude alone prevented the mischief from ga- 
thering into an overwhelming torrent, which 
DO wisdom pould have diverted, nor any power 
thatiwe poasesseddn that (ntrt of the world have 
subdued. It woufd, therefore, have been a 
more.^tefui task for the biographer to have 
lecordtd, with the 'narrative of this splendid 
atchievefitent, an accoamt the reward by 
which jtheVremembrance of it is perpetuated. 
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Precluded from doing this by tha^ neglect 
which too often leaves great actions to the sa* 
tia&cti^n arising from barren laurels and eif^Piy 
praise^ all that remains is to say, that if British 
India was ^orth the preservation, something 
certainly is yet due to the memory and the family 
of him who saved it by his eneigy, and died in 
its defence. 

The (ilneteenth light dragoons being ordered 
to Europe, the lieutenanUcoloqel, on the six- 
teenth of April, 1807, exchanged into the eighth, 

or royal Irish light dragoons ; soon after which, 

/ 

he was appointed to command the cavalry in 
Bengal, against the Seiks of the Panjab, near 
the ancient Hydraotes. 

In this service, he rendered essential benefit 
both to the king's troops under his command, 
and those of the Company, by his skilful ma- 
nagement and prudent regnUitioBs. These im- 
provements were rendered necessary, by the de- 
teriorated State of discipline into Whi^ both 
branches of cavalry hacPSeen suffered to fall: 
but though the difficulty of reform wad*lncreased 
bj^llie length of time, during wbicAi tl^negli- 
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gence had continuedt and the peculiar bireum* 
stances of distinct^ authorities, the colonel hap* 
pil/^succeeded in effecting a speedy change fo^ 
the better, and, what was still more pleasing, 
without exciting either discontent or jealousy. 
On the breaking up of the catnp at Ludbeana, 
Colonel Gillespfe repaired to the Hurdwar, to* 
wards the sources of the Ganges, that he' might 
pass his leisure time in the diversio^of tyger 
hunting, accompanied by his friends. Colonel 
Sir William Keir, and Captain Taylor, military 
secretary to the governor-general, who ^ere, 
like himself, fond of that dangerous and enter- 
prising sport. 

While they were encamped for this purpose, 
at a place called Mornee, in the Kamaoon 
molintains, the Rajah of those parts, who was 
then at war with his neighbours, the Seiks, 
offered the command of his troops to Colonel 
Gillespie, which was of course refused, as our 
govenpient was at that time in a state of amity 
with the Seiks. But 'the Rtyeh being unwilling 
to lose the advantage t^inb^lfortune seemed to 
have thsrown in his way, of gaining a European 
leader for his army, in an attack that he was about 
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to make, conceived that beshoutdgain by menace 
tvbat was denied to bis intreaty. With this 
view, he ordered the small camp of the En^lhh 
gentlemen to be surrounded by a large body 
of armed men : upon which, the colonel, whose 
presence of mind never forsook him in an emer- 
gency, and whose courage was not to be daunt- 
ed by threats or numbers, called the chief of 
the partj^efore him, and pulling out his watch, 
said'to him, “Tell the Rajah, yonr master, that if 
in half-an-hour he does not recall his men from 
around my tents, and leave the road open to me 
and my company, 1 shall take his fort from 
him, and expel him the country.” The deter- 
mined manner with which this/ was spoken 
coaspletely awed and astonished the chief, who 
reported the message so faithfully, and with 
suclr a description of the firmness of the co- 
lonel, that the Rajah not only withdrew bis forces, 
thus leaving the passage free, but voluntarily 
gave the Europeans an honourable eaiart to 
attend them out of bis tovitory. When this in- 
stance of heroism occurred, it was little to be 
aUllchended that among these very mountains, 
and probably upon this very spot, the colonel 
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should six yean afterwards termioate hie glo* 
nous and eventful career. f * 

llaving mentioned the subject of tyger-bun(* 
ing> it will not be amiss to mention here a re> 

f 

markable instance of the daring coun^e of the 
colonel, which happened some time after this, 
on the race-course of Bangalore, where he at- 
tacked and speared a royal tyger, of the largest 
size, and most furious description. Ttie horse 
which he rode on this occasion was a high bfed 
Arabian, and the only one that could be brought 
to face the tyger. This fine animal is now, or 
was lately, in England, having been sent home 
by the colonel as a present to bis Royal High* 
ness the Duke of York. 

On the fifth of January, 1S09> Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gillespie exchanged into the twenty- 
fifth light dragoons, for more active service ; 
and it was not a little gratifying to his feelings 
that this removal brought him into a regiment 

of whiuh that excellent officer, and the parental 
♦ • 

friend of his youthful days, Major-General 
Wilford, was then the colonel.'' • 

At leaving the former regiment, he gave the 
officers and men a moat affectionate expression 
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of his esteem ; and he received fn return a te* 
, markable testimony of gratitude in the following 
address, the sincerity of which const! tutelSl' fan 
ample excuse for any slight irregularity that 
may be^iscovered in the proceeding* 

To Lieutenant-Colonel ll. R. Gillespie, Eighth, 
or King’s Royal Irish Light Dragoons. 

Sit, 

We, the non-commissioned dificers and pri- 
vate -men of His Majesty’s eighth light dra- 
goons, cannot take leave of an officer so justly 
and eminently distinguished, so highly endeared 
to the whole ctfrps by his public and private 
virtues, without expressing our regret, without 
acknowledging the vabxwxll which' was trans- 
mitted to us. Uncertain if our request knay 
meet your concurrence, yet relying on that 
condescension which has ever distinguished 
you, we beg your acceptance of a sword, va- 
lued at two hundred pounds sterling, asm small 

4 * ' 

testimony of the sense which the whole corps 
fitertain of your goodness. Be assured, Sir, 
tMt wherever your services may be required, 
you will be attended by the most earnest 
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vrisbes of the Irish dragoons for yov&wcl* 

ftre ; and by their prayer, that you will retotn 
to them. We are, well aware> that under the « 
command of Colonel Woiod, who for some 
years past has commanded the corp8>to the per^ 
feet satisfection of every individual, we can 
have nothing but your absence to regret : under 
him the eighth dragoons have ever felt the 
highest happiness ; yet, as duties of a higher 
station may shortly call him from us, what a 
satisfactory consideration would it be, that his 
command would be succeeded by that of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gillespie ! Accept, Sir, these 
effusions of grateful though not gplished minds. 
We acknowledge our presumption in addressing 
one so highly our superior ; yet, your goodness 
induces us to hope we shall be excused.' 

Signed by all the regiment.** 

To this effusion of honest affection and ad- 
miration, which could only have proceeded 
from' minds wanned by gratitude, the colonel 
returned the following approptiete answer: 


r 



114 

' * To the non-commissioned tJffieem and pi4> 
Tates of lits Majestjr's Eighth Light Dragoons. 

Csmipor*) SOth Ai^iaity nofc 
E have received* brother soldiers^ jioar ad- 
dress, ivith aeatiinents of satisf^tion that are 
not easHy daseribed. 

If 1 were formerly a soldier* proud of bis 
^feasion, and conscious of having always 
acted uprightly in the exercise of its duties, 1 
now feel amply repaid in having gained the 
good opinion of so numerous and respectable a 
corps as His Majesty's Royal Irish, or eighth 
light dragoons. Accept, then, comrades, of my 
grateful thanksJfQr the good wishes you express; 
and as it appears we are about to be separated, 
£ have to lament that I may not be with you 
when your services are required : a day, which, 
whenever it arrives, 1 prognosticate will cover 
you with glory. 1 know the exertions you are 
capabk of, and that they are such as will do 
honour to youreelves, and gain the apj^obation 
your glorious king and country. 

"t^^The sword you offer is a tribute of too great 
^value. Let it be less so, and without any 
Mnament but an inscription. 

The Out or the 
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which will DOAlce it mote, ?aluabte to than 
were it covered with gold. 1 shall reoeivfii^ 
with gratitude ; and when I draw it in the de* 
fence of my country, I shall rejnemher you. , 
Pnee more, comrades, I bid .you ferewell, 
and 1 do it now with a less heavy heart, as I 
am conscious I leave you under the oomutand of 
an officer who knows how to appreciate ypur 
worth, and do justice to your merits. Adieu. 

Aobert ROLtO GlLUS»tfe^ 
UeiUenBDt.Colonel. ‘ 

Without entering into the discussion of the 
propriety of such addresses on the part of the 
commanded to their superiors, it is but justice 
to both parties. In the present instance, to> ob- 
serve, that the vote resulted' from what may 
be denominated genuine filial affection. , 

Of this, indeed, another proof appeared, at 
the same time, in a memorial from the officers of 
the regijment, to His Royal Highness the Com- 
mander-in-chief, solicitiitg either the continu- 
ance of the lieutenant-colonel with the Irish light 
dragoons, or his restoration to them at a future 
period. On being favoured 'with a perusal oi ^ 
MS 



tills honourable testimony of the esteem in 
which he was hel4 by his brothers io arms, the 
colonel returned it with a letter, in which, 
antong other expressions characteristic of bia 
noble disposjition and gratitude, he says, 
** Wherever I go, I shall have but to Cbll to my re* 
collection the affectionate testimony of my Royal 
Irish friends, to inspire n^e with a double portion 
of zeal and ardour in the support of my king and 
country ; and Honour, that treasure of a soldier, 
boug^ with blood, and kept at life’s expense.” 

Soou after this he returned to the peninsula 
of India, and assumed the command at Ban* 
galore with^the brevet rank of colonel, to which 
he jpras appointed the twenty-fifth of October 
in that year. This was a period of peculiar 
difiSculty ; for, in consequence of various com- 
motions which had taken 'place in the Madras 
army, several courts-martial were to be held at 
the station where the colonel commanded. In 
such a perturbed state of contending interests 
and feelings, when wrought up to a pitch of 
fititation by disappointment or resentment, it 
i;sqilired np ordinary discretion and firmness in 
the commanding officer to allay the ferment of 
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conflicting passions, and fo prevent tyfr^break- 
fng out into serious disturbances. Where so 
many persons were assembled togeiher on 'a 
'similar object, but wit^ different opinions and 
opposite wishes, it would have betrayed little 
acquaintance with human nature to expect 
tranquil sentiment an^ mutual condescension. 
On the contrary, mu^h was to be dreaded from 
the agitation of wounded pride, dnd the vio- 
lence of unreasonable prejudice. To 'control 
these elements of strife, and to bring such a 
number of discordant spirits within the bounds 
of moderation, without lessening the dignity of 
authority on the one band, or exercising any 
undue stretch of power on the other, fhust 
have been no easy .task. Happily, however, it 
was in the management of one, who united to 
the most determined inflexibility of resolution 
in what was right, a serenity of temper and 
suavity of manners, that gave to the positive 
denial an agreeable ' mildness, and deprived 
even the most peremptory decision of all the 
harshness of severity. *' 

Under the personal direbtion, and by the in- 
de&tigabla exertion of such a commander, it is. 
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not to be wondered that the lai^e'body of troops 
then stationed at Bangalore shQtild have made 
a rapid improvement in discipline and ' flEilla 
manoeuvres of the field. The colonel super# 
intended their exercises both in brigade and line 
with so much atteiition, that in comparatively 
a short space these dorps* composed of every 
arm* cavalry, infantry, and a portion of artil- 
lery* comprising 'in the wjiole ten regiments* 
formed one of the finest and most perfect mi- 
Utaiy bodies in existence. Of the importance 
of the services of Colonel Gillespie, indeed, at 


this period, a striking proof was given in his 
appointment to the command' of the whole 
Mysore division : but another scene, still* more 
congenial to his enterprising mind, was about 
to open for the display of his splendid talents* 
and the gratification of his heroic thirst for 
glory. 

The occupation of the island *of Java by the 
French in great rorce,''an(l fhe uncommon pains 


taken By tlietn in stmnglfiening^and iniprdving 
that importantHsland* coufd not fail to awaken 


iMlIlaaloul^ of the ^ritHI^^^Svernment in India. 
The active operatlons^^a^% on iu lhat quarter* 
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and the meaits employed by the gen^rida C0m- 
manding there, formed such a contnutt to the 
apathy of the Dutch, and were so complet^l^ 
in unison with the ambitious tieclarationa of the 
imperial chief whom they served, that to have 
suffered these vast military preparations to ad- 
vance, without an attempt to wrest the settle- 
ment from the hands of its new possessor, 

W J 

would have indicated a culpable indifference to 
the security of our eastern territories. Con- 
sidering, therefore, the danger which menaced 
our commercial and political existence, it be- ' 
came necessary to send, with all possible dis- 
patch, a formidable expedition against Java; 
and no sooner did this object occupy the at- 
tention of our council, than the advice of Co- 
lonel Gillespie was taken with respect to the 
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proper measures for carrying it into effect. It 
may, without derogating from the merits of 
others, be truly asserted, that, in the ptoH- 
minary consultations, as well as in the subse- 
quent arrangements and execution of this im- 
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portant enterprise, the n^nd of the colonel was 
felt as a powerful aprinj||| uf^n whicji the ulti- 
mate success materiaUg depended. , , 



,\Tbe expedition, wl^iph^ Wfif a^i^ompanied by 
the £ai^ of MintOi gpv,ernqr-gep«ip)f having 

cotnplel;f$(J its preparatiQUs,^ the first division, 

» 

nnd^r polonel Giltespie, sailediho the eighteenth 
of April* 18U, from Madms Roads; and, 
in about p i^ek after, thp remainder of the 
r troops followed, under thp command oC,Major- 
Qaoeral Wetherall. The very day eft^ their 
sailing,\ a violent hurricane cameu on, which 
^emed to threaten the destruction of the ar- 
mament, but prov,ideatially no material loss 
tpap sustained* The long pxperipnoe of Colonel 
Gillespie in t^e West Indies was of most es- 
sential (Servicn on this occasion, and contri- 
buted greatly to, the preservation of the men 
and horses. He frequently visited the several 
transports during the passage, , to enforce the 
orders that ha^ been prescribed; and in this 
service he wasji^ly supported by all the ofilcers 
who were embarl^pd ,in that convoy. In con- 
sequence of this assiduous pare and personal at- 
,tentioo, jo^wjtbstanding.the extreme heat, and 
.long ponfinemept on board the ships, the troops 
'I^Hli^ed their ^dlestiued^A iu good health, apd 
rt^y tfl^er up^ij^ppiediate action. 
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Auchmuty, whb, like an affectionate' pafei^t» 
waa attentive to eveiy suggestion that eoiffd 
contribute to their comfort^during a voykge 'bf 
near four months. On .the fourth of August, 

' the^ advance, under Colonel CNllespie, landed 
at Cj^llingcbing, in the bay of Batavia, and 
immediately moved forward, taking up a. posl- 
tion beyond the villi^e, that, by gaining pos- 
session of the road to Cornells, where the enemy 
were in great force, the landing of the rest of 
the troops might be protected. On 'the morning 
of the sixth, the colonel, with a small party, 
reconnoitred the road and copntry aldttg the 
coast towards Batavia ; and, from bis repdtt, 
the commander-in-chief directed the advance 
to counter-march the same evening) and occupy 
a position about six miles from the capital, 
which was entered on the* eighth, and a royal 
aatute fired from the shipping. As an attempt 
was apprehended from the enemy in the vici- 
nity the same evening, the troops .were silently 
drawn out, and ordere^^to list on tfieir atma in 
the grand square, w^h ^y bad scarcely 
reached, when tbn'head of' ^n* enemy's co- 
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appeared, I and opened a iljre ppon tbe 
picquet stationed at tbe bridge, leading from 
Wji^fefyreedea to tbe town. . Tbe firing beipp; 
npvf heard in all directions. Colonel Gillespie 
sallied out at tbe bead of a party, with the in- 
tention of cbaifing the enemy in filank, wbicli> 
movement had the desired effect, and tbe firing 
ooppletbly ceased by the retreat of the assail- 
ants. At four o’clock in ^be morning of the 
tenth, the advance marched from Batavia to- 
wards Weltervreeden, under the orders of Co- 
lonel Gillespie ; but just as the officers mounted 
their horses, they were all taken suddenly ill, 
in cona^uence of swallowing some deleterious 
drug, which bad been infused into their coffee 
by a Frenchman who kept tbe house where 
they were quartered. The fellow had a cup of 
tbe same iqixture^ poured down his throat, 
though sorely apaipft his will ; but this was the 
only punishment inflicted upon him, as thp oc- 
cupation of |he momept, and other serious con- 
cerns, pret^nted a further investigatiop of tbe 
atrocious act. At the l^reak of day, tbe party 
a|g||||^ pt the ^^ntppm^^ig^t pf Weltervreeden, 
t^h tlje^ fpupd abai|fl^|^, tbe troops of thp 



eneby* hivHllf l^d^o^ra^dd to’ their sttoog po* 
gition dn ’fb^e'rc^d towards Corpelis. Hei^ 
thfeif rij^%t ^iras protebted by the Slokan tCiWrt^ 
and their left by the great river of Batavlst oVei 
which was 'a bridgCi at fhat4idle in flames. 
Fepper plantations (Concealed thelt lines, and an 
abbatis blocked up the road on which Colonel 
Oillespie^s left wai ad^ncing. Rebind the 
abbatis were placedf four horse artillery guns, 
which opened a fire as soon as^ the troops ar« 
rived within range of their ^bipe. At the same 
time, the infantry of the enemy 'occupied two 
villages, stretching along both sides of the road, 
and from thence kept up a brisk fire of mus- 
ketry. The enemy's guns were answered by 
three pieces of large artillery attached to the 
British advance, while our sharp shooters made 
sure oT their aim along the wbolO front. 1)18- 
positions had all^ady been made fhr turning the ' 
enemy's flanks ; which object w’as carried, after 
surmountidg very great obstacles, ftob the lift- 
ture of the country. * The two vjllages jnst 
mentioned were set on Ifire,/ and oulf troops 
rushing forward, charged 'Ihe funs at the point 
of the bayonet. Thh^ action lasted full ViHt 
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tioun; but, notwUhstandfng t1^e foi^fdltble num- 
bers which the British had to enraijDter^ and the 
dS^^mcOts that impeded' thefr opeVatidnsV^bey 


c^pletely succeeded in defeatmg ‘the e'Semy, 
who,' after alfewere loss in oMcers and men, hed 
towards ‘Corn^s. ^lolonel'tjillespie, at the hea^ 
of a squadron of the twenty-second dragoon^ 
pressed hard upon the ragitives, who were follow- 
ed close under their batteries, from whence the 
pursuers were assailed by‘a shower of grape and 
round shot. In the arsenal were found upWards of 
three hVndred pieces of orddance, anda'quantity 
of military stores. But the principal'benefit gain- 
ed by this brilliant action, was the' immediate 
possession of the healthy dantonment of Wei- 
tervreeden, which was most essential to the 
preservation of our soldiers. The capture of 
this place was, therefore, of the greatest im- 
portance, as it had been the |)oh'cyof the Fredch 
general, in case of invasion, to make Batata an 
bbject of temptation ; being well aware, thal'iHe 
noxious climate there would in a short tinle 
W^uce a riiortality among the troops. 

.|iPbh the morning after this aSiir, the following 
*^gade ordefe were isbued*: 
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*' Colopel Oilleipie, in ^a^reciatiog >4lia gd*< 
lantry of the troops wjiom he tbe^onout to 
coiomand 'ip the action of yesterd,8yt cannot 
find words adequate to expreM his tbank$» and 
the admiration which their heroic behaviour ban 
excited. ^He will take the eai;l»eat opportunity 
of particularizing' to his Excellency the Com- 
mander>in>cbief the meritorious conduct of the 
officers and men, during the whole of that i)risk 
affair; and trusts that the victory gained will 
be considered worthy the glory of adding a sprig 
to the laurels already won by the distinguished 
troops comprising the advance?* 

In the public thanks given to Colonel Gil> 

H * 

lespie for his conduct, the commander«in*chief 
observes, “ that he entirely approves the gallant 
manner in which he profited by the permission 
given him to exercise his discretion in push* 
ing the enemy some distance, towards Cor* 
neli^ should he see an opportunity, after pos^ 
sessing himself of the cantonment of Welter^ ' 
vreeden.’* 

The possession of tbN important pest faci- 
litated the preparations for, driving the enemy 
out of their strong hold of Gornelis^ an en^ 



DMaeh«d camp, protected by one on - 

the east^' and the other cto the treat, with nu- 
meroui ‘batteries guarding each pass. The cir- 
^36ifPifeltence of these fortified Kaes compriMd 
Nearly fire miles, « defended by two hundred 
and eighty fneihs of cannon. Here the whoU 
of the French force, whicfar had been ‘consider- 
ably augmented by recent supplies from Eu- 
rope, 'Was concentrated,* under the governor- 
general Janssens, and General J umel, the senior 
military ofiScer, who had neglected no means that 
could be adopted' to render these lines, which 
were strong by their natural situation, still more 
secure by art. But such was the ardour of our 
soldiers, that without regarding the resistance 
they bad to combat, it would have been gratify- 
ing their wishes, if an immediate attack had 
been made upon these formidable works. Pru- 
dence, bow«rser, dictated more cautious mea- 
sures; and Sir Samuel Auchmuty wisely^ de- 
termined to make himself better acquainted vf4tb 
the position,' before be Ventured upon an at- 
tack. In the mean time, every exertion was 
Hide. to fiicilitate operations; and so actively 
werO'diMe carried on, that in the ni^ht cf the 
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twentieth, the aritay broke ground’' irkhk»><akc 
hundred yards of the enemy’s works, « 
troops of the advance under. Colonel Gilleiqirip 
guarded the trenches, and every measure was 

taken for the secaiity of the working parties) 

) 

^ho continued their labours unmolested the 
whole night. On the dawn of the Iwenty-first, 
the enemy opened a severe fire, which a little 
damaged the yel unfinished batteries, end an- 
noyed the troops in their operations of relief; 
but still the works went on^ and with such ef> 
feet, that at eight in the morning of the twenty- 
fourth, a tremendous fire was opened upon the 
enemy, who returned it in a spirited manner. 

But as it was evident that a contest of thisv 
kind could not long continue without material 
injury to the assailants, and as the enemy were 
still actively employed in strengthening their 
lines of defence, the necessity of a more de- 
cisive mode of attack beemme obvious. In fol- 
lowing up this resolution, the principal difil- 
culty lay in ascertai,aiiAg the point most favour- 
able for an assault; tl^ gr^test precautions 
having been taken by the enemy to keep -ftfae 
real state of Cornelis a secret, even from the ia» 
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liabitants of Batavia. A very imperfect know- 
ledge could be obtained by reconnoitring, owing 
to the nature of the situation ; and the informa- 
tion furnished by deserters was little to be re- 
lied on» though it was plain, enough, from their 
intelligence, that uncommon pains had been 
taken to render the front towards Batavia as 
strong as possible. A front attack was, there- 
fore, considered as unadviseable, not only from 
the risk which attended it, but the certainty of a 
prodigious loss, even in the event of success. 
A plan for turning the enemy^s left by a path 
leading round the entrenchments, on the side of 
the great riverj was then proposed, and a de- 
serter offered himself as a guide : but on minute 
investigation, it was found that this path would 
admit only of a file abreast ; and to attack thir- 
teen thousand men strongly entrenched by such 
a passage, appeared too hazardous tp be at- 
tempted. From all the observations that could 
be made, the natural inference was. that the 
enemy were as well secured towards their rear 
as in their front ; and, in reality, this proved to 
bei their strongest side.- An assault on their left 
flank was equally objectionable, as the great 



ri^er which covered it was unfordabfe,* with 
steep banks, and an almost impenetrable jongflh. 
The only remaining front to be noticed waf 
that of their right, on the Slokad; and tbi^ 
unquestionably; wa» the weakest. 

From the openness of the country in this * 
quarter, it was more easy to make observations; 
but reconnoitring on this side was discouraged 
by our general, that the enemy might have no 
suspicion of his intentions. Particular infor> 
mation was desirable on the situation of one of 
the redoubts, which was supposed to lie beyond 
the Slokan ; and fortunately this was at length 
obtained at the very moment when it was most 
wanted. An intelligent sergeant, who deserted 
from that part on the twenty*fourth, described 
exactly the position of the redoubt, the bridge 
that connected it with the rest of the works, 
and the defence by which it was protected. 

On this information, the plan of attack was 
settled; and two days afterwards, the fate of 
Java was to be determined by storming the 
lines of Cornelia. 

Colonel Gillespie qommanded the principal 
attack: and the troops under bis orders con- 
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fitted of the io&ntry part of the advance, form- 
fog the leading column, and the part of the 
right brigade of the line, having Colonel Gib.ba 
at their head. 

This force ngioved off soon after midnight, on 
the morning of the twenty-aixth of August, and 
took the route by which the deserter, who 
acted as the guide, bad escaped : and here it will 
be proper to continue the narrative in an extract 
from the Memoir of the Conquest of Java. We 
had to make a detour of many miles through a 
very difficult country, intersected with ravines, 
inclosures, and betel plantations, resembling bop 
grounds, many parts of which could only be 
passed in single files : and though the head of 
the column moved at a snail*s pace, the great 
darkness of the night caused the troops in the 
rear to separate from them, and miss their way. 

On arriving at a place where several roads 
met, our guide was perplexed which to pursue; 
but Captain Dickson, of the Madras cavalry, 
aide-de-camp to Sir Samuel Auchmuty, having 
been reconnoitring in this direction some days 
before, very fortunately recollected the right 
one, which was pursued apcordingly, and our 
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guide soon conBrmed tbe choice by rec<^iziog 
objects which he had marked in hts escape; 
and being now convinced that it was the right 
road, he went forward with full confidence. 

The head o? the column had arrived very 
near the enemy’s works, when a report was 
brought to Colonel Gillespie that the rear was 
not up. This awful moment was one of those 
solemn pauses of distressing anxiety which may 
be conceived, but cannot be well described, 
and is felt only by a mind that has been engaged 
in an arduous undertaking, on the success or fai« 
lure of which depend the lives of thousands, 
and the honour of a whole army. Too near to 
the enemy to escape being discovered by their 
scouts and patroling parties, it became necessary 
to make a retrograde movement; and after taking 
a few paces to the rear, we again faced towards 
the enemy, waiting in anxious expectation for 
the return of the messengers who had been sent 
to bring up tbe rear to close tbe column. The 
day was now fast approaching; to delay longer, 
therefore, for the rear, would 'lave exposed us 
to a discovery ; while a retreat would have been 
pregnant with incalculable mischief, for as all 



. the secondary attacks were^to be^j^uided by onrVf 
these must of necessity have miscarried) had 
the main column retired. 

These considerations determined Colonel 
Gillespie to venture on the attack trith what 
troops were already up, trusting for timely 
support to Colonel Gibbs, whose gallantly and 
military ardour, he knew, would bring him to 
the scene of action the instant the report of the 
firing should serve to point out the direction of 
(he route. With full confidence, therefore, 
our leader then placed himself at the head of 
his little band, and we moved on in silent 
expectation. A deep cut across the road. 
Close to the enemy's lines, obliged us to advance 
slowly, in order to afford time to the men to form 
bp after they bad passed over. * 

The dawn of the morning now shewed us 
the videttes of the enemy, who were posted 
outside, on the left of the road. They cbal* 
lenged us twice, and were answered, ** Patrole.** 
We passed on. An officer's picquet, stationed 
close to one of their principal redoubts, situated 
without the river Slokan, challebged ,us next, 
when Colonel Gillespie gave the word For« 
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ward and so rapidly was the advance con* 
ducted, that the enemy’s picquet had not time 
to effect their retreat, but every man was eithev 
killed or taken. 

A general blaze now suddenly arose, blue 
lights and rockets being sent forth by the enemy 
to discover our approach, whilst the artillery on 
the redoubts discharged their grape and round 
shot, which, however, passed chiefly dver our 
heads. The foe in the nearest redoubt had not 
time to re>load, for our soldiers actually assailed 
it at the point of the bayonet, and carried it 
with such celerity that not a man escaped. 

Colonel Gillespie continued to press for- 
ward, in order to secure the passage over the 
Slokan, leading into the enemy’s lines ; . and 
which was defended by four guns, horse artillery, 
directly facing the bridge, and flanked by all 
their batteries. This, therefore, was a severe 
struggle; but the passage being secured, the colo- 
nel next turned to the left, and attacked a second 
redoubt within the body of their works. Here 
a sharp conflict ensued. The buidful of soldiers 
by which this post was attacked were opposed 
by such great numbers of the enemy, as to call 
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forth the most extraordinary efibrta of gallantry 
on the part of the aaaailanta. It.waS) however* 
carried at the point of the bayonet, in the same 
determined manner^ notwithstanding the tre> 
mendouf fire kept up by the enemy, both of 
grape and musketry. Several ofiicers here lost 
their Valuable lives in the very bosom of victory, 
end many gallant soldiers were killed and 
wounded. 

These two captured redoubts mounted each 
twenty eighteen pounders, and several twenty- 
four and thirty-two pounders, while the ditches 
were filled with musketeers. Another large 
redoubt on the right of our entrance was now 
to be assailed; and Colonel Gibbs just arriving 
at this time, at the bead of the grenadiers of the 
fourteenth, fifty-ninth, and sixty-ninth regi- 
ments, Colonel Gillespie directed him to carry 
it, which was done in the same gallant and 
successful manner as the preceding ones bad 
been, and under a severe fire of grape and mus- 
ketry, A dreadful explosion took plaCe in this 
redoubt, by the blowing up of the powder ma- 
gasine, which occasioned the loss of many lives. 
A great number of shells and rockets were fired 
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by this means; and a soipbureous blast of 
mingled ashes, smoke, and fragments of eveiy 
kind, broke upon us like a volcano, stunning all 
around, both friends and foes. This catastrophe 
was followed for a minute by an awful silence* 
The captains of each of the grenadier companiem 
of the above regiments, and many others, all 
found a death- -but few a grave! Numbers of 
the enemy also were destroyed, and the ground 
was strewed with the mangled bodies and scat- 
tered limbs of friends and foes, blended together 
in a horrible state of fraternity. Colonel Gibbs, 
and several other officers, were thrown by the 
shock to a considerable distance, but fortu- 
nately without sustaining any material injury. 
This magazine is reported to have been 6red by 
two captains in the French service, named 
Muller and Osman, who both perished in the 
explosion. Here, Brigadier Jauffiret was taken 
prisoner by Colonel Gillespie in person. The 
enemy now renewed their fire upon our troops, 
with increased fury, from their park gups and 
batteries in the rear, andjtipon the little bridge 
across the Slokan, over which they bad to pass. 

While Colonel Gibbs proceeded on to the 



rifi'ht, Colonel Gillespie continued bis' opera- 
tions on the left, and towards the enemy*s rear. 
All the batteries in Succession were stormed and 
taken : and being now joined by the fifty-ninth 
regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander 
M'Leod, Colonel Gillespie directed the attack 
of the eneroy^s park of artillery .and reserve. 
The enemy's cavalry formed upon the left of the 
line threatened to charge, but were repulsed 
by the well directed 6re of a party of the fifty- 
ninth, who were sent against them. The same 
gallant corps then moved on in columns, along 
the face of the redoubt, No. 4, and gained 
the salient angle of the encmy^ line of re- 
serve, drawn up on the rear of their park guns 
and horse artillery, with a double front nearly 
at right angles; their rear and flanks being 
covered by the barracks and the small fort of 
Cornelia, The attack was carried into effect 
with the greatest promptitude ; and though the 
assailants were saluted with a shower of grape, 
the enemy was driven from all his guns. An 
attempt was then made to effect a stand in front 

of fort Cornells, sheltered by the barracks, ftom 

« 

whence a sharp fire of musketry was kept up; 
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but being soon driven from this lest ground, 
and the small fort itself having been carried by 
our troops, the enemy broke, and dispersed in 
all directions. 

Whilst these operations were going on by the 
force under Colonel Gillespie, two other at- 
tacks were made {'one on the opposite side of 
the great river, by the column under Major 
Yule, at Campong Malayo; but finding the 
bridge in flames, and almost burnt down, the 

troops here employed could only fire their two 
six pounders of horse artillery across the river; 
by which, however, the enemy were greatly aO'^ 
noyed in their retreat. The other attack under 
Lieutenant-Colonel William M’Leod, of the 
sixty-ninth regiment, was made on the opposite 
side from the main assault, having for its ob- 
ject a redoubt in that quarter, which was gal- 
lantly carried, though with the death of the 
brave officer by whom the column was con- 
ducted. 

The remainder of the army, with the com- 
mander-in-cbief at their4,bead, and Major-Ge- 
neral Wetherall, Colonel W ood, commanding 
♦ 

the reserve, and Colonel Adams, commanding 



the left brigade of the line, threatened the 
enemy in front, where our batteries were placed* 
joined by a body of seamen armed, with pikes, 
under Captain Sayer of the royal navy. 

To disconcert the enemy as much as possible, 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty < bad directed a small 
party to be placed behind a rising ground, about 
two hundred paces in fkont of the right of their 
lines, with orders to open a fire as soon as the 
attack by Colonel Gillespie should commence. 
These orders were punctually obeyed ; and the 
enemy concluding *it to be a front attack, 
opened a heavy fire along the whole face, which 
produced the effect that had been expected ; for 
the'enemy being persuaded that their front was 
the object of attack, could not draw- any sup- 
plies from thence to resist that which was really 
made, and it exhausted their fire before our 
troops Qti that side were exposed to it. 

The main attack having been so successfully 
accomplished, all the other parties' rushed in 
from their respective points, and together joined 
in pursuit of the flying eaemy. . 

.ty. Colonel Gillespie, weakened by a slow fever, 
und overcome with fatigue from his extraor- 



dinaiy exertioDSi which were all on footj as 
the nature of the country did not allow, the 
of horses at the onsets and from a blow or con* 
fusion which he received in the attack on the 
enemy’s park> fainted in the arms bf two officers. 
But he soon recovered ; *and seeing the cavalry 
come up« .he accompanied them on a horse cut 
from the enemy’s guns, till his own charger 
arrived, which he instantly mounted, and headed 
the dragoons in a pursuit that continued ten 
miles. The enemy ralli^ several times ; but 
though their generals and other superior officers 
made every exertion to effect a retreat under 
cover of the woods, all their endeavours proved 
unavailing. At one -place they attempted to 
make a stand behind broken*^down carts and 
thick hedges, under the support of four horse 
artillery guns ; but our cavalry, led on by Co* 
lonel Gillespie, charged in sections through the 
avenues, in the face of a tremendous fire, with 
such impetuosity as to bear down all before 
them. The French superior officers and sharp- 
shooters remained in the rmtr, wing every means ' 
to get their people off, who retired between two 
rivers^ along a wide, read; but the rout ims 
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^Kndered complete without auy material loss or 
the part of the victors. An excellent officer, 
however. Lieutenant Hutchins, of the twenty- 
second dragoons, was killed by a grape-shot at 
the side of Colonel Gillespie ; and so, close was 
the combat in general, that every officer was 
engaged at times band to hand. Colonel Gil- 
lespie took one general in the batteries, another 
in the charge, and a colonel ; besides having a 
personal affair, in which another colonel of the 
enemy fell by bis arm. 

Sir Samuel Auchmuty, in giving an account 
of the loss of the enemy to Lord Minto, says, 
** About one thousand have been buried in the 
works; multitudes were cut down in the re- 
treat; the rivers are cboaked up with dead; 
and the huts and woods were filled with the 
wounded, who have since expired. We have 
taken near five thousand prisoners; among 
whom are three general officers, thirty-four field 
officers, seventy captains, and one hundred and 
fifty subaltern officers. Genera] Janssens made 
bis escape with difficulty during the action, 
and reached Buitenzorg, a distance of thirty 
miles, with a few cavalry, the sole remains of 



•n army of tett thousand men. This place he 
has since evacuated, and fled to the eastwards 
A detachment of our troops is in possessioif 
of it. 

The superior discipline Snd invincible cou- 
rage which have so highly distinguished the 
British army, were never more fully displayed ; 
and I have the heartfelt pleasure to add, that 
they have not been clouded by^ny acts of in- 
subordination., 

** 1 have the honour to enclose a copy of the 
orders 1 have directed to be issued, thanking 
the troops in general for their services^ and 
particularizing some of the officers, who, from 
their rank or situations,' were more fortunate 
than their equally gallant companions, in op- 
portunities of distinguishing themselves, and 
serving their sovereign and their country. But 
1 must not omit noticing to your lordship the 
very particular merit of Colonel Gillespie, to 
whose assistance, in planning the principal at- 
tack, and to whose gallantry, energy, and 
judgment in. executing it»''the.8UGcess is greatly 
to be attributed.** 
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f' Thus,*’ to tise the larigfhage of'Xiord Miiito 
in his letter to tbe Ealrl 6f Livirpdof, ’ « th,e 
conquest of Java was SubstantiaKy'hchomplisli- 
ed; ttnd an einpii^, which for tWo centuries 
has contributed greatly to the power, prosperity, 
and grandeur of one of the principal and most 
respected states of Europe, was wrested from 
the short usurpation of the French government, 
added to the dominion of the, British crown, 
and converted, frOm.a seat of hostile machi> 
nation, and commercial competition, into an 
augmentation of British power and prosperity. 
For this signal, most splendid, and illustrious 
service. Great Britain was indebted to the truly 
British intrepidity of as brave an army as ever 
did honour to our coohUy ; to the professional 
skill and spirit of their officers;^ and to the 
wisdom, decision, and firmness of the eminent 
man who directed their courage, and led them 
to victofy;** 

Before his departure from Java, the gover- 
nor-geneihl signided his intention of comme- 
fimrating the conquest of Java, and the valour 
displayed in that atchievement, by inedals, to 
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be distributed among the troops, and .bjt tineet- 

ing a monuinept at^Cidputta,. to the 

those who had fallen. in this<frduQoa service. . „ 

This last design was carried into effect :At the 
private expense of Lord Minto, but the former 
was taken up by the British government at 
home, of which, as well as of the approbaUon 
of the sdvereign, proper notice was given by 
the noble Secretary of State ,\to General Sir 
Samuel Auobmuty, in the following terms: 

“ The important result of an expedition, 
which has wrested from the enemy the only 
remaining settlement which they possessed in 
the east, and has left them without a colony in 
any part of the world, h.as afiforded the greatest 
satisfaction to His RoyaLHighness. 

** Whilst he fully appreciates the wisdom 
and prudence with which this most Important 


enterprize^as been planned, he is sensible that 
the splendid success which has attended it, and 


has brought it to so complete and speedy an 


issue, is principally to be ascribed to the dis* 


tinguished gallantry and sj^rit^displayed by the 


army under your command, in a succession of 
tbe most brilliant operations, and to the juc^ 
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fiient and decision so coospicQQUs]^^ manifested 
hy you, during their .progressf - feom. the first 
landing of. the troops on tbe.fouf$h..o£^Aug.ust, 
to the deyrin wjiich tbe^workstat dornelis Acre 
carried, i^nd the frhole. of the French army 
finally dispersed. His Royal Highness has 
commanded me to convey tayou« in the strong- 
est terms, his apprcihetio.n of your conduct, and 
that of the brave army under your command ; 
and he designs that the high scflfe which he 
entertains of their services on this most im- 
portant occasion, may by you be made known 
to them in public orders. 

As it is His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent’s intention to confer medals upon the 
officers employed on this service, in conformity 
to the principle which has of late been adopted 
with . respect to the campaigns in Spain and 
Portugal, I am , to desire that you ^11 furnish^ 
me with the names of those officers of His 
Majesty’s land forces, and those of the East 
India Company, who have partici^larly distin- 
guished themselves.” . . 

44^ the entire surrender of, Java and its'de- 

« 

Ifhndeiimea to the British dominioo)! Lord Min$o 
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and Sir Samuel Auchmuty returned to Bei]|;al> 
leaving the civil government to the care of 
Mr. Raffles, and the direction of the military 
affairs to Colbnel Gillespie. But the great ex- 
ertions which this brave officer had made at a 
time when the state of his health was very 
tender, and the fatigue which he underwent 
in an ardent and zealous attention to bis va- 
rious duties, produced a fever so violent as 
nearly to baffle all medical skill. Happily, 
when the hopes of bis friends were almost ex- 
hausted, and when the greatest stretch of scien- 
tibc judgment could do no more, nature prevailed 
in restoring him to the service of his country, 
aiid to new pursuits in the career of glory. 

The conquest which had been atchieved did 
not bring with it a state of repose to our gallant 
troops, nor of ease to their commander ; for the 
utmost activity was rendered necessaiy, in con- 
sequence of the hostile disposition of the native 
princes, and the well-founded apprehension of 
a combination among them to effect the utter 
expulsion of the Europeans feom the island. 
But while our military commander was em- 
ployed in those measures which he conceived- 
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to be expedient for the security of the colony, 
fais presence was re()uired on the island of 9u> 
matra, where cruelties of the most atrocious 
description had been recently perpetrated on 
the Dutch factory by the sultaun, whose guilt 
received an aggravation from the circumstance 
that his family were indebted for the throne 
which they possessed to the Dutch government. 

The eldest son of this sovereign, Pangarang 
Ratoo, a prince of the most libidinous habits 
and perfidious character, in one of his nocturnal 
'rambles, made an attempt upon the wife of an 
industrious Chinese, whose screams brought the 
patrole from the Dutch factory to her assist- 
ance : and the guard, unconscious of the qua- 
lity of the ravisber, were very near taking 
him prisoner. The prince, how’ever, plunged 
into the river, and having reached his boat, be 
was beard to threaten the utter extirpation of 
the Dutch settlement, within three days, on ac- 
count of the interference of their guard in prevent- 
ihg him from committing an act of violence. This 
menace be contrived to carry into effect, by pre- 
Vt^ling on his father to send an invitation to the 
Dutch' Resident to come over to the palace at 
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Palimbangi which was imprudently accepted by 
the latter, contrary to the advice of his frien^. 
The fort belonging to the factory was of suffi* 
cient strength, by situation, and in the number of 
its garrison, to have made a long defence { but 
availing themselves of the weakness of the 
Resident, armed Malays intruded themselves, 
one by one, in his absence^ under various pre> 
tences ; and suddenly overpowering the guard, 
seized upoo^all the persons whom they found 
there, as well natives as Europeans; and having 
bound them, hurried them on board the prows 
prepared for their conveyance down the river, 
near the mouth of which they were all put to 
death. An European lady, the wife of an officer, 
not able to endure the thoughts of a separation 
from her husband, followed him on board with 
her infant, and shared his fate, after suffering 
the most shocking treatment from these mon- 
sters. The other unfortunate women, with 
their children, fled to the woods, where they 
lingered out a wretched existence, naked and 
forlorn, a prey to famine, ’distttte, and the wild 
beasts. 

The exact day on which this dreadful catas- 
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troplie took place* could never be correctly 
ascertained, but from the circumstance of tite 
sultann’s refusal in November, . 1811, tp^ re> 
hear bis relations with the government esta* 
blished at Batavia, and from his having pro* 
hibited a British detachment to advance to 
Palimbang, it is most reasonable to conjecture 
that the tragedy occurred soon after the conquest 
of Java. It is probable, indeed, that the intelli> 
gence of this event led the sultann to form an 
idea of being now enabled to throw off all depends 
ance on the government at Java, and of com- 
pletely exterminating the Dutch establishment. 

But whatever were the motives of this san- 
guinary chief in the perpetration of so perfi- 
dious a massacre, there was only one course to 
be adopted by the council at Batavia, oif hearing 
of the outrage that had been committed upon 
the unoffending inhabitants of a settlement, 
which, as being one of the dependencies apper- 
taining to Java, had a claim to British protec- 
tion. 'To punish, therefore, this in&mous 
treachery, an expedition was immediately fitted 
out, and sailed from Batavia on the twentieth 
of Mah;h, ISIS, under the orders of Colonel 
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Gillespie, to whom the sole management was 
confided. On the third of April, the fleet reacj^ 
ed Nanka Island, where it continued a week, 
while the artificers were employed on shore, 
in constructing platforms for the field pieces, in 
making coverings to shelter the troops, and in 
completing the boats intended for the passage 
up the river of Palimbang. On the tenth, the 
fleet got under weigh, and came to an anchor 
at noon, on the fifteenth, opposite the west 
channel of the river, where two days were taken 
up in getting some of the shipping over the bar. 
In the evening of the seventeenth, the greater 
part of the troops destined to proceed up the 
river were removed from the large vessels on 
board the armed brigs and small craft; but a 
violent storm, which came on the same night, 
considerably damaged the boats, and destroyed 
the coverings which had been made with so 
much labour. The few serviceable flat boats 
that could aflbrd any shelter to the men were 
appropriated to the field artillery,- and the 
reception of such troops as could be accomroo- 
dated in them. 

At flood tide, on the evening of the follow- 
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in^ day, the remainder of the troops har« 
ing been removed to their respective -vesseis, 
the whole were carried up the stream, and 
about midnight came to an anchon The great 
distance at which the City of Palimbang is si- 
tuated from the entrance, and the little know- 
ledge which Europeans have hitherto been able 
to obtain of this country, rendered the utmost 
caution necessary in conducting the present ex-' 
pedition. But in addition to the natural diffi- 
culties which were to be encountered, a very 
formidable resistance was to be expected from 
the powerful means and activity of the enemy. 
Besides the batteries at Borang, which were 
most advantageously situated for the annoyance 
of an invader, the passage of the river was ren- 
dered extremely perilous by fire-rafts, and nu- 
merous prows, to^fether with floating batteries, 
all placed in the best order, and in constant 
readiness for active operation. 

The tyrant against whom our force was sent 
had been enabled to make ample preparations 
for his defence or flight, by the delay which 
the fleet experienced in the straits, owing to 
contrary winds and other causes; Of the op* 
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portunity thus afforded him, the sultaun did not 
fail to profit, with a view to both objects ; and 
whilst his plans of resistance were.formed upon 
a large, combined, and extensive scale, he had 
cunning enough to provide for his personal 
safety, by removing early his women and trea- 
sure into the interior of the country. It was 
evident, in short, at every stage, that the con- 
cern in which our troops were now engaged 
was one that required the greatest judgment, 
.and the most determined spirit, on the part of 
the leader, who was under the necessity of ex- 
ercising bis own mind continually, in devising 
how to overcome new obstacles that arose in all 
directions, and that multiplied in various forms 
of difficulty and danger, as the flotilla proceeded 
up the river, where, at times, some of the 
vessels got entangled among the branches of 
trees and shrubs, which were obliged to be cut 
away. 

Early in the morning of the twentieth of 
April, an ambassador, named Pangarang Sherif, 
arrived from the sultaun of Palimbang, with an 
insidious request, to know the intentions of our 
commander in thus visiting his dominions. In 



reply to this message} tha colonel .laconically 
observed, that his business lay with the suUaun 
in person, to whom he was t^e bearer of certain 
propositions on the part of the British govern* 
ment. 

In proportion as the distance from the sea in- 
creased, the passage of the fleet became slower, 
and at the ebb tide, the. whole were obliged to 
anchor. The next day the sultaun sent another 
messenger of high rank, and a relation of his 
own, to the colonel, with a letter, in which the 
hypocrite pretended to congratulate him on his 
arrival ; and among other crafty attempts, to 
impose upon his credulity, he afiected a great 
desire to live on terms of friendship with the 
English. The colonel, however, was not to be 
deceived by such professions, and coolly re- 
plied, that he should be at Palimbang in two 
days, where he expected to have a personal in- 
terview with the sultaun, to whom he had par- 
ticulars of the utmost importance to communi- 
cate ; at the same time, assuring the inhabitants 
of the protection of the British government. 
WiMle the ambassador was waiting for this 
answer^ another arrived, bearing a similar epistle 
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from his master, and requesting an immediate 
ansvrer respecting the real objects of the arms- 
ment. Both messengers returned together, and 
at sunrise on the twenty-second the flotilla 
came in sight of the batteries of Borang ; but as 
the Procris sloop happened just then to get 
aground, the rest were under the necessity of 
coming to an anchor, about five miles from the 
batteries. 

For the defence of this post, it was here dis- 
covered, that in addition to the armed prows, a 
laige Arab ship was employed, which, with the 
floating batteries, were moored across the river, 
so as to rake with their guns the whole line, 
whilst the numerous artillery on shore com- 
manded the entire breadth of the channel ; thus 
threatening, by a concentrated fire, the utter de- 
struction of any force that should attempt to 
force a passage. Besides all these works of de- . 
fence, numerous fire-rafts were placed on the 
front and flank of the batteries, ready to be 
turned adrift against our shipping: piles of 
wood were also driven into the. river, defending 
the approach to the batteries in boats, while a 
strong palisade protected the rear and fisAkn. 



At this place another messenger brought a 
letter from the sultaun, importing that he should 
be happy in seeing the commander of the ex- 
pedition at Palimbang; but desiring that he 
would dispense with a large force, and visit 
the capital unattended, lest the presence of so 
many foreign troops should occasion confusion 
among the inhabitants. In this proposition, the 
treacherous policy of the man was too strongly 
marked to escape detection ; and, instead of 
listening to it. Colonel Gillespie demanded an 
unmolested passage, with' a hostage of distinc- 
tion as a security for the maintenance of good 
faith. These requisitions were not only ac- 
ceded to, but in addition to them, the mes- 
senger voluntarily offered to give up the bat- 
teries, and also the ship which was lying there. 
On the twenty-third, some officers proceeded 
to inspect the ship, but on their approach they 
discovered signs of resistance, accompanied by 
violent shouts from the batteries, which were 
too plainly indicative of hostility to adn^it of 
any farther advance with prudence. 

things were now come to that extremity, aa 
to admit of no delay ; and, therefore, Captaia 
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Meares, the Malay interpreter, accompanied by 
the person who had been left as a hostage, pro- 
ceeded to Borang, for the purpose of demanding 
whether the batteries would be given up, con- 
formably to promise: or whether it was in- 
tended to resist the passage of the flotilla. 
Colonel Gillespie followed these messengers 
quickly, at the head of some detachments, in 
light boats, supported by the launches and the 
field artillery in the flat boats. This promp- 
titude had the desired effect; for when the 
chief pangarang, or officer, found that no ex- 
cuses could prevail, he surrendered the works, 
which were instantly occupied by our troops. 
Thus, Borang, the key of Palimbang, and the 
main confidence of the sultaun, fell into our 
hands on the morning of the twenty-fourth of 
April; and in the evening of the same day, 
the troops, being re-embarked, made way to a 
small distance : but now fires appeared in va- 
rious directions, and several of the rafts, con- 
sisting of magazines filled with combustibles, 
and fastened ‘together, wer^:; ■ set on flames, to 
annoy those of our vessels that had not passed 
the batteries. The wonted alacrity of British 



156 


seamen, however, succeeded in preventing this 
mischief by cutting the rafts asunder in time, 
and thereby putting a stop to the general con- 
flagration which menaced our small squadron 
with destruction. Early on the next morning, 
the owner of the Arab abip arrived, intreating 
that she might be restored, which was granted. 
This man brought the intelligence, that the 
sultaun, on being informed of the surrender of 
Borang, had fled from Palimbang, which in- 
duced Colonel Gillespie to form the resolution 
of immediately hastening forward with the light 
boats. Whilst this arrangement was in prepa- 
ration, another Arab confirmed the account of 
the sultaun’s flight, with the additional news, 
that a general disorder prevailed in consequence 
of it throughout the capital, where .it was re- 
ported that a massacre of the wealthy Chinese 
and other inhabitants was intended -that very 
night. The colonel, therefore, without hesi- 
tation, determined to proceed with the Arab 
chief in his canoe, accompanied by Captain 
Meares and a Spanish gentleman, who acted as 
Maiay interpreters. In that and another c&noe 
were distributed seven grenadiers of the fif^- 
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ninth regiment ; and these were followed by 
Captain Bowen of the navy, Miyor Butler» 
Deputy Adjutant-General, and Mtgor Thorn* 
Deputy Quarter-Maater-Geoeral, .in the gig 
belonging to the Phoenix^ and ten other gre^ 
nadiers of the above regiment in the barge of 
the same ship, with Lieutenant Monday, of the 
navy, and Lieutenant Forest of the fifty-ninth ; 
the remaining troops under Lieutenant-Colonel 
MXeod having orders to follow with all speedy 
The distance was twenty miles, so that it was 
quite dark when the party reached old Pa- 
limbang. The canoes, with the colonel, having 
gained considerably on the other boats, were 
now completely out of sight, when the report 
of a signal gun, fired by the enemy, excited 
great alarm and anxiety among those who were 
in the rear. A horrible yell and shrieking was 
next heard, and conflagrations were perceived, 
extending along the banks of the river for tho 
space of above seven miles. By the redoubled 
exertions of the crews in the boats, they for- 
tunately succeeded in coming pp to the assist- 
aoce*of the few who bad taken the lead all the 
way, which junction w^ formed at a most im- 
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portant and critical moment ; the particulars of 
which, as already given to the public in another 

'f 

work, it will be necessary here to repeat. 

' To paint the horrors of the scene that pre- 
sented Itself to view in proper colours, or to 
attempt an expression of the sensation it was 
calculated to excite, would be a difficult un- 
dertaking. Romance never described any thing 
near so hideous^nor has the imagination ever 
embodied representations equally appalling 
with those realities which here struck the 
senses; nor will the undaunted act that gained 
possession of the fort, the palace, and the bat- 
teries, be scarcely credited. Undismayed in 
the face of numerous bodies of armed men. Co- 
lonel Gillespie stepped boldly on shore, at eight 
o’clock at night; and with those who had ac- 
companied him in the canoe, and the seven 
grenadiers, marched through a multitude of 
Arabs and Malays, whose formidable weapons, 
steeped in poison, reflected the light of the 
torches. 

Tremendous battlements, with immense 
leading from one vast area to another, 
received the small party, and presented to them 
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the frightful spectacle of botnan blood« still 
reeking and flovring on the pavement. The 
massy gates closed upon them, and the en- 
sanguined court-yards through which they 
passed appeared like the passage to a slaughter- 
house. 

While they were in this dreadful situation, a 
Malay, who had passed through the crowd, ap- 
proached the colonel, and was walking close by 
his side, when a large double-edged knife was 
secretly put into his hands by one of his coun- 
trymen. It was a dark, stormy night, and a 
ray of lightning, at the very instant when the 
fellow was pushing tf knife up his loose 
sleeve for concealment, 'Mscovered the weapon 
to the keen eye of the colonel, who, turning 
round, had the man seized, and thus happily 
frustrated the murderous intent. The weapon 
was found, but the Malay contrived, by 
mingling with the crowd, to effect his escape. 

The palace exhibited a melancholy mixture of 
cruelty and devastation, surpassing that which 
had already met the eye. M order had here been 
succeeded by rapine; and while the place was 
completely ransacked, the floors were literally 
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.tlotUfd with gore. On every side the most 
woeful spectacles were to be and. they 

were rendered still more awful by the glare of 
the surrounding conflagration, and vivid gleams 
of lightning which flashed amidst roiling peals 
of thunder. The devouring flames, which con- 
tinued to spread destruction, in spite of the 
rain that poured down ..in torrents, bad now 
reached the outer buildings of the palace, and 
threatened the quarter where the English party 
had taken their station. The crackling of 
bamboos, resembling the discharge of musketry 
o-the tumbling in of burning roofs, with a tre- 
mendous crash— and the near approach of the . 
fire, added to the surrounding danger of a hos- 
tile multitude, altogether, gave a fearful aspect 
to the condition of our little band, which con- 
sisted only of seventeen grenadiers, the oflicers 
already mentioned, and a few seamen. Having 
carefully reconnoitred by torch-light the inte- 
rior of the palace-court, and ordered all the 
avenues, except one^ to be barricadoed. Colonel 
Gillespie placed the grenadiers at the priocijftl 
ent^nce, and the strictest guard was preserved. 
Soon after.midnight. Major Trench, with about 



1^1 


»iitty lUen of the eigfaty>Qin^h regiment, arrived; 
and the remaining part the advance, untler 
Lieutenaiit-Coiohef M*Le(^, joined the' little 
garrison earlj^ in tl^ti^orhing,' Thiis^ an unpre- 
cedented act 'oi^ daring enierpriae, judiciously 
conceived, and rapidly' executed, gained; the 
possesfion of the fort'and batteries, decoded by 
two hundred aiid forty-t'wo pieces of cannon, 
without the loss Of a 

The sudden arrival of a few British, at a late 
hour in the evening, struck a panic into the ad- 
herents of the sultaun, who, believing that the 
numbers were more formidable, immediately 
dispersed, and thereby relieved the town from 
the misery with which it', had bVen threatened 
by the barbarity of its chief. 

The characteristic humanity of the British 
appeared on this occasion, in the measures that 
were adopted to secure tranquillity ; and these 
were carried into effect so promptly, that the in- 
habitants, recovering their spirits, assumed con- 
^ence, and many who bad fled into the woods 
returned to their houses. JTo the mass of the 
people, this revolution was peculiarly grateful, 
as it relieved them from'a tyranny which was 
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■ become iDeuppoi;ta]|)fe ; . for, aft the iojiiatice Of 
the siiltaip kaew aoibounds, soJiis cruelty 
regardless of its .ohlects* , The ruiu |bat . marked 
bb flight suflicieptly evinced ^ total want of 
principle as well as of feeling, sipce carnage and 
rapine did not affect strangers and enemies 
merely, but his own people, who had r^patural 
claim to his sympathy and. protection. 

In such an exigency^ therefore, it not only 
became a right, but the duty of the victors to 
supply the vacated government in a mariner 
best calculated to secure internal tranquillity 
and fidelity with regard to foreign relations. 
Accordingly, on the twenty-eighth of April, 
when the British flag was hoisted under a royal 
salute, Pangerang Adipatti, brother of the suU 
taun, returned to Palimbang, on the invitation 
of the . commander of the forces. This prince 
bore an excellent character for gentleness and 
liberality, a proof of which appeared in. his 
exertions to prevent the massacre of the Dutch 
factory. On all accounts, therefore,,. he w|^ 
copsidcred as the most proper person to fill the 
va^it' throim, and as such he was treated; on 
his arrival by Colonel Gillespie and the officemf 



of bif st&ff. But though the estiabtfshuieut of 
a legiiltbate liiiithority at this tithe '^s attei^ 
luteiy uehi^aty to prevedt ettarchy^ thef ina- 
nageioietft' of the biiafiieSs'^rlqiiiretf ‘nO sinal^ 
portion i6f Vddt^s' tdwdrds chiefs who werO 
distidguished' by craft ‘ add.' treachery. These 
men diij^Iayed,'*6n the preset) t occaeiod, as 
much refined cunning, ahd-contri^M Us ihany 
schemes of delay, as Woiiid have characterized 
a convention of European dipldlndtists. Though 
the poeTer of the late snitaun was no longer * 
admitted as a matter of tjuestion, it was known - 
that he and his son had still their secret patr* 
tizans ; and from the itifluehce Of the riches 
which had been carried oflF,' 'there' was every 
reason to apprehend that the numiter of these 
adherents Would increase to the equal injury of 
the new monarch’ and the people, wh^ de- 
prived of the protection afforded by the presence 
of.the British armament. To counteract the: 
eViH and prevent the danger, arrangements were 
enjl^Fed into, and nearly ■ brought to a happy 
teniiination, when a sudden^ m^i«diance threw 
aff'into confusion/' and almost annihilated the 
hopes of those who had the general welfare at 
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^eart. On the third of Mayy-’it' i^ras reported 
that a' quantity of arms had been secretfy con> 
veyed into'a ho^} trhich afterwards proved to 
be that of Pangering Adipatti. The soldiers; 
who were sent to examine the premises, having 
entered abruptly, found a party of chiefs there, 
assembled in consultation on the intended pro- 
ceedings for the settlement of the government. 
These persons were eXfremely surprised at this 
intrusion ; and one of them, drawing his criss, 
struck at the officer of the guard, but missed his 
aim, and received the blow of a sabre in retujn, 
one of the soldiers at the same time running him 
through with bis bayonet. In this unfortunate 
fray the Pangerang, with his friends, fled from 
the house, while the European party returned 
to their quarters, bearing, as trophies bf victory, 
spears and crisses>highly' enriched and orna- 
mented, but which they were compelled in- 
stantly to carry back when the unlucky mia> 
take was discovered. The Malay chief, who 
lay weltering in his blood, received also the 
best medical assistance that could be> afforded ; 

his wounds were so serious, that he died 
shortty afterwards. - . * ■ * 



CoUinet deeply afi^ted by^ tbil 

uDfortiioate transaction, tmoiediately tooJt thbm 
steps which were' best adapted to restore ton- 
fidence and tranquillity. therefore, caused 
procjamations to be issued in explanation of the 
affiur, and sent a letter to the Pangerang Adi« 
patti, who retiirned the same evening .to his 
house, where he was visited by the colonel and 
his staff, which allayed the fears that had been 
excited, and gave general satisfaction. The 
terms of a treaty having been settled, the inau- 
guration of ohe sovereign was fixed for the 
fourteenth of May, which, being the day of the 
new moon, was considered as the most for- 
tunate for the commencement of a new reign. 

At the time appointed, Adipatti landed in 
front of the palace, and was received by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Alexander McLeod and his suite, 
who conducted him to the gate of the inner 
court, where, being met^.by Colonel Gillespie, 
he was led by him -to the public hall. Here a 
throne was erected, covered with a canopy of 
yellow silk, the distinctivwf^colbur of royalty 
among- these people ; and on the left was placed 
a couch of crimson velvet, on which the eolonel 
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fpd the. i|iu>Darcb ^.Tbe Eu* 

ropeaas. haviDg. taken tlia|£,staU^ on ^^the. l^ft 
of the. couqh} thf pyinae^l. i^tiyea balog 
seated .on the groundj the foJ.h>wing prociliina- 
tion wa^;rea4 alotjfd in (he Malay language: 

** Tbp late sultauHi ,.Ratoo Mahmoud Bad- 
ruddin, having forfeited his .right to the. sove- 
reignty of PaliDabang by. various acts of rapine, 
treachery, and inhuffiani.ty^' particuli^ly - the 

murder of the persons belonging to, the Dutch 
* 

factory, the plunder of;, their . property, apd,the 
demolition of their fort, contrary <|p the jaws of 
nations, and his own solemn engagements with 
the Dutcbr to whose rights the English Com- 
pany have succeeded, .by the cession of Java, 
and its dependencies;^ and; whereas the said 
sultaun has also abdicated his crpwn by (light, 
the commander of the British forces, vested 
with full powers to thaSc;efiect by the govern- 
ment of Javai hereby declares Mahmoud Bad- 
ruddin to be deposed from 4he throne of^tbis 
kingdom. Moreover, ,the said comn^nder of 
the foreesi considering: the virtues of Pangerang 
Adlfmtti, and the love manifested towards him by 
the inhai^anta of this country, as well tba 
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natives as tlie Arab and Chinase' isati^ers, lfii» 
agreeable to’ bis instrtictidns, cfaos^. tbe^iiaM 
Pangerang^^A'dipatti to ill ^ Vaeatit tbtone* 
subject to the confirlnatioir ofthe ^otrernflient 
of Java, and of i' the supreme gotermnent '^of 
Itidia. The said Pangeraeg Adipatti is there* 
fore hefeby proclaimed the true end lawful so* 
vereign of PalliUbang and its' dependebcies, by 
the style and title of SulfaUn Ratoo Ahmed 
Niijthuddin, and all the peopledf this kingdom 
are enjoined to yield him obedience.” 

Besides the important object of providing for 
the order and security of this nation, our com- 
mander had another case that required at this 
time the exercise of his prudence and firmness. 
The 'Chinese residents at Palimbang, a people 
remarkable for their pacific and industrious 
character, had already suffered so much from 
the rapacity of the Malays, that it was reason* 
able to dread the renewal of their wrongs on 
the departure of the British forces. As these 
people were formerly under the protection of 
the Dutch factory, they Hid u’ peculiar claim 
to dtft Intorference in their favour, independ* 
ently of the general interests of humanity. 
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Wbich laid upon our c'6iiifll)aader i&f <AIigation 
to shield, by every means in hiS powers the 
honest and helpless from robbery and d|>pression. 
Oonformably to this principle of justice, there* 
fore, a treaty was formed, solemnly and ex* 
plicitly binding the new government 'to maintain 
inviolably the persons and property of the se> 
veral classes and denominations therein spe- 
cified. This salutary proceeding being deter- 
mined, and- the instrument ratified, the inter- 
preter addressed the a- <embly, and demanded 
‘‘ whether it was their wish that Pangerang 
Adipatti should reign over them-;” to which 
they^gave their assent by loud acclamation. 

Colonel Gillespie then taking the sovereign 
by the hand, respectfully pl-'ced him in the 
throne ; and immediately on taking his seat, a 
royal salute was fired from our artillery, while 
the standard of the sultaun was displayed on 
the palace, in the room of the British flag, 
whicb bad been regularly hoisted ever since the 
place was in our possession. 

When the sovereign bad received and re- 
tl£^d the salutations of the audience. Co- 
lonel Gillespie addressed him by an inter- 



preter, briefly stating the causes which bad 
occasioned this rev<dution in the governth6ht» 
and con<duding in these emphatic teripas:— » 
*' May your reign be . prosperous and happy ! 
May you contribute, by your g^dness and 
justice, to the happiness and welfare of your 
subjects ; and may they have reason to ' bless 
the nation that has placed you on the throne 
of the City of Safety !” This last expression is 
the favourite appellation by which Palimbang 
is distinguished among the Malays, and by 
which it is generally denominated in their his- 
torical writings. 

The ceremony of the installation being finish- 
ed; the colonel conducted the sultaun to the 
stairs, where his barge was in readiness to re- 
ceive him ; and when the boat put off from the 
shore, the vessels, which were decorated with 
the colours of all nations, fired a royal salute. 

On the sixteenth, the British commander, 
and a large party of officers, supped with the 
sultaun, who took possession of his palace the 
day following, after the' einbarkation of the 
troops. 

Besides the advantages resulting to the £u- 
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settlements in these scwis, 'itM the se- 
curity, afforded to the* foifeigners tradii^ iinder« 
their ]irot«ctfonf,' the East. lmlia Company^ bb- 
tbined by the success ' of this expedition aW 
accession of territory in thb^ceision of the island 
ofBanca* and its dependencies, ih perpetuity. 
Aebbrdingly, the colonel, having taken formal 
possession of Banca ‘on- the twentieth of May, 
issued a public proclamation, concluding in 
these terms : “ 1 do also will and command that 
this.island shall be' henceforward named Duke 
of York’s Island, in honour of . his Royal High- 
ness the Commander-in-chief of his Britannic 
Majesty’s Forces ; that Minto slrall be the ca- 
pital of the said island, and called Minto, in 
honour of the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General of all India; that the fort now building 
near Minto shall be named Fort Nugent, in 
honour of his Excellency Sir George Nugent, 
Commander-in-chief of all the land forces ser- 
ving in the East Indies ; and that Klabut Bay, 
or Harbour, on the north-east side of the island, 
shall be called Port Wellington, in honour of 
General Lord Viscount Wellingtoif, of the Bri^ 
tish army.” *• 
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f % “0 B^PCf j^|M« 

most of th^ tin, t^t C;^ij9ff| 

ketf ^nd tJip.^p^Dt j^d,,pf B^Iiton, iR|iiip,li 
the same ttpder.pur .domi^ipo^ Js 

valuable for the steal usfd J^y the Malays iq (he 
maqufacture of airqis anti tools. Another ina« 
terial l^qnefit arising frqtq . the possession of 
Banqa», VKaa,.the, pi^tection hereby afforded^ to 
trade. and .navigatjop^ in depriving the pirates 
of a place of retreal and rendezvous, where they 
had been loug acqustproed to assemble, under 
the auspices of the sultaun of Palimbang. It 
is, however, to be lamented, that the advan#. 
tages which were promised by these additions 
to pur eastern territories .were sadly lessened, 
in consequence of the.unhealtbiness of the cli- 
mate, particularly at Fprt Nugent, the situation 
of which seeip||d'.tobe j^ost happy in all re- 
spects ; but, contrary to .human expectation, it 
proved a grave tq many esteemed officers, as 
well as private soldiers* . . ,, 

Colonel Gillespie^left .t^s plane, with his 
staff, on the.tvifeoty-second.ol May, in a small 
schooner: and, after a. perilous passage, arrived 



first of.Japfi. B^tajirfHi fm9|:,3iirMnCe^ 
five days aftenfwrd^,^^e jpro^eed^ to ^a^^iaitj^, 

t 

Mflwjther tbe tro 9 i]» tba expecUtion had^prdprs 
ti^c follow with all posjfible dispatch. Tbe^ejo* 
isjteoce of tbe European power, on tbe island of 
Jfava was at this tima in imminent danger of 
bic^ng annihilated, and the most vigorous ex- 
ertions were requisite, not only to preserve the 
colony, but the lives , of tbe settlers* and< those 
who were under their protection. 

, A combination of the native princes bad been 
for some time secretly forming to effect this 
deadly object ; and though some of these men 
were radically hostile to each other, they had 
no hesitation in burying their private feuds for 
a while, the better tu accomplish the design of 
exterminating all the foreigners. At the head 
of this , confederacy, stood the sultaun pf Ma- 
taram, whose residence was at DJoejocarta, in 
the centre of the island, and at a moderate 
distance from Sama^ang, .This turbulent 'chief 
was solely indebted for the sovereignty winch 
he enjoyed to the J)utcb,4who originally aided 
hina in. his rebellion against. -the* Emperor of 
Solo, and by their powerful influence procured 
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the eistablislim^trt of hl^ indepeodetiee. ' Ndt- 
wfthslaibdingi hoilrei^/ the cibUgatioiiV'#hi^ 
he owed to these peoptl^ the utigret^rstilftetfh 
ehdeavoured' to*' effect the exferniihafioe! Of his 
behefaetors : and ' so"' marked 'was' his enihf ty» 
that General Daendels uddertdok ah e^fpeditidh 
against him; but being ^epprehensiire Of .ah at- 
tack by the English, her thought it ihost^pftudeht 
to compromise matters the present; and as 
the sultaun, oh hi^^ part, whs hot thoroughly 
prepared, he consented to pay aihrge tribute to 
the government of Batavia'; The enmity of this 
prince did not abate by the humiliation to whiOb 
he bad been driven ; but, on the contrary; it 
rankled in his vengeful%iind ; ^nd the absence 
of our commander, with a large force in S^u- 
matra, waii^seized upOh by him as most favour- 
able to his projects. His exertions were so 
successful in hringing' the other cbiefe to a cor- 
dial co-operatioh in bis views, that even his 
old enemy, the Emperor of Solo, for a s^sOn 

t ^ 

laid aside his tesentmeUt, and gave his coun- 
tenance to the cOaliiton. '^!^ • '-I 
Such^Was the slate of dlh^rs when otfr com- 
mander returoed Palimbang ; but the only 



part of the forcti thtit aifivie^ at"tfaii Hnlie con« 
sisted of a company of ^Aadiera belongfog to 
thd 'fifty-ninth f^^imeni, came^ln the 

FVo^ix frigate, by thb direct passage ; While 
the' remaihder of the fleets by going round tfai 
Island of B'anca,^ and piissing over to Borneo, 
wer4 ddayed a inbnth.'‘ 'This Was a vexatious 
loss under such circUnistances ; but the evil Of 
procrastination being infinitely dangerous, it 
was resolved to move Wbat troops could be 
collectecT towards Djoejocartaj that in case 
hostilities should become unavoidable, the con- 
federatrdn might, if jpo^ible, be crushed in the 
beginning. ' ; 

The commander of tlie forces, accompanied 
by the lieutenant-governor, came before that 
place on (be evening Of thO' sevihteenth of 
June; and the forUier having received intelli- 
gence of the active preparations of the sultaun, 
went out to recOhnoitre,' in person, at the head 
of fiftj^ dragbona. After making several detours, 
the party fell in with a lalgO body of the 
sul|aun*8 horSe; bUt as hotntention was ftMrmed 
of icting offensively, our int'eirpreter receisred 
instruction's ' to’ address these people' 'in' an 
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•ii|icable^in|im^,. to {irovul upon them jko 
turn to the crattao,^ or Pflaoe .of 
But ^itber solicitsitii^ e^en mc;p9U6s 
c;$mld. induce, theip * to ^ withdraw,. ^ and, aoipe 
stores were hu tied .at pur soldiers from slingSi 
which these pepple use wuth great skill. , 

. .At length, tpwards^dark, they ^nseoted to 
retire, but on. moving o^ they suddenly .threw 
their apears .^t our. mepi,, by which a seigeant |md 
four dragoons were wounded. This treacherou* 
act was. followed by several attacks duringf.the 
night, which obliged^ our soldiers to cut their 
way through the surrounding multitudes, wjtb 
the loss of one man killed and one woundpd. 
Still, being, unwilling to proceed to extremities^ 
the lieutenant-governor sent a messenger to the 
sultaun, wiUi^proppsals fora negociation, which 
met with a haughty refusal and defiance. 

Thus, it was^ev^d^t, that the peace of the 
colony depended solely upon, the success of our 
arms; and though our troops were but few in 
nmnber, the gosateat confidence could be placed 
in. their; intrepidity.,..* Th^ forpe plready as- 
sembjedl here consisted , of part of the four- 
te^uth . regiment of.fpot, part of the royal light 
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^nfiintry, and the third voIuiMeer;i,^tta|lioD v a 
portion of artiIleiy,,aQd two troops of the twenty- 
second dragoons. The reaiainder,i wi^h . the 
principal supply of advance, under the qppi- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander M'Letjjd* 
were expected the seme night. 

It should be observed in this place, that when 
the Dutch established themselves in the best 
part of this island, they stipulated with the 
native princes for the erection of forts near the 
res{fective capitals, which gave the Europeans 
a commanding influence ^ver those places. One 
of* these stood in front of the Grattan of 
Djoejocarta ; and when the messenger returned 
with the unfavourable answer of the sultaun, a 
fire was immediately opened from the fort, 
which was returned as quickly on the part of 
the enemy. 

This crattan, constituting the residence of 
the sultaun and his court, comprehends a space 
of near three, miles, and is sbrrounded by a 
broad, wet ditch, with drawbridges, a thick 
and high rampart with bastions,. apd j^efended 
by. ^out one hundred pieces,., of , cannon. 
Within are numerous squares and cp.urt-yards, 
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inclosed with higb walls, extremely strong* and 
capable of defence. A double row of cannon 
protected the principal square in front ; besides 
which, it was flanked with batteries, lately 
erected, to the right and left. These fbr>' 
- midabfe works were manned by seventeen thou- 
sand regular troops, whilst an armed population 
of above one hundred thousand in number 
occupied the adjacent rampongs for many miles 
round, and along tBe roads. 

The Dutch fort, situated about eight hun- 
dred yards from the Irattan, was so ill con- 
structed, as to be hardly adapted for any other 
purpose than that of a dep6t for military stores, 
the supply of which at this time was but 
scanty. 

A dep6t of pow’fler belonging to the enemy 
blew up Soon after the commencement of 
the firing: and fhe same thing occurred on our 
side, by Which Several persons were severely 
scorched and ' lacerated. This last explosion 
set fire to some oflhe builJings in the fort, but 
it was quickly got under, fittd the* cannonade 
continued. ' Parties 6f horse were sent out to 
scour the boUntry, that, by keeping the enemy 

N 



employed, they mightbe prevented fr6m impeding 
the advance of thW'detach men f udder Lieutenant* 
Colonel McLeod, then on the' march from Sala* 
tiga. So confident was the sultaun of being 
able to overwhelm our small force, that he seflt 
out a flag of truce the' same evening, demand- 
ing an unconditional surrender; and, indeed, 
considering the extreme disparity of numbers 
that were opposed to each other in this contest, 
his arrogance was natural and in character. But 
our inferiority in some respects was abundantly 
compensated in steadinete and valour, a proof of 
which appeared the same night, when a small 
division of the Bengal light infantry, under Major 
Dalton, was attacked without effect four times 
successively, by the enemy in the Dutch town 
between the Fort and the Cffttan. On the high 
road by which Colonel M‘Leod and his detach- 
ment had to march, were numerous parties 
employed in destroying the bridges, and devising 
obstacles to i m pOde their progress. Our dragoons 
had frec^uent skirm'ishOs with tb^e parties; but 
the country was so Completely oterspi^d by the 
>diiemy, that it was ald)ost*^ifnp08sibie to send a 
messenger to the advancing forces. Colonel 



M*Leod a reward td any roaD;wh<> v^Ciiald 

carry an^ordei>'tO'Captain By^, commait^g a 
detachment of royal artilj^ry» and who w|» , their 
a day’s march behind. Thif deeperate servf<^ 
Was' undertaken by. Jfoha Q'Brten, a private in 
the hladras. horse artillery, wb'o galloped throngh 
the midst of the enemy’s- parties, delivered his 
message, and returned without injury: for 
which he was deservedly' ^ rewarded by the 
commander-in-chief with public thanks and a 
gold medal. 

On the morning of the nineteenth of June, 
the troops under Colonel M'Leod reached head 
quarters ; but the long .marches which they had 
made, and the excessive fhtigde they had endur- 
ed, by being much exposed in that intensely hot 
climate, rendered^ome rest indispensable. In 
the mean time, however, the cannonade was con- 
tinued, and the most active operations were 
carried on to harass the enemy, by setting fire to 
their camps. 

In the evei^ng, all the t^^ops were ordered 
into the fort, which had th^t^fiTeot of deceiving 
the aultaun and ~ his people into a belief that 
no -immediate attack was intended on the 
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cirattan. Biit aVlhi6^l!^tUre 
no^ ini^ntl/rtl^eisiity td fH’evdttttbb miwMfetidii 
wbieh was abbtrt tor take place io 'YaribiSs^tit ^f 
i%e i^Iahd;'ohi|ten^were<1a^udd to prepare for^the 
assault, the plan of ‘Wbteft was framed iii^'so 
mastatly a ^tjde, as td‘{(ive aliPost an assufradbe 
of succeto tb the' brav^: and undaunted men 
who weire entrusted With the “execution: of it. 
^out two houra "^before the daWn of day, 
T^ieutenaiit-ColoneV Dewar, With the troops 
under' his difec'lidn, consisting' of part of the 
Bengal lrght infhntry, anck -the ^third volunteer 
battalion/ in ‘(fon|undtibb With -the corps of 
Prince Pr'angWedona, -proceeded by a circuitous 
couirse to dislodg^ a body- of the enemy on the 
south side of the crattan, and then to force an 
entrance in by the south gale; whilst at the 
principal onC oil the* ddrth a diversion should 
be making Vnder Major 'Grants ' The main 
attack WiiS entrusted to LfeotenanUColonel Wat- 
son, W^o had a patt 'of 'tbb’fburtedntfa regiment, 

» 

part of the Bengal ’ligho-infilNitr||iirand Lieute- 
piMPDoIoael M'LeOdfs columni^.ofgnsBadiem of 
the fifty-ninth lament, ftanlo eomptmie^ and 
the rifle companies of the seventy-eighth made 
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up lD. 9 ^er |0 iMpI^ th« l^lnt 

of escalade* ^ihis colpp^ 
nonbj!^B9$ baatioji), . apd 
iULidoIng which, tli|e,inostprpfpu.4|4iB|}pi|\qei W|ia 

keptj «aad; tbu8^ t|if ;aaet4^(|^ing; takeu^unr 
awares, th^ column ga'ihed the jpojf for^j^l^^ing 
the; ladder^ undtscoveied, just atthls jnp« 
ment the alarm ^being gi;reo the nprtjh.bastiop^ 
a shower of ^pCi was P 9 ^d. from tbp gunS|j^ 
which aeveral- of our mejn were killed and 
wounded. This, however, whs so far from in- 
timidating the gallan| band, that it only served 
to increase their energias», and to redouble their 
efforts. Conducted by Lieu,tenant* Colonel 
Watson, the column, lieaded by the grenadiers 
of the b>urteentb, under C?apt8ici JohnsfQ 9 , passed 
over tboditeh, and escaladed.tbe ramparta.onthe 
north-east face, amidst^ showers pf grajpe shot 
that were poumd; dowivjtpon thp%,. But the 
fire was soon silenced, byt the rapid movemept 
of the grenadiers, and..theremaiader .of the spme 
regiment, sqfliprted by t^jhai^shobters, prho 
sentfitlmhit^shot so>compli^l^' info: the .emhra- 
suresi M lo drive the enami^.fi^ai: their guns. , 
^;Cotoai^ Watson phshed aldi]g;.the top of the 


clpie,,Hhd^ 
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ratnparts for the ^Hhce’s g&tei'ow tbe nortb faee# 
wh^le a party of seppya brosHed thp, ditch at thd 
augle^of the bastio^ thaf was the firtffr object of 
attack, but which had beeh rendered defencelcas 
by the explosion of its’ powder magazine. Then 
passing along’ the basin" at the foot of the ram- 
part to the same gate, they let down the draw- 
bridge, foir the admii^ion of t^e column under 
'Bteuteuant-ColonelMiLeod. ’ • 

It was with' difficulty that the prince’s gate 
could be blown ll^en, on account of its strength ; 
blit while this was doing, -the troops having 
passed the ditch, ascended upon’ tl^e shoulders 
of one another through the embrazures, and 
having reinforced the column of Lieutenant- 
Colpnel Watson, they speedily cleared the ram- 
parts. While all this was going on in the 
enemy’s works, a brisk 'fire was kept up by our 
fort upon the': interior of the CrattaU. * ^Having 

■9. * 

taken the South-east bastion, at the point of the 
bayonet, after enduring a ’ tremehdous' fire, of 
grape sh6t, ' which ’sv^pt the t^pfiparis," .out 
troops rushed along the south fece^'^whelh they 
hlidlto encounter the enem^ i'd'greau.^umbers. 
But tbhugh th<r conflict was djesporat^eor men 
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succeeded in ’t>peoing the gate for Lieutenant* 
Colonel Dewar's cpl^ntn* ;jyl]io.^«frived 
same mou^Dty after dpfeatingT.4t!| tbe subij^lbs, 
the forces of Tomogong 3enrat:PeniDgrat, wbp 
ieli in tbe action. v^The whole column now 
pushed on for the west gate ; turning, as they 
went on, the captured guns against the enemy 
in the surliounding campongs, whiqh contri- 
buted much to the disper(t|on of those. troo|p|* 
after which, the pieces were dismounted and 
thrown into the ditch. . Du]|log these opera- 
tions, the commander-in-chief bad so disposed 
the cavalry and horse artillery in parties, to 
scour the country, and tbe roads leading from 
the Crattan, as effectually, to cut off the fu- 
gitives in. every direction. , The principal object 
in this was to secure the person of the Sultaun 
of Matarara.^as well a^*to prevent the escape of 
his principal adherents. Qy tbe judicious plan 
thus. adopted, and tbe vigorous activity of those 
who were employed in,.carryiog it into effect, 
the design ^cp^ed,^ apd thiM a long and.^e- 
sultory warfare, was prpvei^. '^he , hereditary 
prince d^vered,. bimse.lf. up at;^l^e west gate; 
but the enemy still held out atj^he north-we$t 
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l>a8tioii, from wbenetf/hoireVer, were> soon 
e:;pelled. Tbeilr ultimate resdct was 
on tli£ outside^ of the fott ; nnd bere4hey .^de 
a stand fbr some -time, keeping up a brisk fire 
over the walls and tlwougb the openings, fimm 
one of which Colonel Gillespie received a se- 
vere wound in the artn. 

The desperate' Ond unequal conflict having 
*'fi||{ed three hours, ^ded in a* complete victory, 
and the surrender of the* sultaun, which, of 
course, dissolvi| the confederacy, and saved 
tbfe colony. , 

The loss of the enemy could not be accurately 
ascertained, biit from the imniense heaps of 
dead which lay on the ramparts, and in every 
gateway, it must have been prodigious ; while 
on tile part of the British, notwithstanding the 
difiSculties which they had to encounter, and 
the resistance they experienced, it amounted 
only to one hundred killed and wounded. 

If tbi valour of our troops on this signal oc- 
casion was brilliantly displayed il^-the firmness 
with whieh' they -braved ^ every side, 

«nd. surmounted all the obstieles/tliat labour, 
numbets, and^^fage could throw in thmr way. 



lhat glftry; was Jb«ig.hteufd by ,, t|^ jio^ation 

«nd gfnei?8sUy, 

d,u<^ jji |be houjr^ of Jrj,uBiph* 

wa<|<!i.indeed, thoj . i^iparlt^l^te wd, !P!!|fyi|p- 
,rious» from the ^considei;Btip 9 ,.of the pro, voca- 
tions to rf^venge .w^ich.Jbpd,».b^Q> wantpnly 
given by the enemy, w^b, idyarifi^ly treated 
with savage inhumanity^^^ch unfortiinate. per- 
sons as the. c^tnce pf ^ar threw into ]y|p||r 
hands.. The British ^Jdier^ ^b(|d witnessed 
many shocking instances of |j[|e b|utal ferocity 
of these people during the present contest ; ^et, 
while the spectacle of th^ir mangled and tor- 
tured comrades was fresh in the recoBection of 
our gallant countrymen, they committed no 
outrage upon the persops an^ property .of the 
vanquished. , ! 

The Sultaun of h^ntaram, as justice required, 
was deposed,, and .sent in exjle to Prince of 
Wales's Island ; but the sovereignty , was conti- 
nued in the person of his son, thf hereditaiy 
princOi by the title of^ Hamang .^uhupne. the 
Third-;. Among., other ^J^quijfitions. which the 
British, (d^tawed hy thin decisive blow* the 
.cession of the. rich provincevof Codoe, and 
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spjtnf; distriqts s.cojQtauiiiigc.. tlie.« jgip»t;^.«luable. 
forests of te^k Jo 

fectuaU^'to pmvent anyfututr^ attackt .^. third 
piOwer was .ast^shedr bjr creating Nung^ de 
Smna, brother of.' the late sultaun, a sovereigav 
prince* . with jOensjid^rahle estates. Thus* .the. 
once potent and' e^temsive Empire of .Mataram, 
formerly enjoyed estclusively by the Soosooboo- 
is now divided ipto^^tbfee separate principa- 
lities; and the favourite project of the native 
chiefs to destroy European settlement In Java 
terminated in the full aod apparently permanent 
establishment of that dominion over the island. 

For this important service, the consequences 
of which cannot fail to prove of the most essen- 
tial benefit to spcccpsive generations, the army 
and its leader received the thanks of the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Java, of the Governor- 
General in Council*, apd of $ir George Nugent, 
Commantler-in-Chief in India. .At this time it 
was known that the gallant, officer, whose promp- 
titude had produced these momentous results, 
w,aa promoted to the rank. oL M^ortGeneral, 
bj.ii^ppointment having taken. place .pn the $rst 
day of,.tbat very yiear. . ;i*:, 
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The generd ortlOTs of the comfflander-in>chief 
very properly combined the t«ro>iservicee bf fhe 
Palimbang expedition and the one<.recently per- 
formed ; on both of which the language isso'wry 
forcible and honourable, that it would be improper 
to pass it over without extracting what more par- 
ticularly concerns the subject of the present 
memoir. • 

** His Excellency the jCommander-ih'Glill* 
in India, having, while at a 'distance from the 
seat of government, received fi^m Major-Gene- 
ral Gillespie, commander of the forces on fhe 
island of Java, the official papers of the success 
of the expedition to Palimbang, and of the 
glorious result of the assault on the strong 
fortifications of Djoejocarta, on the twentieth of 
June, 1813, offers his cordial congratulations to 
Major-General Gillespie, and all the officers and 
troops who had the honour of serving under 
his personal command on both those important 
occasions, but more particularly at the ever- 
memorable assault Of DjbejoOarta. 

** Although the feeble. bs'* Which the enemy 
made pf the teslensive means of defence and 
annoyance.at Palimbang deprived the expedition 



ligainst its barbarotts .pHnce 
brilliancy S!tibie|i^< peculiarly .JbeJpnga ,j^o.4i|^i|ve 
operatMHia in the fiel(|» the coiumapc^rrib'Cbiel^ 
ccHisiderb the trQO{>s employed, in. that dtpcu|t 

service as highly deseaving of his apprphal^ 

■* 

and .thanks^ for their exact discipline^ patieqt 
endurance of fatigue ijnd. privation, apd forvyard- 

ness on every occasion .which , seempd likely to 

* 

ihtpiire their active axertiops. 

The personal intrepidity and presence of 
mind displayed by Major*General Gillespie on 
thlb occasion, by which th.e lives and property 
of a numerous pr^ulation werp rescued from 
impending destruction, and pUped under., the 
safeguard of British humanity and good faith, 
reflect additional lustre on the high reputation 
which that officer had already acquired in his 
distinguished career of public service* . 

** Nor are the wise and prudent arrangements, 
by which Major-General Gillespie accomplish- 
ed in a short time oil the important objects which 
government had . proposed -.by . the expedition 
to Palimbang^ leas deserving of the commander- 
ijUjUlditfs public’ . approbationr and applause. 

; Whether the .cootfflander<»iii^hief. views the 
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#elKtiitted pfdlMpt'itude abtf dediidii widi-i^iph 
th« resolotido to liteiHiltdid'Cratttlt ofD^jpptfta 
was- aitoj^^t fhd jutfgidaPit . tbe 

atta^'Nvaa plan^t^ the ord^ rapidity, and 
gattantry with Which' it ^aa iSi^iited hy the 
brave* trobpai who, eipulatialg the example of 
dieir leaded, -and relying hla eatablished 
character aod talehia, and their- own valour and 
discipline, disregarded * numbers superior 
yond ail prdportiOft in enduring, warfare, and 
surmounted eveiy obstacle to Complete success; 
his Excellency must evwr conmder the storming 
of the crattan^of Djoegdearta by the troops 
under Major-General Gillespie, as ranking 
amongst the foremost of those great , atebieve- 
ments which' adorn the military annals of our 
country, and have increased its power and repu- 
tation in Asia. > - 

** The tommander-in-ckief in India desires 
to ofihr the tribute 6f his warmest thanks and 
applause to Major-General Gillespie, command- 
ing the forced in Javsy for the energy, skill, and 
valour, evinced % him in the conduct of the 
arduous service in question, the successful 
termination of which has superadded to all the 
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splendour of beroism the substantial advantage 
of establishing the British supremacy over Java, 
and’ the" tranquillity of the islandron the solid 
ibuodations of <justrce and power. V . ^ 

But though these' brilliant services received 
the most hondurable marks of public approba^ 
tion, and will descend to distant ages in the 
page of history, they added little to the fortune 
of*the brave mao who performed them. After 
securing the conquest of Java, and extending 
our dominion in the eastern seas, by his deter- 
mined valour and Kberal'policy, the major-general 
found his reward Only in an increase of glory, 
and the satisfaction resulting from a conscientious 
discharge of his duty. Leaving to those who 
shared not in the dangers attending the acqui- 
sition to profit by the advantages which it pro- 
cured, he devoted bis constant attention to those 
objects only, which appeared, in his view, best 
calculated to advance the interests of the colony. 

It happened, however, with him, as it often has 
done to other military commanders of high 
spirit and disinterested character, to be thwarted 
am^Uisrepresented, where it was reasonable to 
have expected cordial support and liberal con- 
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fidence. Having ex{u«$sedtin o|^roii anfiii^ur> 
able to the resolution dfotbera bu'sdme oti^ers 
of local policy, ^ though* vvithoUlK\vftttbih{|tigg to 
prevent the measure, he .thereby gave^offeneo 

to the parties who had an intOrest in the pro« 

% 

ceeding. An unsuccessfui eipbditioni that was 
undertaken contrary to his advice, endin which 
he bad no concern, against the piratical state 
of Sambas, on the coast of Borneo^ eontribiftld 
to the mortifications which the mt^or-general 
was jioomed to undergo. He had earnestly 
remonstrated on the impropriety of such an 
enterprise during a bad monsoon, and with 
means inadequate to the object ;* notwithstanding 
which, it was pertinaciously adopted : but the 
failure, while it confirmed the correctness of his 
judgment, only served, at the same time, to 
multiply his vexations. Froni the first moment 
that he became a member of the government, 
he made it his ardent and constant endeavour 
to promote the benefit of the island; and in 
<]oing this, he incurred considerable private 
expense, which was the clieeffiilly borne 

-when he perceived the good efiTects produced 
by . his labours among the' inhabitants. It was 



extremely niHjnfBl a mii^d 90 enl^ed 
tbould have looked for atmilar zeal add gaae- 
rosii^ ib^ tb<^ who had b^n associated with 
biib,by ihe ^iweme authority c^Jndia. . IXofor- 
tunatelyr the '‘military .cpinfiia,anclef in Javadi 4 , 
not meet with that congeniality of sentiment 
which the pnblib good required, and. to which, 
by his own candopr and readiness to> oblige, be 

k 

wa» iairly entitled> 'Consultations' were held 
without his knowledge, and measures carried in 
direct opposition to his judgment, even the 
department which may be properly said to have 
been exclusively his owm The regulations 
and improvements which were conceived by 
him essentially necessary to the comfort, and 
even the health of the troops, were obstinately 
rejected. Thus, for the want of convenient 
buildings to accommodate the European soldiers 
in a climate proverbially fatal, many valuable 
lives, it is to be feared, ware cut off. that 
might have been prolonged for the benefit of 
their country. Another measure ^which the 
general bad at heart, connected with bis .pro* 
fesi^liial objects, was the erection of proper 
dep6ts for the security of military stores^; but, ' 
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though the loss, sustained by spoliation and'da* 
mage rendered such a proposal unobjectionable, 
it met with* the fate attending every' thing that 
had the welfare of the army and the satisfaction 
of its commander in view. But this was not 
all, for the humane disposition of the general 
extended itself towards the native troops, who 
had been raised for the service of the colony, 
within the island, 'and whose good opinion and 
fidelity it was the interest of the Europeans to 
conciliate. Wisely, therefore, did our com* 
mander recommend an attention to the comforts 
and regular payments of these corps; but strange 
to say, in this also he experienced resistapce or 
neglect; and the natural consequence was a 
weakening of J^3t attachment whiph it was so 
much our policy to have cherished by courtesy 
and liberality. 

At a period when these, and various other dis* 

agreeable circumstances, obviously designed to 

render the situation of the general unpleasant, 

/ 

were obtruded upon his feelings, a shocking catas- 
trophe occurred in the eastern part of the island, 
which evinced the necessity of an imposing 
military force in a country whose native inha- 


o 
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bitants are . radically hostile to the European 
name. 

|n the summer of 1813 , a party of English 
officers went to reside some time for their health 
and amusement at Probolingo, near Sourabaya, 
a place* celebrated for the salubrity of the air« 
and the pleasantness of the situation. The 
proprietor of the estate of Probolingo, called 
the China Major, was a man of large property, 
but of great liberality, and on this occasion he 
behaved with remarkable courtesy and polite* 
nsss to our partyj 

On the morning of the eighteenth of June, 
Colonel and Mrs. Frazer, Captain McPherson, 
Captain Cameron, Lieutenant Robertson, and 
Ensign Cameron, went on a visit to the China 
Major; and in the evening, whilst they were 
riding out, some mantries came and reported 
that a body of armed men had descended from 
the mountains, and taken possession of a village, 
a short distance from the house ; that, however, 
they did not molest the inhabitants, but de- 
clared they came to take the country by the 
command of Mahomet. Conceiving them to 
be nothing more than a set of religious enthu- 
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siasts, our party went to ascertain their number 
and intentions. With this view|^^ the China 
Mejor collected hjs people, amounting to about 
two hundred, armed with pikes. The whole 
then proceeded about six paals, when the ban- 
ditti were perceived in a coffee plantation ; or 
rather a part of them, as the chief had placed a 
considerable number in ambush, ready to rush 
out on a signal. While some, of the people 
were endeavouring to ascertain their object, 
the insurgents made a most furious attack, 
preceded by a dreadful yell : in consequence of 
which, the China Major's men gave way in 
every direction. Captain M'Pherson and 
Captain Cameron, who happened to be in front, 
the one armed with a pistol, and the other with 
a fowling'piece, retreated towards Colonel 
Fraser, and the other officers who accompanied 
the China Major, and some of his relations. 
After an attempt to make a stand, and dis- 
charging what shot they had, the small party, 

being hard pressed by the banditti, were obliged 

• !!• 

to retire. At this moment Colonel Fraser and 
Captain McPherson, being greatly exhausted, 
fell, and, with the China Major and two ser- 

o 9 
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vants, were most cruelly murdered. The rest 
of the gentl^en made their escape with great 
difficulty, and were closely pursued to the 
house, where they arrived about ten o'clock. 
Captain Cameron immediately began to take 
measures for putting the place into a state of 
defence; and, towards morning, about one hun- 
dred and fifty of the- China Major’s people were 
collected for that purpose, several of whom 
afterwards dispersed and joined the enemy. In 
consequence of the difierent requisitions that 
had been forwarded to Passerouang and Soura- 
baya, seventy of , the Djyang sekars arrived at 
half past five in the morning : on receiving 
which force. Captain Cameron again sent 
parties to collect the inhabitants, with a deter- 
mined resolution to attack the banditti, and 
rescue, if possible, his brother officers and the 

a 

China Major. Unfortunately, he was soon 
obliged to relinquish this design by the defec- 
tion of the people, and the weakness of the 
sekars, who were armed only with pikes. The 
banditti hadf by this time advanced within one 
mile of the place, with their numbers consider- 
ably augmented. Soon after, their chief sent 
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a chi^llenge to our partjr to come out and fight 
him, boasting that he had killed the English 
who fell into his hands the prece^hg evening. 
On receiving the confirmation of this melan- 
choly events and perceiving no chance of success 
with the contemptible force that he had. 
Captain Cameron turned his attention to the 
afflicted Mrs. Fraser, whom be conveyed to a 
prow, that was to take the China Major’s 
family to Passerotiang. Having done this, he 
returned again to the house, which he found 
abandoned by the servants, and the Djyang 
sekars also in full retreat, while the banditti 
were in possession of the front of the building. 
Nothing now remained for Captain Cameron 
and bis friends but to*‘efiect their own escape, 
which they did with the greatest difficulty. 
Having ordered the Djyang sekars to proceed 
by a road that led from the rear of the bouse, 
and being anxious to afford every assistance in 
his power to Mrs. Fraser, Captain Cameron 
made the best of his way to the prow, which he 
had scarcely reached wbt^ tli4 banditti appeared 
in great numbers on the beach, preparing to 
follow in boats. The prow immediately weighed, 



and stood for Passerouang, where it arrived at 
eleven o’clock the same night, after encoun* 
tering the dingers of the ocean, and being ex- 
posed to the burning heat of the sun. 

As soon as this intelligence came to Major 
Forbes at So.urabaya, he proceeded for Probolingo, 
with a detachment of the seventy-eighth regi- 
ment, mounted on borrowed horses, and accom- 
panied by a party of Djyang sekars, « under 
Lieutenant Dwyer. On the road, information 
arrived, that the banditti had found five field 
pieces, and a quantity of ammunition, on the 
Chinese Major’s premises. It was also ascer- 
tained that the insurgents were now consider- 
ably increased, and that the yellow flag was 
hoisted by them ; which, as being the standard 
of the Emperor of Solo, led to a belief that he 
was at the bottom of this disturbance. At day- 
break on the twentieth, the major came up with 
Colonel Arenschild, a pensioned officer of 
Passerouang, who had been dispatched by the 
i^ident there, with a body pf armed men, the 
day before. After halting a short time . to ar- 
range the mode of attack,, the whole moved 
forward to Probolingo, not far from which they 
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discovered a party of the insui]geolSr who spee- 
dily retired. The numerous bodies of natives 
being found to impede the march 'hl^tbe detaclr- 
ment, the major resolved to push forward >vitb 
the detachment of the seventy-eighth regiment, 
the Djyeng sekars, and one gun. At a distance 
of two paals, three field pieces were found 
placed on the road, and covered by numbers of 
the banditti, armed chiefly with pikes. These 
were instahtly .attacked ; and When the detach- 
ment had come within twenty yards of them, 
continuing a heavy fire during the advance, 
they hastily fled, leaving the guns, and many 
killed and wounded. After a march of one 
paal, two more guns were seen on the road, 
covered as the others, only in greater force, 
with two large yellow flags, which gave reason 
to suppose that here the principal chief com- 
manded. The insurgents shouted, and hastened 
to meet the detachment ; to encourage whic^* 
Major Forbes took up a position on each side 
of the road, directing the Djyang sekars IS 
keep at some distance .Ih the rear. The ban- 
ditti on tbia advanced With a shotit ; and the 
detachment leserving their fire till within a fe# 
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yards distance, opened it upon them in such an 
effectual and destructive manner, that after a 
short interval they ran and dispersed in all 
directions. The chief, being finally deserted by 
his people, rushed forward with a degree. of 
frenzy, and was taken prisoner, though mortally 
wounded: a second chief was also brought in 
afterwards, and the brother of this last was 
killed. Thus, the insurrection being quelled, 
with no other loss on our part than two men 
wounded, Major Forbes returned with hisde> 
tacbment to Sourabaya. 

The bodies of Colonel Fraser and Captain 
M’Pherson were found tied up in sacks; that 
of the latter exhibiting a sad spectacle, being 
greatly mangled, and pierced with numerous 
wounds. 

It was necessary to give the particulars of this 
affecting narrative, because the tragic event 
which it records afforded a decisive confirma- 
tion of the opinion of the commander-in-chief 
in Java, that there was no security for the lives 
and property of the colonists, without a judi- 
cious disposition of an efficient military force. 
Had there been at this time, conformably to 
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bis advice, a small garrison at Probolingo, and 
such as the importance of the place required, 
this misfortune would not have hl|f|>ened. 

Such an afflicting occurrence, therefore, while 
it.gave pain to the feeling heart of General Gil« 
lespie, was heightened in distress by the con- 
sideration that it might have been prevented by 
the timely adoption of those means of defence 
which he had recommended. But his views 
were too enlarged, and his principles were by 
far too liberal for the sphere in which he was 
now placed, and circumscribed as he was by 
the counteracting influence of those who either 
could not appreciate the purity of his mptives, 
or who had very different objects of their own 
to pursue. 

Under these circumstances, and being un- 
willing, from a sense of public duty, to express 
that resentment, which in any other case would 
have been perfectly justifiable, where want^'bf 
confidence was aggravated by indelicate tllfot- 
ment, the general was anxious to remove firom 
a situation, which, . thpngh it was the field of 
glory, had to him becoffle the scene of trouble. 
After repeated solicitations, he obtained his 
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cecal* and in October returned to Bengal, being 
succeeded in the command at dava by Major- 
General N^^ingale. 

Tfiough by the revolution of political rela- 
tions in £urope,44fais valuable island has been 
abandoned to its former owners, the importance 
of tbe conquest, and the magnitude of their 
services by whom it was gained, cannot be 
thereby lessened. It is, ipdeed, a matter de- 
serving of serious consideration, whether in 
sound policy it would, not have been wise to 
have retained a position, which, independent 
of its natural riches, gives a vast degree of in- 
fluence to the possessor among the surrounding 
powers. In our hands, the condition of- Java 
would have progressively improved, and that 
too in a very rapid manner, were we to judge 
frcun the advancement which it made during 
the short period that it has been under our do- 
minion. -iSut to render the benefit of our re- 
guliilions ^permanently useful to Europeans in 
g^ral, 'and to the natives in particular, it was 
expedient to have maintained a military esta- 
blishment,. economically formed, and properly 
distributedi which would have bad tbe effect of 



keeping the turbulent in awe^ and of protecting 
the industrious. This was the decided opinion 
of General Gillespie, who saw that whatever 
might be the impression of our Valour and 
strength upon the minds of ;t^ people in these 
parts, it would be the reverse of prudence and 
common sense to trust to that impression alone 
for security from their enmity. His penetrating 
end comprehensive judgment could take in a 
much laiger and more remote space than is ge- 
nerally contemplated by those who are con- 
versant rn estimating the precise value of present 
objects, and who have hardly any idea uncon- 
nected with personal advantages. 

General Giljespie, on the contrary, had less 
thought tor himself than for his country ; and 
of this disinterested and patriotic spirit, his 
conduct throughout life was a splendid prodf: 
but if a particular instance were at all requiaite« 
a more striking one need not be adduct 
bis retirement from the command at Java, nilh 
the motives which occasioned that resignatiM^. 

and the total disregard of personal emolument, 

' * 

which distinguished hinjf while engaged in that 



204 ^ 


part of the world. That he returned to the 
Indian Continent little enriched by his arduous 
services, may perhaps be considered by some 
aa no mark of prudence ; but it was honourable 
to his integ^rity rlfor all' that he possessed was 
gained in the field, in which he shared no more 
than belonged to bis rank, and consequently 
far below what would have been commensurate 
with his toils and his dangers. He scorned to 
n^ake the situation in which he was placed 
after the conquest of the island the means of 

a 

advancing his private fortune; and tberetbre he 
might truly have adopted the words of a brave 
old commander of another profession, — “That 
though his estate was small, it was dearly and 
honestly earned, having never cost a soldier a 
tear, nor the country a penny.*' 

On bis arrival at Calcutta, the Major>General 
ascended the Ganges to take the command at 
Meerat ; but his lot was not that of luxuriant 
indulgence and calm repose; for though it is 
ptobable, that had his valuable life been prolong- 
ed, a due regard would have been paid to his 
dititinguished talents abd extraordinary virtues 



by the British Government, he was destined to 

encounftr nothing difficulties, and to end 

* , ^ * 

bis course in the career of glory. ^ 

The depredations, encroachmen ts, and murders, 
committed by the Goorkablees on^hr frontiers, 
continuing to increase in spite of all remon* 
strances and attempts at a pacific settlement, no 
alternative appeared between a degrading sub> 
mission to their insolence and a vigorous syst^ 
of hostility that should provide effectually 
against theic ravages in future, by driving them 
within their former boundaries. No season 
appeared so promising for the accomplishment 
of this desirable object as the present, because 
the Goorkablees were increasing in numbers 

I ^ 

and power every day; the necessary conse->'> 
quence of which would have been, that, in a 
very short space, our influence and even safety 
must have suffered considerably. Opinion is 
every thing in such a country as India: and 
whenever the natives shall begin to lose their 
reverence for the English arms, our superiority 
in other respects will ^ui*'kly sink into con- 
tempt. Forbearance under repeated insults 
committed by these lawless marauders, who 
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^^lkaowIedged no la^ but tbei# will, and no 
fiiith but their eonvenioilbe, wobid noafoidably 
have brought our national eharacter Into disre- 
pute among the various natiom of the east. 
The high imputation of the mountaineers of 
Kapaul for hardihood and valour among the 
surrounding tribes, and the singular notion which 
has long prevailed, that their country is pro- 
tected by a supernatural power, gave a particular 
interest to the collision between them and a 
people who have performed such evonders in 
Asia as the English. However unpleasant, 
therefore, it might be to enter into a contest 
with these plunderers, justice and policy alike 
required that it should be no longer delayed ; 
for no overtures could induce them to preserve 
moderation in regard to the rights of their 
neighbours ; and such was their insolence, that 
they made no scruple of avowing their rapacious 
designs against those .who were then under our 
protection. On all accounts, then, it became 
atf imperious act of necessity to maintain the 
barker of our possessions on that extensive line 
safe from these unprincipled hordes ; and thus, 
by striking them with awe, prevent a confe- 



deraey among the varioba other statett^wiio^ in 
tbeir jealousy of our power, might be disposed t» 
forget their own aahnosities fo» a time' to joiit 
in expelling the English from India. 

When the war was 'resolved upon by our 
government, preparations were made (br earry- 
ing it on with vigour, and bringing it to a speedy 
conclusion. Among other prudent measures 
that were adopted, one was the purchase of, 
provisions at a time when they were abundant 
and reasonable ; and thus a regular supply for 
the army being secured, the malice of the' 
enemy, m devastating their country, was little 
to he regarded. In the same careful atteutiWi- 
to the comforts of our soldiers, it was settled 
that they should receive money instead of 
half their rations, by which regulations they 
were enabled to consult their particular con> 
veniences, while the service was materially 
eased by saving a great expense in the oenvey* 
ance of food, which in this hilly country can 
only be carried on men*8 shoulders. To cover 
the operations against Napaul* the armies of 
Madras and Bombay were ordered to advance 
close to their respective lines of frontier, whilst. 
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for the same purpose, that part of the Bengal 

force which was not elsmvhere engaged, de» 

fended the upper provioees from insult. These 

judicious arrangements having been made, and 

all other necessary measures taken to bring the 

campaign to an honourable termination, thirty 

thousand men were prepared for the invasion 

of Napaul, a territory extending above eight 

hundred miles, and intersected by assemblages 

of hills jumbled together in many forms and 

directions, sometimes in chains, lying parallel to 

each other, but of no great extent, and often 

connected at their termination by narrow rjdges, 

% 

running at right angles across the intermediate 
valleys. The summits of all are very narrow, 
and of various forms, while the distance between 
each range is short; so that the valleys are 
extremely confined, and not a spot is to be seen 
in many of them that would afiford room for one 
thousand men in tents. Some of these ranges 
are covered with forests, and are always verdant ; 
others are naked and stony, neither yielding 
shelter to the birds of the air nor the beasts of 
the field. 

Immediately beneath these mountains com- 



mences a rich and well cultivated extent of 
country, with an active and warlike population^ 
of which the tapaha, or cultivatoia of the land, 
are the moat niimerooa and formidable. Of thia 
cast was Unieer Sing, the principal commander 
of the Napaul troops, who, in 1803, by com- 
pleting the conquest of Sirin^ur, carried the 
dominion of the Goorkahlees almost to Kush- 
meer, after which he displayed considerable 
powers both as a warrior and a statesman. 

According to the plan of operations for the 
invasion of Napaul, it was resolved to act upon 
four points at the same time, and thus to prevent 
the Goorkahlees from making incursions and 
laying waste our country, while we were pene- 
trating into their’s. Acting upon this principle 
of co-operation, two divisions were to enter the 
country to the westward,, near the Sutledge ; 
and two divisions to the eastward, upon Cat- 
mandu, the capital. 

The two divisions of the former army were 
commanded by Colonel (now General) Ocbter- 
lony and by Major-General GiileSpte, on whom 
devolved the arduous service ' of forcing s 
passage into the Deyrah Dboon through the 
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mountains. As these two branches of the 
military force had the common object of reducing 
the Goorkah power to the west of the Ganges, 
and lastly in the province of Almorah, their 
operations badi of necessity, a dependence upon 
each other ; and the movements of one division 
were of course to be regulated with a view to 
the assistance of its coadjutor. 

The Deyrab Dboon, or the Valley of Deyrafa, 
which is so called from the village and sacred 
temple of that name, situated near the Assum 
river, extends from the Ganges in a north* 
westerly direction, till it meets the Jumna at 
the foot of the bills. Besides the principal post 
I- of Kalunga, the enemy had some very strong 
positions on the north side of the Jumna above 
the junction of that river with the Tonse; of 
which defences, the most distinguished were 
Colsie, Runtum, and Baraut, all in elevated 
situations, an^ almost inaccessible ; but being 
on the right bank of the Jumna, they were of 
little importance, compared with the strong 
fortress which lay within the Dhoon. 

The eastern passes into this valley are at 
Hutdwar and Rlklukies, by the former of which 



Tirnour Shah or Tamerlane passed the l^waleh 
mountains on his return to Persia. The passes 
into the Dhoon from our northern fl'ootier are 
fiire, of which two only/ the Tfmly and Kerrie, 
were discovered to be practicable for cavalry, 
infantry, and artillery. 

The former of these passes is the most 
westerly, and.the latter lies abouf the middle of 
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the first range of hills, AbovSe the Timly pass 
is a ford over the Jumna, and a little above it is 
the/erry ofRajbghaur. 

In the vicinity of Rikkikies to the eastward 
is the Luckerghaut ferry; and here a mountain 
road or pass runs from the Dhoon in a northerly 
direction, within a short distance of the hill of 
Kalunga, and continuing the same course till it 
arrives at the Bagbretti river, where it forms a 
junction with the great road leading from the more 
westerly parts of the Goorkab territories. 

Front the western side, and about the same 
parallel of latitude, rnns the lesser valley of 
Kaerda, bounded on the west by a rai^e of 
mountains very difficult dt acdess, in which are 
the fortresses of Naban, Jytuk, Jumpta, Mornee, 
&c. This valley obtains its name from a small 
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stockaded fort Which defends the road |hat 
leads from the Rajhghaut ferry. 

Having thus'^given a brief outline of the 
country which was intended for the scene of 
Major>General Gillespie's operations, it will 
be proper to take a slight view of the possessions 
occupied by the enemy near the Sutledge, where 
Colonel Ochferlony was engaged.. 

The Pinjoor valley constitutes the boundary 
of the Goorkhalee states to the north>west, 
and the Sutledge t6 the north. In this quarter 
their principal army under Umeer Sing was 
assembled in a stockaded position of great 
strength at Irkea ; and in the immediate vicinity 
of this place stand the forts of Nallaghur, 
Yarraghur, Ramghur, h^alouen, &c: the first 
of which is the key to the passes south of the 
Sutledge. 

From the position of the enemy at Irkea are 
two communications, which, in the event of 
the defeat of Umeer Sing, would have remained 
open to them ; one to the south at Nahan, where 
Rtinjour Sing, ‘the son of that chieftain, 
commanded a gkrrison of chosen troops. And 
the other to the eastward, either by Bannahut 



down the Baghretti and Alukandra riven { or 
by crossing the Tonse by Colsie and Aantun, 
over the fords of the Jumna into the Dhoon. 

Thus, while the enemy had provided for the 
security of their frontiers, by strong positions, 
they were enabled in the event of any disaster 
to retreat into the interior, and to multiply the 
difficulties of the invading army. It was, there* 
fore, evidently necessaiy on the part of the latter 
to adopt a plan of operations calculated to pre- 
vent Umeer Sing and bis force from making a 
retrograde movement by any of the routes, 
which, leading into the heart of the Dhoon, 
would insure his safety, and endanger that of 
his pursuers. Under this consideration, it became, 
indispensable that the j>roceeding8 of Major- 
General Gillespie should be directed with an 
eye to the operations of Colonel Ochterlony, 
whose success depended, in a great degree, 
upon the advance of this division of the western 
army, the march of which we are now to follow. 

It had been originally iptended that the occu- 
pation of the Deyrah valleytUr Dhoon should have 
taken place immediately after the first of Novem- 
ber ; but from subsequent information, it became 
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ii matter of importance to expedite the advance 
of the troops to the Goorkbalee frontier; 4nd the 
earliest day from the fifteenth of October was 
determined upon for the commencement of 
hostile operations. -* 

The general, writing to an esteemed friend 
on that day, says, '* T am on the point of moving 
towards Sebaranpore. The troops are all in 
advance. 1 expect to make an attack on the 
Dhoon the twentythird or fourth, and move 
upon Nahan, if circumstances admit, about 
the thirty-first or first , proximo, in order to 
support Colonel Ocbterlony^s attempt upon 
Nalygbur, and eventually move against Umeer 
Sing. Lord Moira has left in a great measure 
the movements from my side to myself. 1 am 
inclined to think that he will find the present 
undertaking more arduous and difficult than he 
imagines, as the country in itself is so difficult 
of access : every yard is a post, and the Goor- 
kbalees are a very warlike active people. 

I shall have to move in several columns; and 
my force is so small, that I fear disaster. 

. *<You recollect Mornee, where the Rajah 
wanted us to commsnd bis people. That very 



spot where we encamped ia close to where a 
detachment must euter the mountains foxtho 
purpose of attacking Nahan. The recollec- 
tion of my friend will render this spot dear to 
me, and bring past scenes in glowing colours to 
my imagination/* 

It was not till the eighteenth of October that 
a sufficient force could be assembled at Sebaran- 
pore: and on the two following days the de> 
tachments moved forward, to penetrate into the 
Dhoon by the Timly and Kerrie passes. On 
the twenty-first, His Majesty’s fifty-third regi- 
ment marched, and encamped in the neighbour- 
hood of Jusmore, a village nearly e(quidi8tant 
from the two passes, with the intention of sup- 
porting either of the detachments in advance. 
Three companies of light infantry and a troop 
of dragoons posted themselves at Padshabagb, 
near the foot of the Timly pass, and closely 
watched the banks of the Jumna. 

In the event of the M^jor-General’s plans 
being successfully executed, it was to be 
expected that the passes would be carried, the 
ferries occupied, the several detachments of 
observation posted, and a junction of the forces 
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effected at Deyrab on or about the twenty-third, 
in which case a lai|;e detachment would have 
been available for the attack of Kalunga. 

These expectations were justified by the 
result, which completely demonstrated the cal- 
culations of the Major-General, and the accuracy 
of his arrangements. On these grounds, added 
to the probability that > Colonel Ochterlony 
would be hard pressed by Umeer Sing, he was 
induced to direct bis attention to the support 
of that gallant officer’s movements, and accord- 
ingly he made him a provisional promise of 
affording him collateral aid to the westward almost 
immediately after thefirstof November. To effect 
this object, therefore, it was necessary to com- 
plete the important part of the service in the 
Dhoon by the twenty-seventh of October ; and 
from the information obtained respecting the 
state of Kalunga, it was judged that its reduc- 
tion would not require the labour of three days. 
On the twenty-fourth, a body of cavalry and 
horse artillery crossed the Jumna in the route 
of Ludheana, and firom thence to Seidoura, for 
the purpose of deceiving the enemy, and ad- 
vancing the movements of Colonel Ochterlony. 
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The same day, the major-general marched with 
great expedition for the banks of the Jumna, by 
the Timly pass ; and on the twenty-fifth, ,he 
advanced into the 'Dhoon, with the design of 
reconnoitring the positions of Colsie^ Runtum, 
and Baraut. On descending into the Dhoon* 
he received intelligence from Colonel Mawby, 
giving the account of an unsuccessful attempt 
which he bad Just made upon Kalunga, and re- 
questing to be favoured with further instructions. 
According to this report, it appeared that the 
colonel had marched the day before from 
Deyrah with the whole of his force, leaving 
only the rear guard for the protection of bis 
camp, and ascended the Table Land, about eight 
hundred yards from Kalunga, and four hundred 
feet below its level, separated from it by a deep 
ravine, through which runs the water-coune of 
Nala-panie. The colonel having brought up 
some light pieces with considerable labour to 
this eminence, after examining the fortress from 
thence, deemed the place impracticable to be 
taken by assault, and mafefaed'his troops back 
again to the camp. 

This occurrence necessarily produced some 
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change and delay, but it made no alteration in 
the resolution and plan of the majoTigenWai, 
who immediately ordered up the detachments of 
cavalry and light infantry that had been left to 
watch the Jumna, t<^ether. with some mortars 
and two twelve pounders. His activity in- 
creased with the difficulties of bis. situation ; 
and though from his own observation be was 
fully aware of the obstacles he bad to encounter, 
his confidence in the troops which he com- 
manded rendered him superior to all fear of the 
result. 

Of this firmness of mind, mixed with much 
liveliness of manner, a striking instance may be 
adduced in the following letter which be wrote 
from the position before Kalunga, on the twenty- 
eighth of October. 

** My dear friend, 

** Me ootci— in the far famed Dhoon— the 
Tempe of Asia ; and a most beautiful valley it 
is ; the climate exceeding every thing 1 have 
hitherto experienced in India. 

** It was not my intention to have advanced so 
far into the valley, bad not Colonel Mawby, 
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whom I sent forward with a force 1 thought 
sufficient to completely take possession of the 
whole by a emp de fitam, failed. I was .on tfan 
banks of the Jumna, and within the valley, 
with the intention of reconnoitring and ex- 
amining its line, when I received Mawby's 
report that he had failed, from want of correct 
information, and that it was impracticable to 
take the place. At this moment, the greatest 
part of the troops, excepting one thousand three 
hundred infantry, five guns, and three hundred 
cavalry in advance with Mawby, were at Seha- 
ranpore, andhelow the Ghauts, ready to pass 
the Jumna into the Seik country, for the pur- 
pose of moving to the westward, to support 
Colonel Ochterlony*s movements. may 

imagine this check completely changed my 
plans : and here I am, with as stiff and strong a 
position as ever 1 saw, garrisoned by men who 
are fighting pro aria et foeia in roy front, and 
who have decidedly formed the resolution to 
dispute the fort as long as a man is alive. 

** The fort stands on the s'jmmit of an almost 
inaccessible mountain, and covered with an 
impenetrable jungle; the only approaches com- 



manded, and atifly stockaded. It will be a 
tough job to take it ; bur, by the first proximo, 
I think 1 shall have it, sub auqnce Deal** 

On the twenty-ninth. Captain Campbell an- 
nounced the intelligence of his having occupied 
Colsie, the enemy retiring as he advanced ; in 
consequence of which, and agreeably to his 
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own request, that officer was directed to join 
head-quarters, after taking proper care for the 
command of the fort. 

The same day, the major-general' having re- 
connoitred the place, chose a position for an ad- 
vanced encampment ; after which, he drew up 
the foI^>wing orders, which, as the last pro- 
ductioit of this excellent commander, will be 
read with lively interest by all who admired his 
virtues. 



FIELD ORDERS. 


Camp near Dttprakf 
, im Octobery 1814.' 

The Troops will change their ground to-morrow 
morning, and encamp in the following order : 

Right or First Cotamny Colonel Carpentef^TWo 
battalions of His Majestjp^s fifty-third fix>t ; two com* 
ponies seventeenth nadve infimtry ; sixth, seventh, and 
seventeenth light infimtiy battalions^ under Migor £. J. 
Wilson. A detail of Golandauze and Lascars, sufBcjent 
to carry four boxes of two hundred rounds of musket 
ammunition each. 

Reservcy Major Ludlow — Remainder of the eighth 
native infimtry — Detachment of the nineteenth native 
infimtry, and light company of the twenty-sixth native 
infim try — Remainder of the seventh native infimtiy. 

Second Column, Captmn Fiat, Seventeenths— la^t 
company of the twenty-seventh native in&ntiy — Three 
hundred rank and file o( the seventeenth native in&ntry, 
pioneers, and a detail of Golandauze and gun Lascars 
sufficient to carry two boxes of two hundred rounds of 
musket ammunition. 

Third Column, Major KeHjps-^Fbaeoid hundred rank 
and file of the seventh native infimtry— Light compa- 
nies of the first and fifth regiments, and twenty pioneers. 
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Fourth Column, Captain Campbell, Sixth Sfaihe Jn- 
fantrj / — First Grenadier company, sixth nBtrveoifiui^^ 
one battalion company ditto, and light company of dm 
sixteenth native in&ntry. The iburth column mil 
encamp in the second line, in rear of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Carpenter’s column. 

Officers vfWX be careful to direct their men on all 
occasions to reserve their fire, and on no account to allow 
a shot to be fired at random ; and the Migor-General 
expects they will distinctly explain to their respective 
corps the necetsity in action of taking a cool and deli- 
berate aim ; and, above all, to impress on their minds 
the advantage to be gained by a determined use of the 
bayonet. 

Officers at the head of columns of attacks will move 
deliberately, so that the i^en will not lengthen out, and 
be enabled to preserve their distance, and keep up 
without fatiguing their men or exhausting their breath : 
officers therefore are recommended to bring their soldiers 
to the storm in possession of all their physical powers, 
to effect the impression that animal spirits and unim- 
paired vigour can always command. 

Strictsilence to be observed; and if necessaiy to give 
a word of command during the march of a column to a 
point of attack, it must be communicated from the front 
to the rear by the men themselves repeating in a whisper 
the word ef their commander. 

When the head of a column is prepared to debouche 



towards the point of attadt^ a short halt AtniSdi bcf 
made to gun breath, if cmmittNlaaices wtt admit, and 
the ofl&cersin command will bring uptheir men income 
pact Older, with steady and cool determination. This 
is the moment an enemy will endeavour to take advan- 
tage of any looseness or precipitation. In all attacks 
(generally speaking) against entrenched or stockaded 
posts, firing and halting to reload often causes severe 
loss— *this may be avoided by an undaunted and ^iHted 
storm. In case of ambuscade, or surprise, a soldier 
requires all his natural courage; and whenhnis so 
- siCttated as to be exposed tb subfa attacks in jungles and 
narrow pathways, he must predetermine within himseli 
to preserve the utmost coolness : hurry must be avoided 
to prevent confusion; and even loss sustained with 
steadiness can be remedied ;^and an officer in command 
ought always previously to arrange in what way he 
should repel, and guard against such occurrences. 

The enemy we have to encounter are dexterous in 
using a short sword— Ofiicers, caution your soldiers 
to keep them at the point of the bayonet— in the stonu 
beware of their closing. 

When several columns move to given points, officers 
commanding columns will bear in mind the utility and 
necessity of training their march so as to render the 
attack simultaneous. The^eifircts of several columns 
moving at once on an object is on most occasions decisive. 

Let emulation actuate all ; but corrected by steadiness 
and coolness— no breakings of ranks or running for who 



it'to be foremoM in llie conteet - e ac h coteBm lAmt be s 
mutnal rapport— end etrarjl raldier eoCuat^ jafr ^o 
principle of cool and delibamte rabur, will alan^havft 
the advanta^ over wild and prec^Mtte cotinge. 

BIajor*Genetal CKlleipie preramea to ofl^ these &w 
suggestions, notwithstanding the many mccellent and 
experienced officers in the field might have precluded 
the necessity : he relies however on their indulgence, 
which he is confident he wUl experience from the har- 
mony and zealous soldier-like finding that appears ' to 
inq>ire all. 

Orderst thirttlttk of October . — Oflicers com- 
manding columns are requested to set their watches 
with the Major-General’s. 

Parokf Moiba.— C ounter*^, Fobward. 

The columns under ^olonel Carpenter, Major 
Liudlow, and Captain Campbell, will form in front of 
their lines at nine o’clock to-night, and march conform- 
ably to routes which they will receive firom head 
quarters.— The column under Captain Fast to parade 
and march at three o^clockto-morrowmoming, agreeably 
to a route which will be hereafter issued to him. The 
colunm under Major Kelly to parade and march at two 
o’clock to-morrow momiqg. His route will be rent 
during the day. 

Officers cmnmanding columns will be pleased to order 
twelve men tamed with Tulwars to precede each of tfieir 
columns. v 



Oo the voroing of^ tl»e t||irtie|b the wny 
moved forwvj^* apd eiiiQWSfmltroeat thafiMfeof 
tbe hills io this order S* J* * 'd t 
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The right, cotttwii Ufidee«Lietit6naat*Colonel 
Carpeoter, coasistaiHISir two comipanies of the 
fifty-third regiment of ibot, two companies of 
the seventeenth native infintiy» and light com- 
panies of the sixth, seventh^ and seventeenth 
native infantry, under M^jor ^ilson. A detail 
of Golandauze and Lascars, conveying ammu- 
nition, and a portion of pioneers for carrjyjpg 
ladders. 

The reserve, under Major Ludlow, having 
the remainder of the eighth native infantry, a- 
detachment of the nineteenth ditto, and light 
company of the twenty-sixth ditto, with the re- 
mainder of the seventh ditto. 

Second column, under Captain Fast, baying 
the light company of the twenty-epventh native ' 
infantry, three hundred rank and file of the 
seventeenth ditto, sixteen pioneers, and a detail 
of Golandauze and Lascars to carry ammuni- 
tion. t ^ - 

Third column, under'Slf^or Kelly, consisting 
of three hundred rank and file of the seventh 
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l^tive infantry, light compenie* of tho fif»t and 
Hfth ditto, and twenty piomeera* , " 

Pourtb column, under Captain Campbell, 
having the grenadier company of the sixth native 
infantry, one battalioa company of the sixth, 
and light company of the tenth ditto. One 
troop of the eighth, or His Majesty’s Royal 
Irish Dragoons, dismounted, was kept in readi- 
ness near head>quarters, to join the reserve. 
• under Mnjor Ludlow. 

^t half-past three in the afternoon, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Carpenter, with his column, sup- 
ported by the reserve under Major Ludlow, ad- 
vanced, and occupied the table-land already 
mentioned ; the enemy maintaining a wild, irre- 
gular fire from light guns in the fort, and a small 
discharge of matchlocks from a neighbouring 
eminence. 

During the pigbt, batteries for two twelve 
pounders, four six pounders, two mortars, and 
two howitzers, were erected, under the direc- 
tion of Major Pennington, commanding the ar- 
tillery, and lieutenant Blair of the engineers, 
assisted by the officers of pioneers, and Captain 
^yers, aid-de-camp to Major-G^neml Gillespie. 



The guns, mortal*, and bovritters, having 
been brought up the bilhon eiephants, were 
placed in the batteries before tdt^4>reak in the 
morning of tb# thirty>first, and shortly < afterw 
wards a well>difected fire was opened on the 
fort, which was as briskly returned* 

At two o’clock the same morning, one co- 
lumn, under Major Kelly, marched by a detour 
to the other side of the hill, placing itself in ad- 
vance of the village of Ktnsale. A second* 
column, under Captain Fast* moved at tbes^me 
time on Luckhonnd; and one under Captain 
Campbell towards Ustul. These three columns, 
with that under the command of Lieutenant<* 
Colonel Carpenter, supported by the reserve, 
were intended to make a simultaneous assault 
on four separate points. 

The signal was to be fired two hours previous 
to the storm, in order to enable the different 
columns to correct their distances from the 
place, should it be discovered that the inform 
matioD given by the guides was erroneous. 
The dischaige of five gunv,. preceded by a 
silence of as many mioufos on the part of the 
batteries, was the appointed signal ; which fir* 
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nrfts to be repeated by the field-pieces in the 
camp. At seven o’clock, .the fiitit three guns 
were fired, * at intervals of one infnute each ; 
and the last two quick. A little before nine, 
a detachment of the enemy, which, during the 
night preceding,! had occupied a hill on the 
right, for the purpose of harassing the working 
party and outposts, moved forward, with the 
obvious intention of turning our flank ; but in 
this design they were checked by the fire of an 
hop'itzer, and finally driven back at the point 
of the bayonet. As at this time the signal for 
the assault had been fired, the penetrating eye 
of the major-general discerned in the circum- 
stance of the repulse an opportunity for pur- 
suing the retreating enemy into their own 
works; and instantly availing himself of that 
advantage, he ordered the assailing column to 
advance, su^pported by the reserve, and covered 
by the fire of the batteries. 

This body succeeded with some little diffi- 
culty in entering the stockade, the royal Irish 
dragoons, one. hundred of whom were dis- 
mounted, under the command of Captain Bru- 
ton, driving the enemy before, tl^m quite 



through the village, and to the vlrj^' Walla of 
the place, ^ut this slockade was altoget&W 
contemptibfe, and intended for 'iio other poj^ 
pose than merely as a fence to en^lbseW'nnil!^ 
her of huts that were erected close Un(fi$r thhi 
part of the walF. ' ‘ 

Nothing could surpass the gallantry of the 
King’s Royal Irish, who took the lead in* the 
storm ; but after penetrating to the wicket, 
they were there obliged to retire, for the want 
of immediate support. TBb troops, boweirer, 
still continued to maintain their position with 
cool intrepidity, keeping up a heavy (hough 
useless fire of musketry ; but at length sHewittg 
an inclination to retire, positive orders wetC 
sent to hold possession of the stockade until 
the party could be reinforced. But, unfortu- 
nately for those who had to endure a painftll 
and unequal struggle in this quarter, the two 
columns under Major Kelly and Captain Fast, 
on the other side, did not hear the signal ; and 
thus the relief whicb'thair presence would have 
afforded did not arriv%'*whed if was wanted. 

It is observable, that the major*general, having 
been apfihehenaive that some misconception 
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ttigbt take place, directed his aid«de-eamp^ to 
send positive injunctions to tho^ officers to 
storm immediatety ; but though the orders weVe 
dispatched in duplicate, and by different routes, 
they never reached their destination. The co- 
lumn commanded by Captain Campbell came 
up at the close of the action, and most hand- 
somely covered the retreat. 

Three companies of his Majesty's fifty-third 
regiment having arrived from camp, at half past 
ten o'clock were' ordered on with two six- 
pounders ; and the major-general, accompanied 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Westenra of the eighth 
light dragoons, Major Stevenson, commissary- 
general, and his personal staff, entered the 
Stockade at the head of the troops. The guns 
being pushed up within twenty-five yards of 
the walls of the fort, were served by the horse 
artillery with the greatest coolness and pre- 
cision. Under the cover of this fire the storni- 
ing party formed, and advanced to the charge, 
but was impelled back by a Sweeping fire of 
l^pe, fhat^lif' lochs, arrows, and Various de- 
structive missiles, peculiar tb the Indian war- 
fare. A second' attei6|(it to cany^Hte place. 
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though vigorously made* expeifeoced the wme 
resistaoce, aod was equally unsuceeasfdK FfOili 
a wickety before which one of the six^poundeif 
had been placed, a heavy ^re was Ukaintained^ 
to avoid which, the major-general gave orders 
that the troops should branch off on each side, 
and he took the lead, thus striving, by bis great 
and energetic example, to turn the fortune of 
the day. Affairs were at this moment in a 
most desperate state ; and the resolution of the 
commander to head his troops in person, though 
perhaps not strictly conformable to ordinary 
rules, and common eases, was indispensibly 
necessary in that critical posture of the assault* 
The general was fully aware of the difficulty 
which pressed upon him; and though be was 
as free from reproach as from fear, he could 
not, consistent with his sense of professional 
duty, suffer his troops to bear a greater share 
of personal danger than himself. He was of 
opinion that the fort might be taken by assault, 
and bis plan was w;eli digested for that pur- 
pose; but when he s^ tbt^ the valour and 
fortitude of the soldiers with whom the attack 
lay gii%^d no tiufortunate depression^ ia 



consequence of tbo« formidable difficulties that 
were opposed to them, be resolved to set them 
an example of impulsive forwardness, in the 
|iope that their efforts would be crowned .wkfa 
success on the coming up of the other divisions 
to their support. Qbstacles and dangers which 
appal the courage of others only tended to 
quicken his spirit, and to stimulate him to ex> 
ertions corresponding with his declaration on 
leaving the batteries, ** that he would take the 
fort, or Jose his life in the attempt.” 

This devoted heroism had the effect of reani* 
mating the troops, who, "being thus led on, 
moved forward with alacrity to make another 
attempt: but while the general was waving his 
hat and sword, cheering his men and calling them 
on, within a few paces of the walls, he was shot 
through the heart, and instantly expired. 

Thus, in the exuberance of his zeal for the 
service, and in a total disregard of his personal 
safety, fell this exalted and inestimable character, 
a little before twelve o'clock, and when our 
tmops -Imd been more than an^ hour within 
thir ly, yards of the walls. • ' 

Here let ps pause a momept to dn^ the tear 
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oX sympathetic regret over the <Mife of the 
hero, in tboifond recollMtion of bis’ virtues, Mhl 
to express a sorrowful concern that he sboithl 
have been taken away in the midst' o^iiis ii8e»> 
fulness, and the vigour of his glory, like the 
pride of the forest, when blasted by a stroke of 
lightning. 

All hopes of success being destroyed by 
this fatal catastrophe, the next senior offloer, 
on being made acquainted with it, immediately 
ordered a retreat, and the whole, with the guns 
of the batteries, returned to the camp. The 
ladders were lost in the first attempt; but there 
is reason to believe that could they have been 
found in the last assault, their application at that 
part of the wall which was approached by a 
small detachment would have beeu attended 
with success ; for at this period the enemy bad 
given up every thing as lost, and were, in reality, 
preparing to abandon the place. w " 

In recording this melancholy disaster, it is a 
painful but necessary .duty to take a review of 
the subject, for the.pur|M>i»(' of shewing that the 
lamented chief was not only perfectly justified 
in .the^epnrse whtch, he adopted, but tbs^ in 



•I^t propriety he bft^«o elteroalive mdet the 
pressiegexigenfcieeof thecircumeCMces. • 
Owing rather to the went of support than 
to the' power* of the enemy^ the troops bmA 
become so dispirited by the^^rst repulse, that 
the stimuieting example of their commander 
was alone cap^le of bringing them to a renewal 
of the combat. Had the place been impregna* 
ble, the case would hare been very different ; 
and whatever might> be our admiration of the 
courage of the general, an apology for his conduct 
would have been difficult, except in the language 
of an elegant writer, respecting the venturous 
boldness of a great naval hero« “ That to mention 
the impetuosity of his courage, is to make the 
blame of his temerity equal to the praise of his 
valour; and that this illustrious roan was once 
betrayed to an inconsiderate and desperate 
enterpriae by the resistless ardour of his own 
spirit, and a noble jealousy of the honour of his, 
country.” 

..But in the present instance wnare freed from 
lim neeessi^ of vindicating' ^thn energy of 
CSeuemi Gillespie at the ex^^nae ofhw judgments 
for tbeimputatioDof tcroeri^oouUad^ld^Qha^^ 
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Bpon fatni without palptble isjustioer «8 the 
attainment of the fortreM was not only dosiiabla 
but practicable. According^ to every obseraatiouv 
the place was vulnerable; as the walls were rather 
low* and not without an inlet; on which account 
Major Ludlow» an officer of great discernmeot 
and gallantry, gave it as his opinion that the 
fortress might be carried Without firing. 

It may, perhaps, be said, that considering the 
natui^l strength of the position, and the deter- 
mined spirit of the eiremy, prudence would have 
dictated a blockade of the place till a battering 
train could be obtained sufficient for its reduc- 
tion. In reply to this, it is sufficient to remark, 
that besides the unavoidable injury occasioned 
by the weakening of the force in that case, the 
delay of four or five weeks, which must necessa- 
rily have taken place for procuring an adequate 
supply from the magasines, would have crippled 
the plan of the campaign, and have threwn 
advantages into the poWer of the enemy which 
could not easily have been retrieved. By 
watChihg the«>rtressfOflKarunga till the artillery 
cdnld arrirei’ tbik dWsion 'of the army murt 
havebeMa keplflte a State of comparative inacti- 



vity above a month, which must, 6f coorae, have 
aeosibly affectbd the ulterior object of the 
service, and, io'' all - probability, completely 
disarranged the operations of the division under 
Colonel Ochterlony. It was of great import* 
ance to the movement of that officer from 
Rooper on Naliaghur, and accordingly with that 
view the Major-General had promised to make 
a powerful diversion in his favour about the 
first ofNovember. Now, to redeem this pledge, 
and to carry on with vigour the other objects 
of the enterprize, the reduction of Kalunga was 
indispensable ; as otherwise no diversion could 
have been made with a prospect of success, 
because a considerable force must have remained 
to observe that fortress. Besides this, it was 
absolutely necessary to observe with close 
attention all the points lying open to the opera- 
tions and march of an active enemy. The road 
leading from the position of Umeer Sing at Irkea 
to the banks of the Tonse, was represented as 
perfectly free to the march 6f his army ; and 
both the Tonso and th% Jbnaiia were fordable 
jiMmaoy places. Under" theaC^ ciitiomstances, 
a luge extents of country woaW har<;,,'re4|dired 
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close observation, together with tbe^|l$0hghaut 
ferry; in addition to which* another road Jaf 
behind, the hill of Kalnnga* runojlng in <ai| 
easterly direction along the hUla .fornting .the 
northern boundary of the Dhoon, which must 
also have been watched by a small corps at 
least. After such a distribution of the troops* 
therefore, it may safely be left to the judgment 
of any considerate and dispassionate inquirer, 
whether any adequate force could have remained 
as a reserve to act with effect against Unieer 
Sing in the event of bis falling back on the 
Dhoon by the northern road. 

By getting Kalunga into our possession, the 
enemy would have been deprived of the only 
strong position which he held within the valley, 
and in that case, a moderate garrison, placed in 
the village and temple of Deyrah, would have 
proved a rallying point not only for our own 
corps of observation, but for the inhabitants, 
who might be disposed to throw off the 
Goorkhah yoke in thi^ quarter. So long as a 
garrison of the troops At Napaui 'Continued in 
tbe-.ifortress of Kalunga, our operations in the 
Dhoon niuat hwe been extremely limited,^ re- 



4ctced to great uncertainty, and i^ithout de- 
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living the least assistance from the people of the 
country. The* necessity of an immediate attack 
of this post being therefore obvious, the only 
consideration remaining was the numerical 
strength of our own force, and'the nature of the 
resistance it had to overeome. The former is 
easily to be inferred from a cursory view of the 
military returns on that fatal day ; and though 
the natural advantages of the place were im- 
proved by the exertions and determined valour of 
a hardy race of mountain warriors, subsequent 
experience proved that the major-general was 
perfectly correct in estimating its fall, and 
in the measures which be adopted for effect- 
ing that object. 

whatever causes the failure was owing, 
whether in the ordinary nature of human acci- 
dents, by which well-concerted plans are not 
properly understood on the part of those who are 
entrusted with the execution of them, or in the 
want of that promptitude which could alone 
cnaure success}- no reflecdwb caw be cast upon 
tbt memory of the commanddr, eitheo. on 
account of the plan of the assault, Ojt hia con- 



duct ifl eDde^vouriog to recover. thf laftiineof 
the day. It was certaiuly reduced to Aj^fiwloio 
hope, end as such, the gcoenil eoosidefed it 
be bis duty to expose himself in the most eon* 
spicuous manner, that, if possible, his example 
might inspire and ro.use the emulation of bte 
troops into another vigorous and e^Ssetual 
attack upon the place. The heroic sentiment 
which occasioned this sacrifice has carried Che 
renown of the British arms to a height of spleo- 
dour, that, in point of radical virtue, and pemia* 
nent utility, has far exceeded the Grecian and 
Roman glory. That daring epirit of bold en« 
terprize, which in Europe has stamped with 
inunortality so many illustrious names, will be 
found peculiarly needful in the vast andcomidio 
Gated regions of the east, where, from^tbe 
character of the people, and the tenure of our 
possessions, we shall be continually obliged to 
maintain a high military attitude. But the 
effect of that power must depend on the com- 
manding talents and upshackled energy of the 
generals who are emfdoyed in (be service ; fi>r 
when there ashiernaginteieste, it is obvious the 
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kmda of di9Wtt8fiictioii will produce error and 
eonfusfon, defeat and disgrace. 

It is distressing to reflect that an invaluable 
life was here cut off by a voluntary act ofdevo> 
tion for the public good, which might have been 
preserved for many years of active .service and 
honourable retirement, had all who were with 
him been equally animated in the cause of their 
country. But in this case it was a mournful 
satisfaction for him to say with the Spartan com- 
mander, in a situation of extreme difficulty. 

Whatever misconduct shall happen in this 
battle, I shall either conquer or die.” 

The body of Major-General Gillespie being 
laid in spirits, was conveyed to Meerat for inter- 
ment, and a monument has been there erected 
to h^ memory by the officers who served under 
his command. ' 

Earl Moira, also the Governor-General of 
India, whose friendship for the deceased hero 
was of the purest kind, has signified his inten- 
tion of consecrating a cenotaph to the same 
saqiiid object j while nt hstoe, thp two houses 
of fundament, on the iqptiop of His Majesty’s 



ministers, have voted a public monument to the 
major-general, and another to his companion ilii' 
arms, Major-General Sir Samuel Gibbs, who ibll 
about the same period, and in a similar manner, 
for the want of support in an attack upon New 
Orleans. Thus, after enduring the perilous 
climate of Batavia, and facing death together 
in the tremendous conflict of Cornelis, these 
gallant men were distinguished by being nomi- 
nated in the same gazette to the honourable 
Order of the Bath, and joined ultimately in 
a parliamentary resolution for a monumental 
commemoration of their distinct services, and 
the final termination of their glorious career in 
opposite quarters of the globe. 

Private friendship indulged its sorrows on 
the melancholy intelligence of the death of 
General Gillespie, in two poetical effusicms, 
which are highly creditable to the feelings of 
the writers, and happily characteristic of the 
extraordinary virtue tb^ were intended to cele- 
brate. The first ci these pieces was composed in 
the east, by an officer, an^^fMi already ajipeared in 
one of«4he joumala ‘published in that part of 
the world. The second is the. production of 



mi amiable and aceompliahed young lady in thia 
countiy, and was written on receiving a letter 
from an esjieemed friend, lamenting the untime- 
ly fate of the general, and announcing the inten- 
tion of Earl Moira to erect a cenotaph at Cal- 
cutta, in honour of his great public services and 
private virtues. 

THE HERO’S DEATH. 

At eventide, a crimaon ray 
RemindB us of the parting ; 

Impending mists obscure the view^ 

And all assumes a sombre hue. 

The distant spires, that pleased thesight| 

All vanish with the fading light : 

Thej^loom enshrouds the hill and vale, 

The city and the sylvan dale. 

But yet to-morrow's sun shall glow, 

And man again its'blessings know ; 

To-morrow’s sun shall shine again, 

And gild the city and the plain : 

Yet he whose martial course has run, 

No more shall greet the rising sun. 

His dwelling is the silent tomb, 

Midst darkness black as Htygian gloom. 

* Bu^ yet for one spell, 

Vfho serv’d Ms natal soil so well ; 

* Khei» * n 

That bids a light eternal shine. 

To grace the Wo’s bonor^d shriliA 
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OiLLEmE^f gooe still ahAll ficM 
Imnorialise tha warrior’a namiG* 

Moiiro all ye soUieni ! deeply mourns 
Vour dearest friend will ne’er return* 
He’s gone t— and ded that noble soul, 
Where hononr reign’d without eontrouh 
lie lov’d yon : let yoor valour prove 
That you were worthy of his love : 

And when Uiniidst the battle’s roar, 

O ! think (iiLLESFis leads before i 
And then revenge the fatal blow, 

That laid your gallant ehloftain low* 
lie fell t but, at his parting breath, 
GiLLssrsE died a soldier’s death i 


On the diath a/ Major-General Sir Robert Rollo 
Gillespie^ C. B. kilted at Kalunga^ in the 
East Indies^ on the 3\stf^ October^ 1 S 1 4* 


Needless it is to raise the tomb of state, 

To mark the spot in which a good man sleeps ; 
Since frigndship, bending at the stroke of fate, 
Embalms bis virtues, as o’er him she weeps. 

These tender teany to clid||^sh^d virtue due, 

** This ttnafsailing flosiSm^Mutna grief, 
0ii«Lisrii uU BWia bedew, 

And SnMM^ienlnre to elch laurel leaf. 
r 9 



V But jevfcomoiinthsboBor’d hero'* tefhy ^ 
Arouse from wooy tud loud the life he led ; 

Pruetiie his virtues till jour latest breath, 

To be like him illustrious when ye’re dead. 

In reviewing the professional character of 
General Gillespie, the first consideration that 
must strike the observer, is the uncommon ardour 
he uniformly displayed under all circumstances, 
and in various situations. Nothing was suffered 
to damp his activity of spirit/ or to draw him 
aside from the career of glory, in which he was 
engaged. His enterprizing genius acquired 
new energy in proportion to the difficulties 
which he encountered, and the occasional mor- 
tifications that it was his fortune to endure. 
The high sense of duty, and an emulation of 
dischaiging it satisfactorily to bis own mind, 
predominated in him over all regard to private 
feelings. But though his courage was un> 
daunted, and his fortitude not to be diverted by 
the cold and calculating policy’ of expedience, 
his actions were neither temerarious, nor his 
raeohitions tnpremeilifated, Bold execution, 
and determined in bis ootwiihv 

standing, ^ligept in' fait and 



careful io the constrUetion 6t hia plaM. Ha 
was equally a pattern for constant imitation 
in the system of military discipline, and an 
example to be followed in the field of battle. 
Personal attention order in every de 
partment of the service that came under his 
immediate cognizance, and promptitude io 
every critical position, rendered him an object 
of esteem and admiration to all who had 
an opportunity of witnessing the commanding 
vigour of his intellect, and the unaffected hero- 
ism of his conduct. Hence he was revered by 
the private soldiers, and beloved by the ofiicers, 
who had the felicity of serving under him : the 
one regarding*him as a father, and the others 
valuing him as their friend and exemplar. 
To a chivalrous intrepidity, which fiiced death 
without any concern for his own safety, was 
joined a tender sympathy for his companions 
in arms. No mao had more fiwling for the 
sufferings of others, or could be more anxious 
to save the effusion pf hipman blood, while he 
appeared prodigal in tli 0 '«il»daiiie ot bis own 
peNoii, esid therohy Stimttteted his followers to 
deeds of daritig Ttdoiti. 1 a preparing to meet 



the foei or to storm a bulwark, he was calm, 
collected, and sedulous of information ; but ob> 
Stacies that would have appalled mechanical 
minds, and such as are' ever ready to magnify 
perils, or to multiply haaards, as an excuse for 
their own prudence, only served to sharpen his 
desire, and to quicken his exertions. To this 
rare conjunction of extraordinary talents, and 
contempt of death, inflexible firmness in action, 
and persevering enei^y in pursuing an advan- 
tage, was added the purest patriotism, which he 
evinced through every changing scene of his 
eventful life. After enduring for many years 
the contagious atmosphere of Hispaniola, and a 
fhtiguing though honourable service in Jamaica, 
instead of enjoying the otium cum dignitate to 
which he was entitled, or at least some relax* 
ation from his labours and anxieties, in the 
bosom of domestic tranquillity, he was under the 
necessity of employing his powers on the shores 
of Asia. A too generous confidence* in the ho- 
nour of others involved him in embarrassments, 
tothp injui^xof bin piiaate fortiwe, which im- 
pellmlliim to seek nUM iir4abieii;Joua exertions, 
'and tite faigetfulnesB of i#« vgtiatioo of 
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itSene, and the remoteneas of distance. But 
there is an overruling destiny, which, without 
Imposing any force upon human actions, con* 
verts the slightest incidents and the most unplea* 
sant casualties into agencies of general benefit. 
Thus the mortifying disappointments experi- 
enced by this gallant officer induced him to visit 
India, where, on his arrival, be rescued Vellore 
fromabodyofferociousinsnrgents, thereby saving 
many valuable lives in that fortress: and, what 
was of still greater consequence, extinguished a 
flame, which, but for bis promptitude, would 
have consumed the English interests in the Car- 
natic. That a service involving so many moment- 
ous consequences should have hitherto been 
comparatively little heeded, except among those 
who witnessed the atchievement, and felt its be- 
neficial effects in their immediate deliverance, 
may be lamen ted hereafter, when the remembrance 
of former neglect shall throw a damp over the 
ardour of^rofessional zeal. It is neither illiberal 
nor gloomy to supposCi that if ever a struggle 
for the prefeepvation ofBiie British possessions in 
kidia simll arise, thf^ dfifiurrence at Vellore will 
achothecwillSIltaii as a sliiUulus to the sacrilwe 
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pf personal ease and the display heroic yalpuh 
But the advantages rendered to the country at 
that time were not confined to that single 
exploit ; for the improvement which took place 
in the state of our army, under the inspection 
and particular regulation of this excellent com- 
mander, contributed greatly to the success 
which so speedily and gloriously crowned the 
expedition against Java. The state of defence 
in which that island was placed, and the force 
there employed, plainly shewed the importance 
in which the possession of it was held, and the 
resistance that an invading power had to expect. 
Unless, therefore, the British troops employed 
in this enterprise had been in th«,.bighest con- 
dition of discipline, it would have been impos- 
sible for any plan, however well conceived and 
skilfully arranged, to have succeeded. Besides 
the depressing, jclfects of a long (cdious 
voyage in a honing 9limj||Ck the Daturc4>f the 
service itself, on an extended lii](| of unhealiby 
coast, occupied 4° great st^ipgth .iiy i^js most 

oothi|)g overcqip) jM^,,j}^itual ordar 

and valourj^ Mte 



iummate slti^ and intrepidity of our leader*. 
Yet, through their unremitted attentions, the 
whole equipment reached the place of destination 
in a condition fit for immediate operations : and 
such were the particular exertions of the cmn* 
mander who conducted the4Br8t division, that no 
loss was sustained during the navigation, nor 
was any delay necessary to recruit the health 
of the troops, and to prepare them for action. 
But great as his services were in the course 
of this expedition, and in- atcbieving the 
conquest, they were surpassed afterwards by 
what he performed in securing the safety of the 
colony, and establishing it on a permanent basis, 
when to all appearance it was on the verge of 
ruin. Less enterprising genius would have 
acted with a cautious and temporizing policy 
towards the native' princes, who were secretly 
plotting zoMaccomplisb the destruction of the 
European settlements throughout the island: 
bi^ General Gillespie, aware that the chain 
must be broken belere was oompacted ipto an 
organized eta# that wojftdiibvaMMiidered resist- 
ance u8ebwH> detarminud to attack the leading 
P 9 ise 9 ^itl^W^«#y. . laadequate an bis meaus 
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mfgbt be eonsMered, he had the Artiest reliance 
on the troeps he commended ; and the result 
p#OYed» in the capture of Djoejocarte, with its 
perddtous chief, that, however bold and daring 
his plan might be, it was^ the only one that 
could have been athtpted for the preservation of 
the settlement. It may, therefore, be truly said, 
that the advantages produced by our attainment 
of Java, and the improvements which have 
taken place there in consequence of its passing 
under the British government, were in a con* 
siderable degree owing to the comprehensive 
views and eneigetic proceedings of the military 
commander who was left to participate in the 
administration with the civil awlbority. The 
latter, however, would have been totally ineffi- 
cient to maintain its power, or to carry into 
execution any extensive changes for the general 
benefit of the naihre states, bad theymotbeen pre- 
viouaiy reduced to a condition that rendered 
them insapnWe of disturbing the 'public peace. 
By the subjugation of llte Sddtaun ef Mataram, 
the'^'field Hud '‘liaptiivctnebt wan 

eomfdetelyi laid open,-<iiid dSfCtoaliy tecurad 
. witbiw<ft barrwr tbaf would »al)b«'^i|lVdld(* 
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ined. The dibotsof tlilit s^uri^, 

' *v 

exertions of General Gillespie pcofi^,>hiNii> 
Btnply appeared in theatatiatjefti r^[>drts1cfD>i^ 
prosperous state of thf island and its depe^eo^ 
cies. But though 'fr‘. very elaborate vii^ jbaa 
been exhibited, and^ no 'dbobt, 'justly» etf tlra 
atneliorated situation of the country; by the 
institutions that a' Hberai^olicy has adopted, 
and of the rapid progress which industry^ Md 
civilization have made under our government, 
little, if any, notice has been taken of the obli- 
gation due to the man, who, by his vigorous 
measures and undaunted courage laid the fotitf- 
dation of the great moral change t^thus' wrought 
in the ohSraOter and circumstances of Javs, 

It was^'gieeuliarly the hard lot of General 
Gillespie to be called to the execution of very 
perilous enterprises at the imminent risk- of Iris 
liref,«odto«Midure aftevwardadiiB mortidcatiowof 
seehig his glory acknowledged, as a mattenof 
oPurse.in public, and-of having hisgood designs 
impeded and reMlecfd ins^t^Hal i^ private; 
Having SKfaiMled £urbp^ii*power in Java 
apd it»4ifMilideisi«t^ a sunn of unriFtlled 
jp fc ataitej lrifaraftp^^ and that 
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htt sbduld ba?e Id6ked for bonoumlWd coofidienee 
and dignified repose, ns some compensation 
tdt tbe diffieultieb which he bad remOTed, and 
the benefits which be ba^'secared. Instead of 
this, be found, that wjtbont eompromiaing bia 
principles, and yieMiog^'to measures which he 
disapproved, it was impossible for him to remain 
free from provokingf'iligbts, o# unennoyeal by 
petulant {^position. All this, however, he 
endured much longer than his private feelings 
would have permitted in any case where the 
public service was unconcerned : but such was 
his patriotic spirit and sense of duty, that he 
could not be induced to abandon even a trouble* 
some situation, while his presenae tlaare was 
considered necessary by tbe supregHe govern* . 
meat in India. This self-controul originated in 
tbe same exalted motives which led to bis 

t 

Stthse<lueAt retinHpent from a command, vitere 
atibaervienee to th» decision of others, and a 
tatdl acqaiesnence in 'their proceidii^ might 
have been tumptd to pfofitsWn aceeunt. But 
hta ideas waliMiipidhvf<!f^ aoMhl nhasidera» 
tiona t <«Dd he nitrar couMsIlblliPlo pfirwie epp ' 
old«cr% iMfe ^ 
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trucking polia|p whicli inal(<9 ludiaMltttl 

ment the rule of puMto coiiduc(» Disifl*^ 

terette(lne«i*.wau indeed^ M retplehdiaMk ip hfpj 

character as tt(e lore of active entploymeok 4tti 

the thirat of glory. Ko a^aiaeoald^ with greater 

propriety, have adopted thtardeclaration 

our immortal bard has pat into the motit^ijC 

theoMaqueror ofiAgUieouiitt 

' * ' , 

In truth I amnot€OTetou8 of g^ld, 

Nor care 1 who doth feed upon my cost. 

It yetma me not if men my garmenta wear: 

Such outward thinf;8 dwell not in my deatrei. 

But if it be a sin to co?et Honour^ 

I am the most offending soul anrb* 

*He hadnodailioga or propensities lO'diveit* 

his facuhiesplo- dissipate his time, and to impair 

his fortune, beyond what are incidental and 

common to the noblest dispositions : and though > 

bis heart wassusceptihhaDf the softest emotioitir 

he never 8ufihred.any of the attacbmoBts msuIPk * 

* 

ing. from 'these imprenlons to iotertep ivilh 
Ills public aeecstidMi^ proj||MlMal pussuits. 
He.wa8»e«er sli*kln . gt chilis p8rti>i^ 

culvMdiisidhrMlI SMisWUy obhimiik ofsbpse . 

whMsigsi Ms a e^ wWh , .TSe . 



viadftfiMIndiklgeat to'tbfi erhn ariiiiig ftom 

mtb respact 

||i|^€li«|i^p^i^enende9|^^ aame 

vrss ji^refiJl j;tl«(Mfovce by 

iiNMt^to"$ee6mibeod it by bit 
4Mp}e* to dliseiptine, was tttii^railjf^ 
iSMbt, but ^ 4ou1»\|(^‘ and' iMrtl^i^ 

requiiriDg noticing ta be performed by^ tb^ 
dround ]bim ^hat%e yraa not forward to practise 
in his bwd^ person. Merit of every degree, and 
in the lowest stations, had in .him a sealous and 
stedftst patron, as far as bis ability enabled fatoi 
to give itencducagement ; while the sorrows and 
sofferid^of the dis^dsed were oartsirf..of efd- 
ting bis commiseration and obtainAsg his relief; 
so that, on all accounts, to him might be ap- 
plied the endearing and honoiipable appeliatioo, 
efl^wbidi be was lauckdilyj^ambitMMB, that he 
was ‘*Tsyt SoaOHm’s iltaiSHO.” 
w ^iSvdii^Was the mirror of iStdgrity; end 
bis *depQraMpli^'Howss^ 4^ * associates and 

sipceiUy 
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« modern soldier is ill represented by heroic 
fiction and therefore, while in the preceding 
narrative circumstances arc stated which some 
Ulay consider as b^jng a high chivalnc cast 
and complexion,d||P^has been taken to avoid 
amplification ingjj^ story aiid elevation in the 
'dletion. Siroj^^ity of style has been scrupu> 
lously regarded as best suited to the verily of 
the facts a^d the merits of the subject, the one 
standing in no need of ornamcHital eaibcllishraont 
to give them effect, nor the other of etdogium to 
render it interesting. In consigning to history < 
the task of registering the deeds of this excellent 
man, they who knew him most intimately' will 
cherish the remembrance of his virtues, with 
tender affection and i egret, that the enjoyment 
has passed to return no more; at the same time 
deriving relief under this depression, from the 
consideration that their friend died as he had uni* 
formly lived, in the path of honour, and crowned 
with that glory which will preserve his memory 
liSnong the Men of renown who have left a name 
biphiDd them that their praises might be reporte^t'* 

the Esn. 


«, VUnUVt HWl SUMi, Landoii. 







